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Mr Youatt the greatest authority on rabies in
dogs, thinks that it does not now occar spontac-
eously, aud he believes it may be extirpated
everywhere if o thorvagh quarantioe could be
established on dogs. It appears to us that at
l2ast eighty out every hundred dogs in every
cownmuuity are of no use, and tha* it would be
well to destroy just about this proportiva of
them.

I'he essoyist says :—“ All who are in charge
of a dog may, by a little attention, discover the
early symptoms of rabies, and prevent any wis-
chief by suquestrating the animalin time. Is he
fidgetty aud sullen? Does he, wnen first il',
manifest importunate ufl ction? Is be aff cted
with hailucivation? Does ke exhibit ard nt
thiist? D.es besera‘ch bis ear violently? and
does he paw the corners of his mouth without
keep'ng the muuth permenently epen?  Does
he refuse his nataral fuod, and cxhibita depraved
appetite? Is he in:eosible to pain, and his vaice
strangely altered? Any one of theve symptoms
should awaken suspicio., and a close observation
will soon dizcover the true state of the case.
We advise all our readers to cowmit this ivfor-
mation resp. cting the symptoms to memory, a3
it may be of paramount importance at some fu-
tare period,”

The poizon of rab’es i3 not communicated by
contagion, but ingoculation with thesaliva, Ote
mysterious feature counected with this peison, is
thet after being bitten it may remain in the
system for nearly a year before it developes it-
self. How it thus remaips ivert is unknown.
When a person is bitten by a dog supposed to
be mad, the only course to pursue is to cauterize
the wound at or.ce. It is a consoling fact that
only one out of every three persons bitten by
mad dogs have becom: affected with hydropbo-
bia; still, the maludy is so texrible and treacherrus
that eveay piecaution should be used at all sea-
sops of the year to prevent it.—Scientific Amer-
ican.

A Tex MiLe ArMy oF ANTS, AND THEIR
ExrLoirs — We tulie the fol owing description
of the “Basbikouay”—or reddish brown African
snt—from Du Chaillu’s account of his African
travels.
forest in a loog and regalar line, about two juch-
es broad and often ten miles in length. All
along thislive are larger ants, who act as officers,
stand outside the ranks, and keep this singular
army in order. If they come to a place where
there are no trees to shelter them from the sun,
whose heat they canoot bear, they immediately
build undergrouad tunnels, through which the
whole army posses in columns to the forest be-
vond. These tunnels are four or five feet under-
ground, and are wsed only in the bhea:
of the day or during a storm. When they

get bungry, the long file spreads itself through
the forest in a front line, and devovrs

~It is their habit to march through the

all it comes to witha fury which is quite irresist.
ible. The elephant and gordln fly before thig
attack. The black men run for their lives,
L very unimal that lives in their line of march is
chased. They seem to understand avd actupon
the ftactics of Napoleon, and concentrate with
great specd their heaviest furc :3 upon the poing
of attuch. Tu an incredible short space of time
the mouse, or dog, or leopard, or deer 18 e
whelmed, killed, caten, and the bare :keleton
only remains., ‘They seem to travel night and
day. Muny a time have I'been awukened ont
of a sleep, and obligid to rush from the hut
and into the water to save my life, and after all
suflered intolerable agony from the bites of the
advance guard, who had got into my clothes.—
When they euter a house they clear it of all
living thivgs. R aches are devoured in an in-
stunt Ratg and mice spring roand the room in
vain.  An overwhelmng force of anis kill a

{ strong rat in less than a minute, in spite of the

most fran'ic striggles, ar.d in less thau another
wigute its boues are stripped. Lvery living
thing in the heu:e is devour.d. 'They will not
‘puch vegetable matter. Thus they are io real
ity very vs:ful (as we’'l 43 dan_erous) to the ne-
gines, who have their buts cleared of all the
abounding  vermin, such as immense roaches
a~d centipedes, at | -ast several times a year —
When on their march, the inseet world flies be.
fore them, aud I have often had the approachof
the bashikouay army Leruded to me by this
means. Wherever they go they make a clean
sweep, even ascending to the tops of the high-
e-t trees in purenit of their prey.  Their man
ner of attack is an impetuous leap, Inatantly
the strong pincers are fastened, and they only
let go when the piece gives way. At such
times this Little animalseems animated by akind
o! fury, which causes it to disregard entirely its
own safety, and scek only the corqaest of it
prey. The bite is very painful. ‘T'he negroes
relate that crimina’s were in former times ex
posed in the path of the bashikouay aute, as the
most cruel manner ef putting them to death
‘I'wo very remarkable practices of theirs remain
tobe related. When on their line of march they
must cross astream, they throw themselves acros
and form & tunnel—a living tunnel—connecting
two trees or high bushes on opposite sidesofthe
li'tle stream. 'T'h s is done with great speed, and
is effected by a great number of ants, each of
which clings with its fore claws to its n-xt neigh:
bour’s body or hind claws, L'hus they {orm &
bigh, safe tubular bridge, through which the
whole vest regiment marches io regular order.
If disturbed, or if the arch is broken by the
violence of some snimal, they instantly attack
the offender with the greatest animosity. The
bashikouay have the sense of smell finely develop:
ed, as indeed have all the ants I koow of, aud
they are guided very much by it. They an
larger than any ant we have in Americs, ‘being



