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Literary Chit-Chat.

The North Ames icun Beriea is to publish the diary hept by Gen.
Grant during his tour around the world.

A now Canadian venture that promises to be of interest, isan-
nounced by Dawson Bros,, of Montveal, in the shape of **The
Songs of Old Canada,” translated from the French by William
MecLellun,

Gen. Lugan’s cuntribution to the war literature of the Uhited
States, 13 to bo ealled ** Treason’s Pathway to the Rebollion.™ !

‘* The great sensation of the enswing month outside the realm of
pulitics will be the appearance in Enghsh garb of that remarkable
work of a remarkable author, Salinmbé, by Flaubert, the father of
the school of realistn, M. French Sheldon, who is responsible for
the translation, has so ably construed the original that every detail!
of the Carthaginian mystery sv entrancing in the uriginal has been!
preserved , and as the volume is dedicated to Stanley, the African!
explorer, and 1s prefaced by a shetch of Flaubert, written by'
Edward Ky, the merican puet, Mcssrs. Saxen and Co., the!
publishers, should have a busy time of 1t during Nuvember,"—
St Stephen’s Review.”

A forth.coming novel by Hon. U. U, Astor, late American
Minister to Italy, is likely to meet a large sale. The wealthy
author not wishing ““ to frighten off the publishers with his name,
subnutted the MS. anvuymously and had it accepted on 1ts merits,
unprejudiced Ly the huowledge that there were * millions to back
it. ' Chas. Scribuer's Sons, are the publishers,

It is said that the speeches and letters of Lord Randolph Church-
ill, will shortly be pubhshed under the title of ¢ Plain Politics for
the Working Class.”

Tickuor & Cu., have issued a beautifully printed edition of Mr.
Howell's poems, including a number which thus fiest see the light.

A new edition of Carlyle’s **Sartor Resartus " just braught out
by Estes & Lauriat, i3 considered the most attractive of all the
American reprints.

Miss Sara E. Whites * Stories for Kindergartens and Primary
Schools,” has just been issued in neat and serviceable form by
Ginn, & Co.
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@orrespondenge.

To the Editor of Tiig CANADA SCHOO LIJOURNAL.

Mr. Editor: Tam not a writer on_education, but having a great
wnterest 1n our school system, 1 particular the part which pertains
to our rural school, Tam bold enough to attempt a letter.

We have many able writers, and dictators of best methods of
teaching, who present splendid theories, but they do us but httle
gvod as there is too much thoory in their sayungs. They fail to gmive
us the,actual practical details that successful teachers adopt, to
bring about the best results.  The young teacher 1s not interested
somuch in a brilliant essiy on Psychology, as he is on the best way
to ““make a hit.” e wants to know how to teach this, or that
particular subject. How does so and so teach such a subject 7 As
inexperienced teachers have charge of the greatest number of our
schools, I thiuk svme effort should be made to satisfy these in-
quiries. I

As your valuable journal 1s the medim of communication amony
teachers, allow me to propose that experienced teachers be per-
mitted.—yes, requested —to send their particular ways of teaching
particular subjucts. Thereare a number which present serious difii- !
cultics to beginuers, as case in Grammar, frac.ions in Arithmetic, a
reign in History, a proposition 1n Euclid, &c., &e  The youny
teacher will be able to glean something pond from all the methods,
which are not few, as most teachers have their peculiar methods,

One may say, our Normal and Model Schools do this work, !
which 1s truc to a certasn extent.  But I am sure many of your
readers will agree with mo that the methods pursued by many of
our old teachers are more applicable to wants of our rural schools
than those expounded by younyg men of limited experienco in our
Normal Schouls.  Why 1 Zthe circumstauces are ditferent.  While!
the teaching mn our Normnal and Model Schivols is mostly class, ur
lecture teactuny, that i our rural schivols is entirely individual,

Favor tho motto of * Do the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber '—the beginners in our rural schouls by encouraging the old
teachers to give their methods which have given satisfactory results.

Yours respectfully, —_—
Whitevale, Nov. 23rd, 1885.

Weachers’ Associations,

Nuntit Youn, —Conventivn et Madel Sl coom, Nowmarket,
Oct. 29th, the president, Mr. D). Futheringham, in the chair.  After
devotional exercises, the seeretary read n communication from the
Minister of Education asking inspectors to collect specimens of pupils’
work in geography, arithmetic, mml drawing. “Thu inspector way in-
structed to issue crrculars to teachers, askug them to send specimens of
work done to him. A connnittee composed of Messrs., Rannic and Mac-
phersen, amt Ms, Wylie was appaated to assist the inspector in mak-
ing suitable selectivns, The scavtary read o paper on ¢ S:hool Discip-

tine.” He emphasiz:d kinduness and firmness on the part of the teacher,

unbiesitating obedience, the doiug of one thing at u time, having one
command exceuted beforeanother is given,

In the aftcrnoon Miss Thomas gave an object lesson to a class
subject: A Cork. The work was skilfully done. Miss Jennie Ross
read an eaceedmgly nteresting aud wstruct.ve cssay on the method of
teaching Case o a cluss. A guestiun dranwa was opeucd for information
ob practical school work.  dubseniptions o the caueational periodicals
were renewed by a large number of teachers, and several new names
added to the list.  The Association grants a bunuz of 40 cents on any
one of the following pupers. —Cazxava Scutoot Jorrsar, £{ucational
Weekly, Exducationul " Monthly, or the publications of Kellogg & Co.,
New York, The vice-president, Mre. J. E. Dickson, B.A., in a happy
matner answered the various questions sent in by teachers.

In the eveng, notwithstanhing the inclement weather, a large
audience assembled to hear a secture by Mr, J. L. fHughes, 2.8.1.,
Towonto, entitled ** My School-duys 1 Cedar Vale,” He jlustrated
the old-time teachier with hts buadle of rods and culee the one who be-
licved in the doctrine of **no lickin’, no larnin®,” and whe carried it
out in his every day work ; the itinerant teacher, who moved every
year beeause e had to; theygo abead teacher, who led the boys in all
their play as well as their work, aund the heart teacher. Me. Hughes
is particularly happy in his illustrations, hits, witticisms, and delivery.
He s deservedly popular with the North York teacliers, before whom
he has appeared several times.

Ou the second day, after reading minutes and voll call, Miss Lizzie
Ross gave an eahibition of what may be accomplished with little child-
ren in the matter of kindergarten sougs.  The exercise was enthusiasti-
cally received.  Mr. Martin then introduced *¢ Algebraic Factoring,”

 Mr. Hollwgshead **Conmon Errors m LEuglish,” and Mr. Watson

“Sunple Interest.”  The comnuttes appuinted to consider the action of
some teachers who have heen trying to deprive other teachers of their
situations tcpurted several resolutivns similar to those adopted by the
Waterloo Teachers' Association. The committee on the limit work for
promotions reported. Mr, Sangster vead a papoer on ‘¢ Teaching Mis-
tory.” Tue following work was arsanged for next meeting : —Cowposi-
tion to third and fourth bovk clusses, look and say and pliunic reading,
primary  writing, prinacy drawing, physics taught to beginners,
gcugra‘phy in_an ungraded schou!; text-book , their uses aud abuses ;
work for Friday afternoon, trustees' attendance at conventions, map
drawing, and work among the Iudiaus on Georgina Istand.  Notwith-
standiug the extremely wet weather about 70 teachers were present,
besides the teachers in training from the Model School and many of tue
High School students. Several of the teachers drove over 20 miles in
the heavy min and overbad roads ; i some cases they were accom-
panicd by their teustees.~—~Comntunicated,

Literary Review,

Rispan uso Hausnaneans (Grunmy, edited Uy Prof. Van der Sinissen.
{(Williamson « Co., Toronto.) A now impulse hts heen given to the study
of German in the High Schools by the introduction of these tales. The
nervous, idiomatic language in which they are written renders them much
better titted than works of otherwise higher merit for teaching tho
}:Ccuhanucs of Gerinan, The editar alva deserves great praise, not only

ur the cire aud taste displayed 1n the selectiun of type, proof reading, &c.,

but for some special feature of more than ordinary mcerit.  His notes uro
lminu-d. and just what the pupil is most likely to require.  1hey supply
um with liclps to understand the more difticnlt passages, draw his atten.
tion to the peculianties of construction with which he iy conustantly racet.
1ng, aud thas render hun sumewhat less dependent on his teachier than he
would be without themn The chaptdr on cunstruction at the end of the
buok 1s very full, in fact the fullest of tho kind we have seen.  ‘Lhe voca.
bulary, also, is not only fuil, bhut is more like a set of notes on the words
alphabetically arranzed than an ordinary vocabulary. For out own part,
we would hxve preferred secing the book m German instead of Romnan
vpe, 3satis handly fair o the Enghish student to fight the battle of the
two types at tus expense long befuie it is fonghi vut at hoe in Termang.
We hardly hike the reantroduciion of the “¢* into the word “giang,” as’it
is not hkey to be generally adopt-d, the tendency heing to reduce the
trouble of writing wherever it zan be dune without auy practical sacrifice.
The faults of the edition are, on the whale, tnfling, and its excellencics
nutierous and stnkmg.  Prof. Van der Snussen sy evidently & teachier as
well ax a scholar, aud this as a vatae of which cditors of schid hooks are
not always guilty,




