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REPORTS ON CORRESPONDENCE.

The practice of having a committee
on correspondenoce has been very gen-
erally adopted by the Grand Masonic
Bodies in this country, says the
Masonic Advocate. The duty of such
comwmittee is to prepare a review of
the prooeedings of all other Grand
Bodies, arnd submit the same at each
anpual meeting, when, without read-
ing, it is ordered to be printed in con-
nectiou, or as a part of the proceed-
ings of each annual meeting. The
character of these reviews depends
wholly upon the ability and disposi-
tion of the writer. 'When properly
prepared they present an epitome of
Masouic matters pertaining to each
Grand Jurisdiotion, and embrace a
large araount of valuable information
of general interest to the Craft. Many
of these writers, however, fail to ap-
preciate the position they occupy.
They seemingly imagine that in their
appointment full license is given to
attack, criticise, and even abuse
Grand Lodges holding fraternal re
cognition and relations -with the one
they represent. In printing such ra-
ports Grand Lodges give a quast en-
dorsement to opinions and sentiments
that no body of Masons would ap-
prove if duly considered by them. It
would be well to have all such reports
referred to a commitiee of well in-
formed Masons for examination, and
lot this committee report what por-
tions of it should be approved or re-
jected, as the case may be. As per-
tinent to this matter wo olip the fol-
lowing from the address of the Grand
Master of Maryland before his Grand
Lodge at its recent annual meeting:

¢« helieve that harmony between |

Grand Lodges would be promoted if
they would exercise some suthority
over their respective Committees on
Correspondence. I am fully aware
that the reports of these Committees
do not come up for adoption by their
Grand Liodge, and that the views ex-
pressed by the Committee are not to
be taken as the views of the Grand

Lodge, and that the Grand Lodge iz
general should not he held responsible
therefor. I say in general bsuause
- there are certain cases in which . the
Grand Lodge ought to be held respon-
gsible. There are cases in which tha
Committee has used insalting langu-
age towards » sister Grand’ Litdge—
&g for instance, characteriziug its acts
as shameful,disgraceful and infamous
—such language as between individa-
als would bs caleulated to provoke &
breach of the peace—and the offense
hns been made known tc the Grand
Master or Grand Lndge under whose
authority the language was published
and sach Grand Master or Grand
Lodge has failed, after due time elap-
gedt, to take proper action on the sub-
jeot.

A Grand Lodge is not only ulti-
mately responsible in such a case, but
it is also justly to be held primarily
responsible in those cases where it re-
tains in the importans position of Re-
porter on Correspondence one who is
woll known to such CGrand Lodge,
from his previous condunct in this res-
peot, to be unfit for the position. It
is common law that if 2 man %eep &
Aog that he knows has the habit of
biting people, the man will be respon-
sible iz damages to any person thab
dog may bite, Iwish it to be dis-
tinctly undersfood that these remarks
have no special ‘application to any
partioular case. It is trne-that .my
attention was oalled fo the general
subject by a particular case, in' which
I considered that the aclion of the
Grand Lodge of Maryland was criti-
cized in improper language. Buf
that matter has been adjusted by cor-
respondence with the Grand Master,
and by the statement on the part of
the Reporter that he utterly disclaims
any intention to wound the feslings
or personally insult this Grand Liodge
or its Grand Master, whom he holds
in high esteem.”’ :
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. Out of 260 lodges in Mississippi,
280 own their owr halls. o
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