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a moment by those -among his custObmers who were
decided in their rélicious convictions; for they were

f ully convinced that a person who held such opini, ýns
was a danorerous man in any community. They there-

fore withdrew their patronage, whieh completed ' the
ruin of bis formerly prosperous business, for itdid not
afterwards pay running expenses. le

This state of things greatly alarmed Ruth, and was
the source of much.sorrow. But there were greater

sorrows toi follow.
When we are strtigçrlirt- with difficulties and en-

vironed by circumstances whieh have a tendency to,
make us miserable, we must not imagine tl)at we have

sounded the dee,ýest depths of the abyss of woe, for if
we do we may discover there are depths we have not
yet fathomed. This Ruth Ashton soon bitterly real-

ized, for'her husband had of laite frequently returned
from tÉe Club so much under« the influence of liquor

as tp'be thick in bis speech and wild, extravagant andPI Üish in rshis actions, which caused her many hou
(if tinutterable anorui-h.

When he fir.ýqt becran to drink she was not serion ly
alarmed, it being the eustom in England, at théir

convivial parties, to pledge each other in wine; and
since on'sué occasions it frequently happehed that

they i'bibedi, enouoph, not only.to make thený a little
exuberant --buik ais Ô quite intoxicated, she th-jugrht sheýî

must not expect- her, husband to be edifferýnt,,,- frora
other men in this respect, M it wais at moàt'only a
venial offence. But now whèn his troubles thickened,


