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Libraries and Text Books.

The subject of District Libraries
has been referred to m tormer num-
bers of aur Perindical, and in conse-
quence of their importance we now
bring this iwoportant part of education-
al machinery more prominently before
our reader~. Lihraries of useful
knowledge forinas a very impor.ant
educational anxiliary of évery country
where knowledge is making salutery
progress. In Great Britien tnis sub-

, Ject. has recently engaged the atten-
tiou of some of the principal states-
mer and philanthropists of the na-

tion; and also in t.¢ New Eng-.

land Stotes, and Western Canada,
the subject of Distric€ School Libra~
ries turms & very important part of
their educationel movements, It is
3 settled pmat, thut the mind will
have fo @ as well as the body, and of
the means of obtaining us ful know-
ledye 13 not generally provided, the
muss ot sociery will run tnto the ex-
tremes of vice, the sociul fabric will

soon becowe moraily and intellectu-
slly purabzed ; penple will have some
place of resort ; and if no hibrary ex-
ists in the communitv, the tavern, the
ball-room, the card-tahle, and such
other places, will taka ‘the attenaon, .
and be thé means of leading, as they
too olien do, & larga portion of socie-
ty into the chamels of vica. It isa
certain fact, that wan is not made to
act like the beasts that perish,:~his
mind requires cultivation,— he 1s des-
tined for & wore lofty statesof exist-
ence, even on earth, than merely to -
sit dowu and eat, and rise up to play ;
or eat in order that he might work,
and work in order that he might eat.
We do not know of any means of
more importance, ina secular point
of view, tawards the educatiou of our
race, than the estabrishment of libra~
ries, where are troasured up o large-
sunply of the records of ull .that are
areat and gaod of past ages, as well
us that cominually wranspuing, along



