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at ali eetings? Whiy notify the bretli-
ren only half-ycarly of their indebted-
ness ? 0f course, the sccretary's du tics
wvould be încreased, but the ex.ýtra
labor imposed upen 1dm would benefit,
the individual Iodge and the Craft gen-
orally.

Closely allied with this sulhject is
the non affiliate question. Whih, we
are driving brethren eut of our lodgres
at a rapid rate throughi pure stupidity
and stubbornness, we are doingy nothing
te gather in the large army of non-
affliates scattered over the province.
Our Grand Lodge officers are distribuit-
cd among cominittees, who split hairs
on benevolent grants, reconiniend the
issuance of warrants, c'ieck over the
finances and hoard a surplus, and
occasionally subruait reports entirely at
variance with facts. Of course, it is
not the speoiflo duty of any of the sub-
committees indicated to deal with re-
taining membý,rs or gathering in worthy
neon-affiliates, but what is the duty of
the Committee on the Condition of
Masonry ? Surely something more
than to, indulge in a few glit>tering gen-
eralities, suggest the enforcement, of the
!aw for non-payment of dues, and urge
the brethren to, collect material for
lodgre histories.

There is one point that should be re-
membered regarding brethren suspend-
cd for non-payment of dues and non-
affiliates, namely : that they are still
Ureemasons, and our obligations defin-
ing our dtuty to, our brethren are as
binding upon us individually to them. as
if they were in good standing. They
have violated no Masonic lae, nor even
a Masonic principle, but may have
contravened somne lodge law, and con-
sequently as individual Masons we are
morally bound to, relieve their necessi-
tics if they require it, or acknowledge
tbemn as brothers if they are in posses-
sien of the signs, secrets and tokens.

THE TEEI'OTAL WAVE.

The M. W. the Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Mississippi having
arrested the charter of Mississippi Lodge

at IRodney, for violating recent legisia
tien emanatingy from Grand Lodgle,
providing for the exclusion of liquor
sellers, the officers of the lodge have
appealed agaînst his action to, Grand
Lodge. The appellants give eleyen
separate and distinct reasons why the,

lodge should not, lie suspended, and
they make ont a fairly good case.

In the first place it is contendcd that
they have not violated any National,
State or Masonic law. In support of
their adherence, te, Masonic. law it is
claimed that an innovation bas been
made in Masonry, and consequently
they wvere not bound te, conform, to, it.
Our Mississippi brethren should recollect
that the majority rule, and that a
majority can even do wrong. Their
second contention is that the constitu-
tion has been vielated. Judging, by
precedents established in this jurisdic-
tien, this contention is a weak eue, as it
has been demaonstrated here that the
constitution is a football, kicked and
tossed about by brethren whose ideas
of' Masonio law and usage are more
than mercurial.

They hold, in the third place, that the
objectionable law is a violation of State
and national lawv. The appellants
should remember that Masonic law, in-
cluding even its irregularities, is peculiar
te, the Institut.ien; but it is, difficult te,
conceive how Mlasons should be called
upon te, violate the laws of the State in'
which they reside.

The fifth, sixth, seventh, eîghth, and
ninth clauses deal with t.he incongruities
arising from, Masonic conflicting with
State law, igrnorance of the latter ren-
dering an opinioni by us as te, the sound-
ness et the objections an impossibility.

T ne tenth obj ection we give in full: 1'We
hold, the only pre-requisite that ca5~ be
demanded of an applicant forMasonry,
is that he shall ho f ree born, of mature
age, and of good report: hale and
sound. The Grand LodIge can, with
as mucli authority,enact a law reguilating,.
the religieus profession and wiorshi.p,
or prohibit the froe exorcise thereof, as
it can the occupation of its applicants
for mrnbership. " The last sentence in
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