
4 THE (YiNiDIYN CRA1?TSMAN.

"Don!t beabsurd,Tom,"interrupted tongli fibres, and penetrated May's.
the lady. "'Yon are a gallant gentle- white, siender finger.
man, truly, to see a female ini distresa It was, not a vory serions ont, but
na not na lier.", sufflciently so to catuse the blood to.

"H1ave 1 not offered six times at leap forth. The cry she uttered 'was.
least, May, and been refnsed?" echoed by lier companion, whose arrn

,,Ana wil 'be again, sir Thsi quickly encircled lier dainty vïaist as-
the Most lovely Piece of holly 1 have he cauglitlher band in his.
seen, this seasoi, and I arn determined «, "O eexestt" hoe excWamed in con--
that no other lingers than mine shail cern, "1why dia you not permit me?"
toudli it, nntil I give it to my dear "Becanse," answered May, a littie
jiack, 'when ho cornes this evening pale, &I said no one slionld touch this

Theydont grw hllyin iaia dobranch but myseif, Tom, and no one.
they om?"shail. But seet" and aIe held the

thN om? Ilhn nt" olly towards him-"tiere is bloocl
"NoI thnli ot.uptn it, and it is a badl omen."

"'Then it -wffl be a welcome offering Rie glancedaat thie bougli, and triily,
to, an Englisli heart. Oh! low glad, failen on it, as briglit as the berriea
how very glad i shail be to see the themselves, were the crimson, drop.
dear OUd fellow." " Bad omen, May", hae langled,

"If you speak s0 enthusiastically, wrapping her wonded finger in lis.
May, 'pou niy word Ibbiall bejealous," handkerchief. "lWliat clildisineas!
reniarked, the gentleman. jWhy, you are absolutely pale. TPon*

"£Jealous-you! and Jacki? Non- my word, your concern for Jack isl
sense. Why, Tom, 1 love hîmi like a already muaking me jealona."
brothier. Vie were brouglit np, you , "Don't let; it do tlat,Tom,"* sie sai&
ltnow, as éhildren together." )bravely.

ciSo lie toli me, May, when we met j "Why not?" lie siied.
in India, and lie gave me the latter of "lBecause, Tom, you are, I believe,.
introduction to the rector. Indeed," the best-tempered man I ever knaw,.
proceeded Thomas Mildmay, StUR in- but-"
specting the gathering of the holly, "But?" he questioued, fondly re-
'which persistently clung to its parent garding lier.
stem, "'lie spolie so incessantly about --I am sure you love me so truly
y - U thîWt I fancie-" that, ware you jealous of any one, 1

"?Pray what, sir?" imagine tlat yon would not be answer-
"«That thare existed a deepar affec- able for your actions."

tion tlian a brotlier*s and sisters, Rie canglit lier in lis arma ardi
May."i prassed a kise on lier smooti dheek.

"IWhicli shows liow youwere deceiv- ,my darling, you are riglit, b,, ra-
ed. Talli of women jumping atle.sty plied gravely, iu lis turu. *If I
conclusions! Men are a thou sand times jtliouglit I sliouid losa you, or anotlier
worse. TIare, after ai you must lend was seekmng to win, you fromn me, I
me your linife, Tom; the brandli wiili thinli I slonld eitlier kilt hlm, or my-
not break, it is so tougl." self."

Thlomas ldmay produced it, again " Now you are talldng pnrenonsense>.
t,ffering lis services, whicli, notwith- Tom, dear. Let us go ln," aIe laugi-
standing. the obsti.nacy of the liolly, ed, and, taking lis ar-m, thay movedl
wera again rejected. 1over the crisp,frosty la.'in to tlie quaint

"O&tC t upward, not dowuward, M ay, " jold rectory, a very Jack in the green
lie cried, suddenly stepping forward; oî ivy whici enoircled its higlest
,"tlie kuifa is Sharp." 1gables. But,even dnriug the embraca,.

The warning caur> too lata; the 1 May iad kept tlia lolly-branch froin,
jkeezi blade ladl flashed througli the 1coming in çozntot with Thom-.3 Mlld-


