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ature to which they res-)rt, because
they have not better," to quote the
words of these enterprising agents,
would lie to furnish such a briglit,
attractive, reaidable monthly as say
Scribner's, wliich, in less tian five
years, lias leaped to a front rank,
and yet isfar front the ideal of a
high-classMethiodis3tmiagazine. With
a monthly sle of 80,000, which
should easily be reached with the
nlany millions of Methodists in the
United States, to say îiothiing of the
otlier religicuts bodies, there would
lie îssued a million copies a year of a
good-sîzed volume.

What promninence could sucli a
monthly give te say an oecumenical
or a General (jonference, witli por-
traits and character sketches of its
conspicu>us menibers; te a series
of handsomnely illustrated papers on
Met.hodist colleges, thé best MoLli-
odist churches and the like ; and in
a hundred other ways te do justice
to Methodism and iLs institutions
which it can receive in ne other way.
Methodist mission werk throughout
the world mnigit, bo inade hy pen aud
pencil familiar to the (Jhurch and
strongly cail forth iLs synpathy and
support. Methodist readers could
secure their information on science
and phulosephy without the matorial-
istic taint which they receive in the
&ientýfic Moit iy. Teinperance,
social aud moral reforms, and Chris-
tian aggrcssi!il in every foris would
find therein a powerf ul lhclp. We
hope yet te, see sucli a great MoLli-
odist monthly of which the Cliurch
will be proud, and which shaîl comn-
niand the respect of the ivhole world.

THEp STAGE AND SOCIAL MORÂL.S.

Recent exposures in the press em-
phasize onee more the unwho]esoxne
moral character cf many menibers
of the theatrical profession. Their
very environnient and conditions of
existence are provocative cf breaches
cf the law of God, on which the wel-
fare of society is, founded. IL ia soute-
times retorted that evehi the sacred
profession of the niinistry 18 degraded
by adventurers and scoundrels, an
example of which lias recently oc-
curred in Western Canada. But
there is a striking difference. Ais

soon as one of these wolves iii sheep's
clothing is dûtected, lie is instantly
condemned, deposed and expelled
front the ranl<s. Not s0 in the
theatrical profession, or olse there
wouid be a wonderful thinning of
the ranks. Indeed, the knowledge
of social lac/tes often gives piquancy
to a theatrical reputation, and an
unrepentant and unblushing Barn-
hardt becumes a sort of social, queen.
Menibers of the theatrical profession
who know its inner life have deliber-
ately declared that Ilthat ws&y lies
Sodoin. " Through the centuries
there has been uncea8ing war lie-
tween the Churcli and the stage, and
we doulit not that the war must lie
continued to the end.

SUNDAY CARS.

We'understand that the agitation
for Sunday street cars is about te ho
renewed. We hope the electors who
prize the fair fame which Toronto
possesses throughout this continent
and throughout the world for itas
orderly Salibaths wiil give this
atteml)t such a rebuke that it shall
not again be repeated. The city is
now a virtual partner with the rail-
way conlpany, receiving, a regular
percentage of its earnings. It would
be intolerable if the church-going
tax payera were to be compelled to
share the compact with iniquity
that would virtuaily put money in
their pockets, earned by the viola-
tion of the command of God to keep
holy the Sabbath day. Should this
iniquitous propositionî prevail, it
would lie but the introduction of
incalculable evil, of Sunday beer-
gardons, of Sunday picnics, of Sun-
day newspapers, and aventuaily of
Sunday theatres, and the breaking
down of ail barriers of moral re-
straint. We cannot, for ourselves
and for our children, guard too
sacredly this bulwark of morality,
and least of ail can the working man
afford to be defrauded of the
sacred privilege of his only day of
rest. We have littie fear but that,
the electors of this, fair city will play.
their part like mon 8hould the oc-
casion arise for recording their vote&
on thisquestion.


