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ismn full grown,  What we waut is a force which shall dissipate the
turpituds of man’s bigotry, which shall restore to him the full efful-
gence of a true intelligence, the full harmony of a true ervilization.
Do we know such a force 7 The lecturer then spuke of the printing
press and tho steam engine—of the one as the exponent of progres.
sive knowledge, of the other us the svinbol of the physical in the
industrious, the emblem of man’s active powers. The co-operation
of these three forces, Christinnity, knowledwe, and mdustry, forms
the thread-work which runs through society in its regular or crystal.
line form, just as man's personal being and destiny depend npon
s moral, intellectual, and physical activity It is this co-operation
which has promoted the civilization of the present time. And just
as the Alchymists busied themselves with a search which did not
discover an elixir vitie nor a universal solvent, but which never-
theless laid the foundation of the science of chepmstry, may we
not, in observing the imperfections of the civilization we possess,
enter upon a search for sume psychical force which, though 1t may
not resolve all these imperfections mto the pure gold of wisdom,
truth, and justice, may yet perfect the principles of a science of
education? The foundations of such a science have been laid deep
in the history of man’s nature, and to rear upon them some beau-
tsful and symmetrical structure which shall adorn the history of
the nations, and stand as the development of man to the utmost
limit of lus own capacities, is the mm and object of what has been
called the New Education.
Mr. Harper, who confined hunself throughout to the negative
side of the enquiry, proceeded to discuss a passage taken from
* Addison’s works, in which education 1s compared to the sculptor s
art. After exammning carefully the various assertions in the para-
graph, he proceeded to say : In this comnparison mstituted between
the nmund 1n ats incipient stage, and a biock of marble in the
quany, we have a glunpse of the tabila 1asa theory of John Locke,
who looked upon the wfant’s mind as a blank nrgamsm, some-
thing like a clean sheet of paper, on which 1mpressions are made
as the consciuusness and expertence of the child take shape.  And
had such a theory been safely cstablished by the sensational schoul
of philosophy, the beauty of Addison’s simle would certanly be
enhanced by its truthfulness. But cven Locke had to confess to
an mnate activity 1 the unnd.  The mnpressions made upon a
block of marble by the sculptor’s chisel arc not the impressions
made upon the chuld's mind by a process of euucation.
impressions, in their co-urdination, form an experience, and an ex-
e perience implies au activity on the part of the recipient of the
mnpressions, an activity which m torn pronotes co-ordmation ;
whereas 2 block of miarble 1s one of the most striking embloms of
pasuvity.
tween a statue and a matured mind would be to say that just as
the artist finds 11 marble certain properties which he turns to ac-
count, so the teacher turns to account the capacities and character-
isties which he finds in his pupile.  This was evidently the simple
ideain Addison’s mind when he claborated his sumle.  But that
18 s far as 1t 1s szfe to go, wnasmuch as the sculptor turns the pro-
perties of marble to account in the perfection of his art, while the
skilful teacher turns whatever he finds 1n the child's mind to the
improvement of the child’s capacitiez and active powers. He scts
the mind 1n action by means of its own activity, and guides it to
its own adornment. The lecturer here gave an illustration of edu-
cation when the mental activity is at its weakest. The case was of
a little sl who had lost her hearing, power of sight, and even her
sensc of tasto and smell, at the carly age of two years. For twenty
years her education procecded, and though she could only guin her
knowledge through one sense, she was at last ablo to converse freely
by signy, to read the rased print for the blind, turn up any pascage
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Perhaps the nearest approach to a valid comparnison be- |

i the Bible, keop a disry, and writo letters to her friends. Here
was an example of the New Education in cmbryo—the imitative
faculty, exeited through the activity of but vne of the senses. The
same process is to be seen i ourmstitutions for the blind and for
| the deaf and dumb, but mere patticularly i the Joseph McKay
Institute of Moutreal. To tius mstitution aro admitted pupils who,
though dumb, have no defects m their vocal organs, and in a very
short tuue, by the process of mmntation, they are taught to articu-
late words. _From these and other examples. the lecturer drew the
conclusion that the New Education is not to a human soul whit
sculpture 1s to a block of marble. Knowledge is power ; eduacation
18 a force ; knowledge 1s potential or possible evergy ; education is
the element acting as gravity acts on the physical, which makes it
kinetic or active. Kwowledse is the food of the mind ; education
is the juice acting upon that food for purposes of mental digestion
and assimilation. Knowledge is the stock-in-trade with which the
mind starts business ; cducation 1s the :u:ti\'i‘ty of those business
prineiples which mcreases the stock and thus extends the coanmer-
ol influence of the firm. Knowledge is cestatic in enjoyment;
but it 18 education that prumotes ecstacy. Its ambitions soar be-
yond this world ; but without education their wings are dipt. By
means of education, knowledge becomes perennial in its growth ;
without 1t, 1t 1s a plant matured at its birth. In truth, education
18 to knowledge what the light and heat of the sun are to the
flower. The plant in its germ state has laid up within it vegetable
energy which may fic i the potential state for thousands of years;
lbut once let the rays of the sun, under favuring circumsta{zce.?.
lplay around 1t, and the visible growth of the plant very soon m.dx
cates the energy which was once only a possibility now in active
operation.  And so it is with the mind, with its stock of know-
ledge, intwitive or acquired. In that knowledge lies the possibility
of afull-grown mind. It may lic as a dead weight, an ornament
to the wemory perhaps, but of nu real benefit to the mental ac-
tivities. But once let that knowledge be rendered active by a
beneficent system of educativn, and at unce the mind will assume
new phases, and continue to develop to these limits by which the
Creator has bounded it.

Education then 1s no sculptor's chisel. It dves not destroy in
order to beautify. It does not cut out; it builds up. It does not
repress 10 order to tnaprove ; it improves in order to impress. Aris-
totle tells us that the sculptor remnoves the rubbish and clears away
the superfluous matter in order to reach the statue. But whatever
rubbish or superfluous matter education finds in the mind it takes
possession of it, and by a psychical process of which wo know as
httle as of the first life movement, it brings forth the beauty of
knowledge from the rot of ignorance. Ignorance is as often false
perception as lack of kncwledge ; and in this sense. and this sense
alone, the false 13 the undeveluped true, just as in morals evil is
| soinctimes cons:dered an andeveloped good. Let the falso in man's
jmind he acted upon by the fullest activity of 2 man’s intelligence
| brought mto play by a healthy system of cducation, and let the
evil in man s heart ho acted upvn by the warmth of a Savior’s love
and the punfying confidence in & Heavenly Father's favor, and the
false becomes true, the ovil good, and the whole man is elevated to
that plane of intellectual holiness on which alone can rest the
civilization which is a harmony. As the poet says: ¢¢ With these
clements mixed in one being, Naturo may truly stand aside and
say to all the world, This is a man.”

Still keeping to the negative side of the enquiry, the locturer
proceeded to examine other autharitics, pointing out some of the
dofects in their opinions, and giving the audience a cirarer insight
into the aim and purposc of tho New Education. He spoke of the
allusion to education as a medicine. Knowledge is to be recog-




