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Tim day when the routine of the public sc' i was large
a series of menioriter exercises has, it may b2 h,,ed, gone 1
for ever. But it is possible that in this, as in other things, th
reaction may be carrying us too far towards an opposite e
tremte. There is a legitimate and most salutary exercise of ti
meniory to whiclh every child should be accustomed. A
should be taught, froni their earliest e.ars to lcarn and repeý
gens of prose and poetry. In this way the. mind and hea
inay be-early inibued witht noble thoughts, tender and elevate
sentiments, and sterling principles for the goyernment of coi
duct. Our literature happily abounds with aphorisms an
couplets, paragraphs and poems, which are excellently adapte
for this purpose. Choice poetical selections will be found as
rule more easily learned and remembered. The Germans la
much stress on the beneficial effects of teaching poetry to youn
children. Its uses are manifold. "The taste for harmony, th
poetical ear," says Miss Aiken, as quoted by an exchange, "
ever acquired, is so almost in infancy. The flow of number
casily impresses itself on the memory, and is with difficult
erased. By the aid of verse, a store of beautiful imagery ani
glowing sentiment nay be gathered up as the amusement c
childhood, which in riper years may beguile the heavy hours c
languor, solitude and sorrow ; may enforce sentiments of piety
humility and tenderness; nay soothe the soul to caln.ness
rouse it to honorable exertions, or fire it with virtuous indigna
tion." Sonie of the Anierican educational pubbshers are send
ing forth packets of cards, containing gems of thought, senti
ment and tratn, graded to suit the capacities of school children
at every stage of progress. We believe it would be difticult to
overrate the good effects of having the mind in the impression
able years of childhood and youth thus saturated with the besi
thoughts of ail ages in their noblest forms of expression. The
Bible is, of course, the richest storehouse of such treasures, but,
as has been said, Englislh liter.-.ure abounds with them. We
shall niake it a point to collate memory geins from time to time
for the columnis of the JOURNAL, and hope that teachers will
not fail to avail thenselves of then. The learning and recita-
tion of such passages will make one good nethod of varying
the Friday afccrnoon exercises.

THE NEW PUBLIC S(.iOOL RISTORY.

BY J. M. IIUNTEb M.A , LL.B.

This history ,possesses what recently authorized histories have
lacked, an attractive external appearance. It is, besides, low in
price, and is printed in clear type on >ood paper. The weak point
in its nechanical execution is the engravings. Tho maps are very
fair, but some of the portraits are aidecous. Cromwell's famous
"Paint nie as I am " scarcely gives su.licient warrant for the like
ness on page 76. Poor Charles II. suffeirs still worse (page 83), and
the climax seems to be rcaceld in the likenesses of William and
Mary (page 89). (Tn this connection, we suggest as a stock exam-
ination quîestioni-Which is Williai aud which iary ( Give
reasons for your answer).

On turning ta the text, we are at once struek with a neiw ard
valuable featuire in a publie school history : we mean the " Ilints to
the Teacher' and the " References " which ara prefixed to every
chapter. By this simple expedient teachers are mnadu to feel that
their work is not done when they have heard a reitation. More

ly than this, scliolairs are showni that when they have learned the facts
by to which titis ianual is necessarily confined, thera is sonothing

le more beyond!, Thto curas of history teacl ing lias bon that the

X. book in the pupil's hands was the he-all and the end.sl: of tho
pupil's knweg.If the teacher cared ntoting for tho subject (as
inust necessarily happon in nany cases) the pupil had nothing te
awakeiiin lin a lîunger for' further knowled.e, and io guide ta

it point ont where the liunger could be satisfied.
rt 9he stylo of the bok is good. The authors state in a simple,
d clear way the main factd. Collier's work, although liked by the
1- pupils, lad really a had effeet on thum. His glowing periods
d fastened themselves o their nm inory, andi were faithfully repro-
d duced at exatinations. Tite e1l'uct was, in iany casep, ludicrous.

a Tliv epcch stries, an the otlier haîd, is written) ini aliiiot ten childisli
ýa iîtraiti. Tito authoe of titis book sooni ta have struclk a fair

y
g ilnodiuîu.
e In tie grouping of tueî factft tlîe iilienceocf Gret is very inani-

f est. Titis is nut undesirablo. Althaugli a greater 'hufinitene3s ini
the iatter of tintîe was galiieti by the olti unetiot ci arratiging iii

Sreigns, yet that inethcd atrcrded sîîîall scopo for peiîîting out the
Y rol succesion of events. f wffet use, for instance, is it o

arrange te friets of the Angloe Saxon period in aignos? Oly ana
i r aign cf the pariod doservs proininence-that cf Alfrcd. Mst cf

the otger kings of the Saxon ptiud are ure naines. A authnr
puts the isrical tupasia i. thA wrong place when e calilsatten-
tien ta theoi.

Upoin wh at shule the liiotdical eu pasis o putinitnis p urid? Let
tias question be consdered as illustratie cf thensucces f the
autiors ih friting thes bock. Ti o follwing peints appear le
rfquire ta be set in teest light possible. Tito EoAglisi people -

iwho worethiey-wlhonce did thv coee The niture e!tîto En,! .sh
-utuqt-thîe fornmation cf the potty uioi.rclie-tlieir conisolida-
tien. Tite ini %J.tuticns braufflît aver by tlîo Englisît-the influence

taf flue cmnuquest -upon thuesa itistitutiotis-tlicir dovelieptit,-tit up to
f the Norm ng conqute To laguio ad literamture during uth

pro-Nrnian pricd-tle introductin cf Christia ity-tho social ie
of the. pople.

W turn te u the bok. e do not find ail w expet, but ie find
* nict cf it. Tt is difficuit. certaiiily, ta put the essential leatures o!
this perod into simple> clear ad intrsting hanguage. Bu wofat
ah diricult i not impossible. T he autfors of tiis boik have dune

wequ1, but with time aed thought thoy uigit de botter. Take an-
ortwo peints. Onu the thing teo carThe nuguarded aginsts
teaching this poricd is the precise and dermnite ides npt tc bu con-
voned by the use of the terni Sxot i lparchy. The conson
conception is that of sevon kingdoms, stablished as the resut of
the English conquest,-each kingdi having if bo-indhdriev epell-
dofined, aiidits goveranuonit definitehy .eatablisbed. Hcwilar this is
fron the fct any e acquainted with tie periti kndrs. It is

ard tea put in briof and ear fcru the indofinit -s that character-
ised the territorial subdivisiens al teha p.riod, continually clauging
as they tor, ath stio harder te cfinavy, espcialy t, ute fiyuun
coslar, a correct idea cf tha rudinientoary nature cf the gaver nent

in its early stages. Yet tc b truo istory tnesi is wanat lias ta bw
doca.

sVii1 t is u %h, anso, i i vriing tho stcry o f tiis poeiod, ta
oriplaso tho slo nature af th Englisl canquest ry ae daing

tve physica aus ofther difficulties witHe phic the AThgles ancmSaxon
had to coîtend can bu iidica i. By a confist cf a century and a
he againsh cild nature ahdk wildor hain tise foundations wf the
Englied natin ivero laid.

la it net desirable, even in a fleinotary wor of thts kind, te
indicate the brador sioveient of which the Sax o conquat i n but
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