
aub $amuily 3astructtr,
FOR NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNS WICE, AND .PRINCE

EDWARD ISLAND.
.rDITED BY - - - - ALEXAMDÉR MUNRO,

Bay Verte, New-.Brunswick.
Ali Communications to bi addressed to the Editor, rosr PÂID.

TERMS:-s. 9d. per Annum. Single Copies, 4d. Te CLUBS: Ses last Page,
OOMTBNTs:

PAGE.
Libraries and Text Books,.......... 1
School ill--New Brunswick,........ 4
Correspendence, .................... 5
Emulation in Schools................ 7
Plant Fl wers near the School

Housa,......................9

PAGl.
-MIROELnANuoU6• :

On the Vitalil-y of Grass Seed,. 10
A Curious Qcestion,.............. Il
Rnral Architecture,.............. 12
.Origin of Parliaments,.............. 14

Vol. 2. JAN U AV, 1859. o. I.

Libraries and Text Books.
The snbject of District Libraries

lias leen referred to in tonner nuim-
liers of our Periodical, and in conse-
quence of their importance we now
bring thh important part of education-
al machmnery mori, prominently before
our reader.-. Libraries of useful
knowledge forms a very impor.ant
edaucational auxiliary of èvery country
where knowletge is makng salutery
progress. In Great Briti"n tmis sub-
ject has recently engaged the atten-
tion of some of the principal states-
men and philanthropists of the na-
lion ; .and also in t .e New Eng-
lani States, and Western Canada,
the subjeêt of Districetschool Libra-
ries torms a .very important part of
their educational movements. It is
a settled point, that the mind will
have f4* d as well as the b.-dy. aid if
the means of obtaining us fui know-
ledge is not g-n>raby provided, the
mites of sociey will rin into the ex-
tremes of vice, the sociuit fabric wili

soon become morally and intellectu-
ally paral'zed; people vil have some
place of resort; and if no hibrary ex.
ists in the comumunitv, the tavern, the
ball-room, the card-tahl->, and stiph
other pl.aces, will take 'the attention,.
and, be thè mpans of leading. as they
too olien do, a larg- portion pf socie-
ty into the ch:mnels of vice. It is a
certain fact, that'man is not made, to
net like the beats that perish,:-bis
mind requires cultivaticmn,- he is des-
tined for a more lofty stateaof exist-
ence, even on earth, than merely to
sit down and eat, and rise up to play;
or eat in order i hat he might work,
and work ià order that he might eat.
We do not know of any meaus of
more linportanlce, ii a secular point
of view, towarts the educatioti o oiur
race, than the establishnetit of libra.
ries, wheure are treinured up a larue
sumily of the records of ill that are
great and oiinod of past nges, ns well
as that coninually transpmnmg, along


