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joir métmbérship thersfrom, in the

redence of the Mlustriods Deputy for

hio, and i impressive fori, pro-
¢odded %o unite themeelves with Scot-
ich Rite Bodies, holding under an-
oilier Supreme Council. For doing
&0 thoy were expelled from the bodies
Fromm which they supposed they had
ithdrawn; and this act was soon
followed by their expulsioh frém thé
Qommandery of which they were
imembters—Mount Vérnon Command-
&ry, No. 1, Knights Templar, of Co-
Iambus.

This expulsion, a8 we have said,
was enforced under the Améndment,
Art. 1, Sec. xiii., of the Grand Com-
mandery of Ohip.

With regard to this Amendnient,
we repeat what we have before said,
that it was adopted by the Grand
Commsandery, and upon the motion
of Scottish Rite Masons of high'de-
gree, in the interest and bebalf, not
of the Grand Comimandery of Knights
Templar, but of the A.A.S. Rite.
They introduced it, secured its pass-
nge—by what law, or reason, or
wense, it iz impossiblé to conceive—
sind they intend to enforce it. The
question naturally arises, and theé in-
quiry comes up from all parts of the
Juriediction of Ohio, concerning the
7ight of the Scottish Rite to place
such legislation upon the statutés of
the Grand Commandery. That they
Pplaced the Iaw there is denied. But,
with all deference, they did place it
there; and the proof thatthey did, is
Sound in the written and printed
statement that this ‘law of the
Grand Comnigndery has saved us,”
®te., with the further printed state-
ments, that “we (the Stottich Rite)
intend to enfotce this law to the ex-
fromity1” , . :

1t may, therefore, be summed up in
n brief statement:—The obioxious
and mischief-ialéng Ameéndment of
the Grand Commbndery of Ohiv, was
©f Soottish Rite origin, is kept on the
statate books by the high grade
Boottish Rito Masotis, und is enfore-
% by them “to the éxtremity!”
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Now, for tho first time since the
enaotment of that mischievous amend-
ment, the Knights Templar of Ohio
have an opportunity to witness the
dire and woeful effect of this legialca
tion in favor of & foreign body, an
of its enforcement by that body, id
the expulsion of as good and trué
Enights and gentlemen as cam bs
found in the jurisdiotion. And the
question arises, what good hasthe law
now done, in the first wholesale appi-
oation of it, to the' Commandery
afflisted by its operation, or to the
Fraternity of the Temple throughoué
the jurisdiotion? None! Injury,and
injury only! Itis easy to forsee the
downfall of the Order of the Temple
in Ohio, through the menace which
ig livid in the face of the opprassor;
and in this statement we are only
voicing the “tears and vomplaints” of
hundreds of Knights Templar in
Ohio, as well as uttering the senti-
ments of hundreds of Scottish Rite
Masons,

‘We give bslow some exiracts from
letters, which will show intelligent
consideration and very deep feeling
concerning the questions which #ra
forced upon us, and &s they appear to-
the minds of the writers.

Here is & cobmmunication, acoom-
panied by a private letter to the
editor, in which the writer says that
he “has organized two Commanderies
of Knights Templar, instracted them.
in the work of the Order, served the
first three years, snd the second five
years, as Eminent Commeander.” Hy
adds, at the close of the letter:—*X
do not wish to see our Order of ths
Temple die.”

“Tiditor Masonic Review:—Is it poa-
gible that the Templars of Ohio-
undérstsnd what has been &0'®
under the authority of the Grand
Commandery of Ohio? Do they
know that the oldest Commandury of
Enights Templar in the West hag
béen destroyed;—that fourteen good
Knights and true have been sent frgin
their Templar home by forco, with
the stain of exptlsion’upon themr?




