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Conservative Rally

Congregational Church 
History

The Oddest Organized Church 
in This District

The Congregational Church of 
Watford which i3 celebrating the 
eighty-fifth anniversary of its organ
ization on Sunday and Monday, is

from the active ministry, and is the 
only former pastor who is buried in 
Watford Cemetery.

During Mr. Hay’s pastorate the 
present site on Main street was pur
chased in February, 1889, and a 
large frame church edifice erected.

Rev. Mr. Hay closed his pastorate 
early in 1894, and in the middle of 
t^at year, Rev. W. H. Ma dill became 
pastor for a short term. In 1895 Bev 
Albert Margrett succeeded Mr. Ma- 
dill and continuedthe oldest organized congregation in December'3^^898 ^ Pa8t°r 

this village, and also, together with ^Ref Charlel’ ILdown served

the church as pastor from April to 
■September 1899, and was followed

Town Hall, Petrolia, Wednesday, 
November 26th

The officers of the Liberal Conser
vative Association in East Lambton 
s,ave decided to hold a general organ 
ization meeting and rally in the Town 
Hall Petrolia, on Wednesday, Nov
ember 26th next at 2 o’clock p.m.

Hon. Hugh Guthrie M.P., R- V. Le 
Sueur M.P., Wilfred S. Haney M.L. 
A and Joseph E. Armstrong will be 
the speakers for the afternoon and a 
rousing time is expected.

It is the desire of the Association 
that the Chairman and Secretary of 
each polling sulb-division in the rid
ing shall attend this gathering with 
a/many of the workers as can make 
it convenient to attend.

Special accommodation will be 
provided for the ladies, who are cor
dially invited.

If it is worth while getting a radio 
it is worth while knowing what make 
and what size you will get good re
sults at the lowest cost. We can tell 
you.—Chas. M. Fitzgerald.

SUBSCRIPTION AGENT 
PUBLICATIONS

FOR

The Guide-Advocate is authorized 
agent to receive subscriptions for all 
daily and weekly papers, magazines, 
etc. We keep a complete record of 
all subscriptions received, date when 
forwarded and how sent—whether 
by money order, express order, or 
through the bank. This is for your 
protection as well as for our own 
Wc can trace your payment up at 
any time when necessary. We save 
you the trouble of writing a letter, 
the cost of postage, money order, war 
stamps, etc. In other words we charge 
only the regular subscription price of 
any newspaper, magazine or period, 
ici you care to take.

Xmas Greeting Cards
Our new samples of Personal 

Christmas Greeting Cards are here 
and very attractive they are.

Canadian-made cards with your 
name and address Incorporated 
thereon will cost you $1.75 to $3.50 
for the first dozen, subsequent quan
tities at minimum prices.

They will solve your Christmas 
Gift proposition and we guarantee 
satisfaction as far as execution is 
concerned.

Bring this announcement with you 
and ask to see the Mutual Series, 
comprising the best selection at the 
lowest prices, taking quality into 
consideration.

Orders executed from these samp
les are always on time and 100 per 
cent perfect.

THE GUIDE- ADVOCATE

I keep six honest, serving men ;
(.They taught me Ail I Knew):

Their names are WHAT and WHY 
and WHEN,

and HOW and WHERE and WHO”

WHAT was the Declaration of London? 
WHY does the date for Easter vary? 
WHEN was the great pyramid of 

Cheops built ?
HOW can you distinguish a malarial 

mosquito ?
WHERE ia Canberra ? Zeebrugge ? 
WHO was the Millboy of the Slashes ?
nAre»fhC8c “8i:t men” serving you too? 
wive them an opportunity by placing

Webster’s 
New International 
Dictionary
in your home, 
school, office, 
club, library. ,
Tbis“Supreme -,
Authority” in all __ 
knowledge offers service, 
immediate, constant, lasting, trust
worthy. Answers all kinds of ques
tions. A century of developing, 
enlarging, and perfecting under ex- 
acting care and highest scholarship 
insures accuracy, completeness, 
compactness, authority.

or«a garnie page of the New Words, booîiH ” vf ïkgrulnr and India Papers, also 
tbo3PI,t.nJou.“° the Jury,'* prices, etc. To
«MtoîSlfct 6toOTb‘iC“ti<m " ”IU 3md/r“

the Zion Congregational church on 
the corner of the second concession 
N.E.R., and the fifteenth sideroad, 
Warwick township, js apparently the 
oldest organized congregation in the 
township.

Back in 1839, some thirty-five 
years before Watford was incorpor
ated as a village, Rev. W. F. Clarke, 
pastor of the First Congregational 
Church, London, journeyed out of 
London, along what is now the Sar
nia Gravel Road and established 
preaching stations at various inter
vals. His farthest point west was the 
township of Warwick jvhere he com
menced preaching services in .an old 
log building on the outskirts of what 
is now the Village of Watford, and 
also in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Enoch Thomas on the second line, 
N.E.R. A nephew of Deacon Enoch 
Thomas as he was familiarly known, 
is still serving as deacon of the Wat
ford church in the person of John 
Thomas ; while several grandchildren 
of Enoch Thomas, together with 
three great-grandchildren, are ser
ving the two churches in official pos
itions.

The first pastor of the two church
es was the Rev. Mr. Geikie, who was 
followed by Rev. Leonard McGlashan 
During Rev. Mr. McGlashan’s pas
torate he started a school of higher 
education in the home of Deacon 
Enoch Thomas. It was a kind of 
“Preparatory School for the Minis
try” and at least two Congregational 
ministers, the Revs. William and 
James Hay, brothers of Rev. Robert 
Hay, who was later the pastor, for 
many years of the Watford and War
wick churches, began their theolog
ical studies under the tuition of Rev.
Mr. McGlashan.

Rev. Mr. Armour was the next 
pastor.

Shortly before, or about, this time 
a church building -ras erected on 
the Main road and fifteenth sideroad, 
Warwick township, on the opposite 
corner to that on which Knox Pres
byterian church stands today, and 
this church was shared with the 
Presbyterian, who had just com
menced services, just as the building 
erected by the Presbyterians on the 
outskirts of Watford, on North St., 
was shared by them with the Congre
gational church of Watford. This 
cordial good-fellowship between 
these two denominations has been 
manifest throughout their history 
ever since.

Rev. Daniel McCallum commenced 
his pastorate about the year 1849, 
and continued as pastor for about 
sixteen years. A singular co-incid
ence is that at the time of Rev. Mr 
McCallum’s death in May 1917, at 
Kingston, his pastor was Rev. T. De- 
Courcy Rayner, the present pastor of 
the Watford Church.

Rev. John Salmon became pastor 
in 1866, and during his pastorate the 
first Congregational Church edifice 
was erected in the Village of Wat
ford, this being a frame building, 30 
by 40 feet in size, paited white, with 
Gothic windows and doors. The 
Church, which was known as the 
Bethel Congregational Church, stood 
on Victoria street, and was opened 
on Friday, Jan. 7th, 1870, Rev. Dr. 
Wilkes, of Montreal, being the 
special preacher at the afternoon 
services, the Church being filled for 
the occasion. A tea meeting was held 
in the evening, the church being 
crowded and people turned away 
from its doors.

During Rev. Mr. Salmon’s pastor
ate the Zion Congregational church, 
in Warwick township, decided to give 
up the use of the edifice on the .Main 
Road, and, having secured a new 
site on the corner of the Second 
concession N.E.R., and fifteenth side 
road, in 1868 erected the present 
church edifice which was opened on 
Sunday, January 31st, 1869, with 
Rev. J. Wood, of Brantford, and 
Rev. Mr. Bauld, C.P., as special 
preachers in the morning and after
noon, and the pastor, Rev. J. Sal
mon, as preacher in the evening.

The brick used in the new ehuren 
was donated by one of the members 
the late R. J. McCormick, af-erwards 
M.L.A. for East Hamilton.

Rev. Robert Hay followed Mr. 
Salmon as pastor, and remained for 
some years after which he resigned 
and was succeeded by Rev. J. B. Col- , 
well, who served as pastor for about 
one year: Rev. Robert Hay was then | 
invited to return for a second teim , 
as pastor, and served the chinch 
•faithfully for about fifteen years.Rev. Mr. Hay continued to reside ], 
in Watford following his re.irement •

by Rev. C. H. Routcliffe, who com
menced his pastorate in October 
1899, and continued until the middle 
of 1902 when he resigned on account 
of ill-health.

Rev. Albert Margrett returned to 
the church as supply-pastor for sev
eral months during Mr. Routcliffe’s 
illness.

Rev. J. P. Gerrie B.A., accepted a 
call to the pastorate and commenced 
his work in September, 1902, con
tinuing as pastor until September, 
1904.

Rev. Matthew Keflly succeeded Rev 
Mr. Gerrie, commencing his pastor
ate in November, 1904, and remain
ing with the Church until April, 1911

The Churrh building was destroy
ed by fire on April 4th, 1911, and 
services were held in the old Town 
Hall. The present brick building was 
erected in 1911, the re-opening ser
vices being held on January 28, 1912.

Rev. R. M. Stevenson, F.R.G.S., 
served the Church as pastor for var
ious periods from 1911 until the end 
of 1918; and the present pastor, Rev. 
T. DeCourcÿ Rayner, commenced his 
pastorate on May 4th, 1919, coming 
here from the pastorate of the First 
•Congregational Church, Kingston, 
Ontario.

Several of the former pastors have 
been very prominent in the life and 
work of the Denomination, serving 
on various Denominational Executive 
Committees ; the following having 
been honored with election as Chair
man of the Congregational *Union of 
Canada: Rev. Daniel MacCallum, in 
1876; Rev. J. P. Gerrie, B.A., in 
1903, while pastor of the Watford 
■Church ; Rev. Matthew Kelly, in 
1919; and Rev. Albert Margrett, in 
1920. The present pastor, Rev. T. 
DeCourcy Rayner, has served as 
Young People’s Editor of “The Can
adian Congregationalist” for the 
past seven years, and also as a mem
ber of the Executive of the Depart
ment of Sabbath Schools and Young 
People’s Societies of the Congrega
tional Union of Canada.

Biltmore 
for men

“The Master Hat 
of Canada”

SOLD BY—
J. W. McCONKEY

SOUTH END

Need

The real danger is that when the 
cuticle or outer skin is damaged or 
removed the sensitive flesh is exposed to 
the inflammatory action of the air and 
to the poisonous influence of germs and 
dirt. The first thing to

AVERT COMPLICATIONS
is to coat the flesh over with a thin 
layer of Zam-Buk, which has great 
antiseptic, purifying and healing powers. 
Burns and scalds should be treated and 
bandaged up very quickly. Zam:Buk 
speedily banishes pain, allays all inflam
mation and grows new healthy skin.

Zain-Btik is so reliable and so useful that i: 
has been aptly called" A Surgery in a Two Inch, 
Box.” 50c. box. 3 foi $1.25, dealers everywhere.
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Market
NEXT

FOR TURKEYS !
We advise all our 

customers to sell 
for this market.

Live Ducks, Geese, 
Fowl and Chickens
Also Wanted for This Market !
Don’t Hold and Lose 

Like Last Year— 
GET OCR PRICES

p, „ Lambton’s Largest
Mni"2S 2 Poultry MarketMain 25-2 
Main 25-3

V

459359

45736


