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THE ONTARIO CABINET.
4 i

Honorable J. P. Whitney is now
Premier of Ontario. He has formed
his Cabinet, the members of which have
‘been sworn into office and are at
work ip their respective departments.
The new Ontario Cabinet is composed of
the following members :

Premier and :Attorney-General—J. P.
Whitney, K. C., M. L. A., Dundas.

Minister of Crown Lands—J. J. Foy,
K. C.. M. L. A, South Toronto.

Minister of Agricuiture—Nelson Mon-
deith, M. L. A., South Perth.

Provincial Treasurer—A. J. Mhath-
eson, M. L. A, South Lanark.

Minister of Educatiou—R. A. Pyne,
M. D, M. L. A., East Toronto.

Provincial Secretary—W. J. Hauna,
M. L. ‘A, West Lambton.

Minister of .Public Works—J. O.
Reaume, M. D,, M. L. A., North Essex.

iMinisters without, portfolio—Adam
Beck, M. L. A., London; J. 8. Hendrie,
M. L. ‘A., West Hamilton; W. A. Wil-
loughby, M. L. A., Bast Northumber-
land.

Speaker—J. W. St. John, M. L. A,
West York. '

As this is the first Conservative ad-
ministration the Province of Ontario
has ever had since Coufederation, it will
fbe opportune to review ‘briefly the his-
tory of politics in that Province for the
mearly forty years of its existence.

The name of John Sandfield Macdon-
-ald has almost been forgotten, so long
is it since he was Premier of Ontario,
and few men now living, at least in
British «Columbia, were personally fa-
aniliar with him. He, however, belonged
40 the old-time Liberals when Blake
and Mills represented the radical ele-
sment and were coming into prominence.
His was a coalition government and last-
-ed from 1867 untdl 1871, when Hon.
fEdward Blake defeated the.Government
and became Premier. It was during the
derm| of the administration of Sandfield
-Macdonald, who was of a most eco-
amomical turn of mind, that the surplus
<0f which Liberals have boasted of for
S0 many years, was produced. Owing
to the law against dual representation,
Mr. Blake, who also occupied a seat
in the House jof Commons, resigned in
1872 in order'to remain at Ottawa. It
was then that Hon. Oliver Mowat, prob-
ably the most distinguished son of Ou-
tario, descended from ‘the Bench and
became Premier on October 21, 1872,
Mr. Mowat -retained the Premiership
for about a quarter of a century, from
1872 to June, 1896, when he retired to

accept the positior of Minister of Justice |

in Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s newly-formed
Cabinet. While in Outario politics he
successfully carried six successive gen-
eral elections. The most prominent fea-
ture of his term of office was the con-
stitutional. battle waged with the Do-
minion authorities in respect to certain
Provincial rights. The success achieved
by Mr. Mowat in a series of appeals
to the judicial committee of the Privy
Council, is in itself the greatest tribute
which could be paid to his legal knowl-
edge and to his insight into the funda-
mental principles of the British North
[America Act.
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When Sir Oliver Mowat resigned, the
strength of the Ontario Liberal party
went with him, and subsequent to that
the holding of office was a struggle,
which culminated in the decisive defeat
of the Ross Goverpment at the recent
elections.

‘Honorable A. 'S. Hardy, long a col-
league of Mr. Mowat and a member of
the Provincial House for twenty-three
Jyears, succeeded and retained the office
until October 21, 1 when he retired
owing to ill-health. The then Minister
of Education, Hon. G. W. ‘Ross, took

office as Premier, and the rest of the,

story is familiar to all of our readers.
Sir Mathew Crooks ‘Cameron, another
mame familiar to politicians of a past
geueration, ‘and a very able man, was
leader of the 1Conservative opposition in
Ountario from 1871 until 1878, when the
Dost was taken by Mr. W. R. Meredith,
aow Chief Justice of the Court ¢f Ap-
Deal, which position he accepted in On-
tario, 1895. |
Mr. G. F. Marter was leader for one
Session after the retirement of Mr,
Meredith. Mr. J. P, Whitney assumed
the leadership April 2, 1896, and vigor-
ously fought the battles of the Opposi-
tion until his success of reeent date.
As to the personnel of the new Con-
servative Cabizet, we cannot say much
from personal knowledge, and accept the
statement of the Toronto Mail and Em-
pire aud other néwspapers on that seore.
Hon. J. J. Foy, it is said, will become
Attorney-General after the coming ses-
sion of Parliament, and the Premier
will take the Department of Crown
Lands. Colonel Matheson has made a
special study of Ontario finances, and
Doctor Pyne, it is said, has devoted his
life to the stuly of educational matters
Mr. Monteith is a practical farmer and
described as the master of all branches
of agriculture. Mr. Hauna is a very
able dabater and is said to have Zood
executive capacity. The Mail and Bm-
pire remarks : “On the whole,. the new
Cabinet is, in intellectual strength, su-

perior to any we have had for many
yelts-" :

It is significant that the Globe and
other leading Liberal papers have ac-

are extending to the new®ministry every
consideration, in fact, they might al-
most be said to be supporting it. They at
all events express the desire to give the
new ministry a fair trial before indulg-
ing in criticism. Necessarily no member
of the new Government has had any ex
perience as a ‘Cabinet Minister, and,
therefore, he cannot be expected to be-
come familian with the affairs of his
department and be quite at ease for
some months yet.

As a matter of reference, we append
the details of the results of general elec

tions in Ontario prior to the last:
1867—The Globe reported 39 constitn-
encies for the coalition Government and
42 for the Liberals. The defection of
certain Liberals, afterwards known as
“the nine martyrs,” who claimed that
they had been elected to support the
coalition, changed the face of the result.
1871—Liberals 41, Conservatives 32
and Independents 7. Subsequently the
Government were beaten on division and
resigned.
1875—Liberals
Independents 4.
1879—Liberals
1883—Liberals
I};ﬁﬁpendeuts D
1886—Liberals 54, Conservatives 34.
1889—Liberals 54, Couservatives 36.
1804—Liberals 50, Conservatives 23,
dndependents 5, Patrons of Industry 11,
TPk 2
1808—Liberals 47. Couservatives 44,
Patrons 1, Independent 1, vacant 1.
1902—Liberals 51, Conservatives 47.
THE QUEBEC SITUATION.

50, Conservatives 33,

58, Conservatives 30.
46, ‘Conservatives 36,

The political situation in Quebee is
rather acute, and the outlook at present
is that Hon. S. N. Parent will have
to resign. Three of his Ministers have
left him, and it is said they have a
majority of the members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House with them.
As the Parent faction only numbers 38,
it is apparent that if he cannot alter the
allegiance of some of the menibers now
opposed to him, he will either resign
or accept defeat when the House meets.
The particulars of the quarrel which
culminated in the resignation of three
of his colleagues have not been made
public, neither party to the dispute car-
ing to talk for the present. It is a
quarrel, however, in which some of the
French4Canadian memdbers in the Do-
minion Parliament take a keen interest
and active hand, so that it is more than
domestic in its character. The majority
of the party in Quebec Province are ap-
parently. opposed to Parent as leader,
and repeated efforts have been made to
get him out of the way by offers of posi-
tions. ‘The Premier is very strong and
popular in thecity of Quebec, of which
he has been Mayor for some time, and
that fact is probably one of the causes
of complaint against him. Thougih he
is not a speaker in any ' degree of
fluency, he is an able administrator, with
a will decidedly his own. As Mayor
and as Premier he thas done much to-
wards financial reconstruction and im-
provement. F 7

Privately and publicly Parent is a
very shrewd man. In fact, ds the se-
quel has shown, he has been so shrewd
as to over-reach himself. Although the
Quebec Parliament had still a whole
year to run before its matural expiry,

.| the wishes of the

and a half million’ dollars of liabilities,

for these very works, certainly it.is per-
missible to place their value on the
other side of the ledger. These are men-
tioned merely as sample assets.”

e e
THRE DEBATE ON THE -ADDRESS.

The movgr and eﬁgnder of the Ad-
dress in ithe T.egislature
ceived gnany : i ts from their
friends upom the able and clear manner
in which they presented the salieat
points of the Government’'s policy, and
their own views on the political ques-
tions of the day. Mr. Ross, the mover,
gave last session some promise ?m;‘x gs-

presentment this year quite j
expectations of his friends.
and Mr. Taylor, the secomder, showed, .
however, that they did mot merely echo
iry benches; but
that they had well defined views of their
own to present for the comsideration of
the Government. In particular, .Mr. i
Ross laid stress upon the railway situa- !
tion and developed his case in such a
way as to leave the impression that he
had given careful study to the subject.
There were two branches, so to speak,
of his policy, one local, one transcontin-
ental. He advocated local lines in the
Southern Interior of the Mainland amnd
on Vancouver Island, to complete sys-
tems already there. In mespect to trans-
continental lines, he pointed out that
the C. P. R. is already an accomplishel
fact. The Grand Trunk 'Pacific under
its contract is bound to come sooner or
later. The Great Northern is reaching
for territory it is bound in its own in-
terests to enter. The Canadian North-
em, soon to be at Edmonton, he reggrd-
ed as the key of the situation, in view
of the possibility of that railway seek-
ing a transcontinental terminus on the
Pacific Coast through the Yellowhead
Pass between the Canadian Northera
and the Grand Trunk Pacific. Mr. Ross
took occasion to refer to the rumor of
a comnspiracy alleged to have been enter-
ed into among certain of the supponters
of the Government to defeat it and to
state that he was not one of them and
that he believed every other member on
the Government side of the House was
prepared to give as explicit a denial of
what was charged. &
Mr. Taylor dwelt largely on the im-
portance of the memorandum sent by the '
Government to the Dominion authori-
ties in behalf of Better Terms. In his
opinion the arguments presented were
irrefutable and he did not see how the
justice of our case could be denied. In
dealing with the complaints against
provincial
g;’m,OOQ was raised, he asked the Op-
position what they had to say to.the
taxation incurred through customs and
excise to the extent of  $2,500,000- and
over annually which went to the coffers
ot the Dominion. Mr., Taylor made a
strong plea for the lumbermen of this
anstrict who suffered for lack of market
by being shut out of Manitoba and the
Northwest by Americans using .them_as
a slaughter ground for their surpius
stocks. Those men, he said, though they
contributed largely to the revenues of |
the Province, did mot complain of the !
treatment by the Provincial Govern-
aent, but they did complain of being
excluded from their only available mar-
ket by which they could recoup them-
selves for the outlay made to establish
build up their business. -Mr. Tay-
r concurred in the i ity of formu- |
lating & sound policy assistance to |
railways, and in this connection advo-
cated including tramways, which could
serve loclaliues into -vgohicht it wot::d not
pay regular standard lines to go 1 busi-
mness. ‘Both Mr. Ross and Mr. Taylor .
made important contributions to the de-
bate on the Address, and have furnished
serious texts for the discussion to follow.

THE STATE OF THE FINANCES.

Judging {rom ithe comments of!
some of our contemporaries, there is a
ber of‘persons wiio eonsider that the
Government by an -exercise of ‘“‘states-
manship”’ could perform all - kinds of
financial and other minacles. We are not
given the stightest kind of clue as to the
pwinciples which underlie such wonder-.
ful statesmanship. ~They endorse every
complaint vespecting taxation as -out-
e Sl dieden

and although there were uo i of
importance before the country to justify
an early dissolution, he took advantage
of the Liberal sweep in Dominion poli-
ties to spring an election, which did mnot
give the Conservatives time for organi-
zation or preparation. His course was
rightly regarded throughout the Domin-
ion’ as an abuse of the prerogative
‘which he recommended to the Lieuten-
ant-Governor to exercise in his behalf,
and as a protest the leader of the Con-
servative opposition in the Legislature
decided, as a party, not to contest any
of the seats against the Government.
The result was, of course, a walk-over
for the party in power. That success,
however, was the undoing of Mr. Pa-
rent. Feuds developed during the elec;
tion campaign as to who should be can-
didates, in whi¢h 'Cabinet Ministers took
opposite sides. In other words, Mr.
Parent has been visited with swift pun-
ishment for the abuse of his Jprivileges
as Premier. The leader of the Con-
servative party in Quebec was very
much criticized for the unusual course
referred to taken by him to-
wards the Government, but the
sequel has shown that he under-
stood the situation well, and
that as a party move it was excellently
plauned to fbring about its defeat.: 1t
will serve as warning héreafter to over-
ambitious leaders. Moreover, with this
example in their eyes, it is probable
that Lieutenant-Governors in the future
will hesitate before granting dissolu-
tion on pleas which  have only party
purposes to ‘serve. ‘
U e el

A CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

It has frequently been commentel
upon that in the keeping of the Pris-
vincial accounts there has never been n
capital account opened. It is true that
without one there is less opportunity
to juggle with figures. At .the same
time, a less favorable result is shown.
Such enterprises as the Parliament
buildings, the Fraser River bridge and

assets. Nevertheless, they represent an
asset and the expenditure of money in
a useful and necessary form. The New
Westminster Columbian, in dealing
with the public accounts, has this to
say incidentally regarding the matter:

pearing as a frontispiece and purport-
ing to be the balance sheet of the Prov-
ince. From the standpoint of the com-
piler, no doubt the statement is all that
ic is intended to be, ‘but it falls so far
short of being an account of the assets
and liabilities of the Province that it
should not be published as such. The
‘assets’ appear to include little more
than the book debts, many of which are
of very doubtful value, and the show-

liabilities in excess of assets is not fair
to the Province. Mhe’ accountant no
doubt will say that it is not the habit
of governments in Canada to include un-
der assets anything like the ‘Fraser

River bridge at New ‘Westminster, ;or
the Parliament buildings at Victoria;

school houses, etc., are not realizable

“A’ table needing revision, is that-ap-{®% noced.

ing of nearly nine million dollars of |7,

g s buor ; - they echo
every grievance with reference to pub-
lic wants in the way of roads, streets,
bridges and other services; they belabor
the Government because railways by the
score are mot being built; and at-the
same time they are utterly dumbfounded
on account of there being a surplus of
$27,000 instead of half a million er so.
A government that goes along without
pyrotechnical display, paying its way,
and performing all the necessary services
with the limited means at its disposal,
is mot at all satisfactory to them. - So
much excitement and hysteria have
been imported into political life during
the past few years that nothing short
of grand coups and bewildering _ staie-
meents of policy are of avail.. This class
of persons has not considered the ro-
sponsibilities of government, they do not
realize that, even though this is a most
favored Province in the way of matural
resources, money, like the manna of qld.
does not fall with the dew, mor like
breadfruit grow on trees. They do no:
consider that railways cost from $20,-
000 to $35,000 a mile to build and equip,
and that the surplus of last year would
give us gbout ome mile of average rail-
way, if we had to.build it out of current
revenuwe. - We cam, it is 4rue, give . in-
scribed stock, but we must pay interest
on it, or we cam give land, but the same |
persons literally howl if land be sug- |
!gested as a subsidy. The position of |
the Province now is that it canmot go
to the money markets and borrow any
considerable sum. Its credit is not ex-
hausted, . but it has refiched that point
beyond which. it is aot good.pohc;: to go.
We have reached a state in. which we
are perfectly solvent, but past which
there ig the danger sigm. .-A‘ny..provm-
cial government must mow pay its way
out of current revenue. Inability to pay
cheques means insolvency. The Gov-
ernment cannot, like a newspaper pro-
prietor. when he gets into deép water,
pass the hat around among friends. A
government has mo friends of that char-
acter. 'Therefore, the most important
duty a government has is to keep the
finances in ‘onder, and that duty is great-
er now than it has ever been before, for
the reasom that we cannot borrow, at
least, it is meost inadvisable to attempt i
to borrow in the circumstances. What
railway or other schemes are undertaken
must be consid with the one thing
in view—our ability to maintain the re- |
‘sponsibility "ahd “meet the liabilities as
they fall due. What the people ought :
to expect is a  reasonable, economical
and efficient administration of affairs,
mot the flying of kites. The Province
has reached the stage of experien
‘when }F sh&uld‘ see the ’t'ol-lsi x:ltx mlﬁ
catting” a “plunging. ividua
who takes that risk, in case of failure,
‘affect only themselves and at most their
own immediate circle; but a government
in such circumstances rTeach the whale
of the people for whose interests it acts

PROPOSHED EIGHT-HOUR LAW
FOR SMELTERS.

- A bem-u : the .question of a

redu%tion otngﬂxe hours of -labor of smel-

eight-hour day.

in opposition to the bill was
the representative of Shoshone county,
the total voting population of which at
the last election was between 6 and

that pro-
ducing ninetenths of the mineral wealtn
of the sbtate in 1904, the mining popula-
tion of Shoshone county discounts that
of any other county in the sbtate fully
six 4o one.. ‘The mining industry of the !
‘Coeur 'd’ Alenes is in a more prosperons |
condition ‘mow ‘than  'at ' any:previous
time in its bistory. <A large smeunt of

but when -we are . publishing ‘ thirteen eapital ds beiug attracted’ there for min-

including two millions of debt incurred |

Muesday re- |’

taxation, by which about |’

a day’s labor, it has mot the power

say what that dabor shall be paid, and
an attempt to forco the present maxi-
mum rate of wages for an eight-hour
day might result in conditions such as
have existed in Colorado for the past
two years. - This bill does not meet with
the approval of the miners of the Coeur

id”Alenes, who would rather preserve ex-

isting comditions than '‘be put mpon an
eight-hour a day basis with the 20 per
cent. wage reduction which would assur-
edly follow. 5 -

The foregoing brief summary of the
speech that chiefly influenced the Iq.aAha
state legislature in rejecting the eight-
hour bill presented to it is commended
‘to the serious attention of those who 1n-
tend attempting to secure the passing of
an eight-hour law to affect men employ-
ed at smelters in Bnitish Columbia.
While we have full sympathy with , ef-
forts towards ameliorating the condition
of workers, we believe the present to be
a very inopportune time to introduce
legiglation of the kind proposed. The
mining industry has just recovered from
a long period of depression, partly d‘u%
it is claimed, to an earlier enactment o
a similar nature, and is now beginning
to enjoy a fair share of prosperity.
Dhere is every reason to belieye that
the keenm competition which exists be-
tween Canadian and American smelters
on this coast will not permit of any re-
duction in the hours of labor unless ac-
vompanied by a corresponding reduction
in wages. - The smelters of the interior,
while not affected by competition.to the
same degree, have too narrow a margin
of profit to permit of a one-third reduc-
tion in time without reducing wages as
well. It would, therefore, be a great
mistake, in our opinion, to attempt any-
thing of the kind at the present junc-
ture. It would re-open the whole ques-
tion, now happily settled, and would
mean mot only the closing of the smel-
ters, but of many of the producing mines
as well,

(

]
THE PRBEIGHT-HOUR SMELTER
BILL.

In peferring to the proposed eight-
hour7smelter law yesterday, we had no
desire to place ourselves iif opposition
to the. rights or claims of the working-
men whose interests are affected. We
believe that the present smelter day
of twelve hours is too long, and the
men have a reasonable claim for con-
sideration in asking for some reduction.
The furnace men, however, whose billet
is the hardest, only work eight hours
a day at the present time, and the du-
ties of the others, though the hours are
long, are not arduous. We do mnot be-

j lieve in the statutory limitation of hours

in any circumstances, for the reason
that the nature of every occupation is
different to that of every other occu-
pation. Conditions in one case might
make six hours a day extremely labori-
ous and trying as compared with ter
or twelve hours a day in another case
There can be no hard and fast rule
made to work out equitably, and hence
we believe that every industry should,
through representatives of employers
aud' workmen, be governed by a sche-
dule of hours and wages applicable to
the conditions which affect it in par-
ticular. Where injustices exist, which
employers refuse to recognize, it na-
turally becomes the duty of other or-
ganizations, -or branches of labor, to
take note of it and assist in bhaving a
satisfactory readjustment brought about.
‘That is the advanpage and one of the
legitimate objects 0f labor organization
on a large scale, in whiech under modern
conditions we must concur as a means
of preserving the equities as between
two classes. With the organization of
business “and imdustrial ' interests, in
which employers unite for specifie ob-
jects comes as a natural corollary the
combination of 'workmen. In a.system
of individualism one of the elements
of success is selfishness, and properly
s0, ‘because it is the duty of every man
in such a struggle to look carefully after
bis own interests. It follows that with-
ou: oppesing union to union and strength
to strength, the iuterests of the weaker
man or body of men may suffer.
Coming, however, to the application
of these principles to the smeiter situa-
tion, we" are opposed to passing a
law, which does net take coguizance -of
the conditions which exist in this Prov-
ince. It is clear that if the smelters
cannot make the industry of smelting
profitable they will close down, and that
everyone must regard as a pessibility
too serious to be permitted. Let ur
take the pesition on the Coast. The
Tagoma smelter enters into keen com-
petition with the smelters on Vanecou-
ver Island. At the present time the
latter are paying fifty cents a day mcre
for labor than the former, and are un-
able as it is now to tender on equal
terms with their rival for British Co-
lumbia ores. To raise the price of
wages one-third, for that is really what
it means, is, to use an expressive collo-
quialism, to put the local smelters out
of business. If it does not mean that, it
means to reduce the rate of wages to
the men in that proportion. This the
latter do not contemplate, and probably
would mnot submit to. Hence serious
trouble must ensue. In the case of the
Granby smelter, it is claimed that the
rate of profit on smelting the low-grade
ores is so small .as to not permit of
such a serious reduction in hours with-
out a corresponding reduction in  pay,
whick, as we said yesterday, would re-
sult in reopening a very serious ques-
tion, happily, for the time being, closed.
‘All the interior smelters would be seri-
ously affected. It is useless to deny the
fact that the mining operators, w'hu
‘have been airing grievances as to min-
ing legislation for some time past,
would unite with the owners of the
smelters to resist the demands of the
men, and once more the mining inter-
ests of the Province would be involved
in a long-drawn-out struggle. disastrous
alike to all. No one, particularly the
men who have to depend upon the mines
for their living by labor, should desire
to see such a result brought about. The
closing down of the smelters would re-
sult in the closing of the principal miaes,
as well as in directing a serious blow
to the manufacture of ecoke in the
‘Crow’s Nest Pass. Whatever its ount-
come, it must be serious all round.
The smelting indastry in British Co-
lumbin is still in its infancy. It will
take some years yet to place it on a
‘basis at all similar to that of the United
‘States. When it has attained a posi-
tion in which it can be shown that the
profits are sufficient to justify a de-
crease in the hours of the men withont
a corresponding decrease in wages, “it
‘will be time -to - cousider the desirability
of cousidering the situation in the Leg-
islature, in prder to place the employees
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on a party with those engaged in the
associated industry of muming. The
present is a most inopportune time to
impose the proposed statutory conditions,
and we trust that the members of the
Leglslature, irrespective of party _or
political considerations, will realize the
grave respousibility of their action in
this, matter, and will refuse to be party
to a measure, however well intentioned,
.@hat will inevitably throw the mining
industry once more into confusion and

imperil its success at a critical time
like - this.

L e i i
THE DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS.

The 1Government has every reason to
congratulate itself on the result of the
debate on the Address which came to a
rather abrupt termination yesterday af-
‘temoon. We have heard a great deal
;Wbog;h_th; deeadr ence.(s > of the McBride ad-
ministration, of its incompetency, of vhe
hardships it has imposeéd on the country
»t}llrou;gh excessive and inequitable taxa-
tion, of its having placed a-lie in the
mouth of the Lieutenant-Governor in
stating that there was a surplus when
there was mot one, of there being a con-
Spiracy of dissatisfied” supporters, who
iwere waiting for an opportunity to de-
feat the government; of a nebulous rail-
way policy, by which the Legislature
and the country were to be deceived; and
of various other charges too numerous
to be enumerated in brief space. It was
understood thnt Leader Macdouzald, Joiu
Oliver, Stuart Henderson and other
members of the Opposition were laden
with deadly ammunition with which to
decimate the government ranks. There
were eveh rumers of grave scandals to
be disclosed; and altogether there was
a feeling of acute expectancy pervading
the galleries.

Al that happened was that Mr. Mac-
donald, who had moved the adjoupnment
of the debate on Monday afternoon,
made a brief speech, a report of which
will be found in the report of the pro-
ceedings of the Legislature elsewliers.
It was ackmowledged by this supporters
not to have been a formidable arraign-
ment. In no sense did it sustain the

umns of the Liberal press. It may be
designated as a very mild effort indeed,
and had it not been for the scintillations
of humor which illumined his remarks
they would have fallen stale, flat and
unprofitable. There was no attempt to
prove the contention of the Opposition
that the surplus was a myth of ac-
countantship and represented a large de-
ficit instead. ‘There was no analysis of

gance, and mno effective criticism of
methods of administration. The single
serious attempt made by Mr. Macdon-
ald to prove that the mining tax and
administration of the mining laws had
been disastrous to the mining industry,
was shown by the ier to be utterly
futile, inasmuch as mining was in a
flounishing condition and that the de-
crease in revenues from the taxation of
mineral output, referred to by Mr. Mac-
donald, showed conclusively that the in-
dustry was mnot suffering om that ae-
count. In respedt to the mining laws a3
a whole the jer dispesed of Mr.
‘Macdonald’s contentions in a single sen-
tence by stating that in framing a cede
for the (Philippines, the United States
had adopted the mining laws of Britisn
Columbia almost without change in seme
respects as being the best to be found.
We do not say that Mr. Macdonald fail-
ed as a speaker, because his speech was
easy and fluent, but that he lacked im
material to make an effective attack.
The leader of the Opposition is a

actor and his failure is due to the fact
that he cannot simulate an indignation
he 'does mot feel, or seriously support a
cause, the arguments in support of
which are not available. The conscieus-
ness of his own weakness in these re-
spects was apparent. The one thing for
which we can give him full credit was
his candid support of the goveroment’s
plea for Better Terms. He conceded
that the case was a stvong one, and de-
serving of serious consideration. He
hoped that so ing would come of it
at Ottawa and ised the support of

charged that have been made in the coi- -

Public Accounts, mo charge of extrava- jsxmplest ana cheapest,

some plan which will be recommended
by the expert who has the matter in
hand at the present time.
be upen the lines of the agreement en-
tered into with the tramway company,
or upon some other lines, we canuot say,
but to avoid the increase of the rater
of insurance, some comprehensive plav
must be adopted.

e

A correspondent asks why the Colo-
nist did not resent the -insinuation of
Ald. Fell that the newspapers of the
city had been bought to oppose the
waterworks agreement, if it were not
true. We did not suppose it was ne-
cessary to distinetly repudiate such an
ntlegation. Ald. Fell does not himself
seriously believe what he said to be
true, and we have no doubt that he is
quite sorry in his heart that he per-
mitted himself to allege something for
which he had not the slightest proof.
The Colonist is not perturbed because
Ald. Fell forgot himself and made an
accusation unworthy of himself as a
man and as an alderman. Nor do we
think, in the circumstances, that it de-
volves upon this paper to protest its
innocence. If Ald. Fell wishes to be
more definite and satisfy himself on the
point, he can haye an opportunity of
proving his case ih court.

The Canadian, published in New
EYork, does the <Colonist an unusaal
honor by crediting it with one of Doéctor
| Drummond’s poems entitled “Wilfred
the Great” Needless to say, the Colo-
nist published the poem in question
without giving due credit. This is a
warning to all our contemporaries.

Letters to the Editor

CHEAP POWDER FOR SETTLERY

Sir—Now that both the Central Farmers’
Institute and the legislative assembly are
about to consider the mneeds of the prov-
irce, will you permit me to discuss the
| above question through your columns, with
a view to bringing it fo the attention of
ithose bodies; and in order that some sys-
tem may be arranged at the present ses-
. sion of the legislature, to enable bona fide
‘s(—tttlsrs to get stumping powder at a chéap
| rate?
| _Of all the methods ‘at present known of
|clearing land of large stumps, logs and
! rocks, etc., stumping powder is by far the

Stumping machines and donkey engines
imay pull ordinary stumps, but after they
| are up, it costs a lot of labor to destroy
them; whereas, powder both lifts them out
¢f the soll and breaks or splits them so
,that they can be easily burned or removed;
but at the present time powder costs too
| mach to permit settlers to make free use
of it; hence very little high land has been
Cleared on the coast as yet for farm pur-
‘poses, to assist settlers to clear: up their
Lomesteads, because money invested in oth-
g*.- enterprises gives greater and qulicker re-
tarns.

Upland or highland settlers have been
by far the worst treated class in British
Columbia; this is chiefly because they
have let lawyers, newspapermen and others
who take little or no interest in their wel-
fare, represent them in official positions.

Raflway speculators get the province
miortgaged to build their railway lines;
tawyers and doctors get fixing their-own
fees and excluding outside competition; set-
jtiers on delta or.low lands, have got the
i 2overnment to build expensive dykes, and
if flooded occasionally, the government buys
them seed, etc.

Now eompare that with the treatment
given to highland settlers.

In the first place, the government sold
all the marketable timber off thehighland
and pocReted the money, charged settlers
a big price for the soil and the stumps
left them to make roads as best they comld
#nd sent the assessor and tax collector to
ook after their improvements.

Now I submit this is not a guestion for
highland settlers only, because ecities are al-
ways placed at a disadvamtage unti]l the
country gets cleared up round about, and
settlers in a prosperous condition. Neither
is it a class .question, because the greater
the rural population the less keen is com-
petition in the eity, and the greater the
number of people engaged in producing the

the Oppesition to the Gov t in its
efforts to obtain recognition. This o8
the most encouraging feature of the sit-
uation up to the present time. i

‘Premier McBride won laurels in his
reply to the leader of the Opposition. He
answered inim fully and effectively at
every point, his speech being regardedi
as one of the best efforts in the House
he has yet made. More particularly was
‘his announcement in respect to the rail-
way policv of the Government a source
o(’a satisfaetion to his followers. He was
clear, candid and convincing. His an-
nounced determination to go out of of-
fice rather than to enter into an arrange-
ment to build railways the firancial lia-
bilities in comnection with which would
be unduly burdensome to the Province
or for which the Province would mot re-
ceive a direct substantial benefit met
with a thearty response. The satisfac-
tory effect of the announcement, for
which the House was eager, was evi-
dent,

When the Speaker asked: “Are you
ready for the Question?” there was an
ominous silence. When the question
was mepeated a second time there were
‘expectant glances directed towards the
Opposition, benches. Mr. John Oliver
turned over a sheet of paper with notes
om it, but was otherwise silent. Mr.
Meclnnes looked steadily at his desk. No
note of warning was there. When the
question came a third time and the bell
rang, astonishment om the faces of the
Government supporters was plainly de-
picted. ‘The motion to adopt the Ad-
dress was adopted without a division.
and a record established. Thus the
hiouse of cards that had been industrious-
ly built up by the Opposition during re-
cess 'was incontinently wrecked, and the
House proceeded with business on the
Orders of the Day. The Goyernment
scored heavily on the first eount.

It is locally intimated that the rate of
fire insurance is likely to be I:siseq. and
paturally this proposal will give rise to
a ‘good deal of opposition on the part
of the people of Victoria, and especi-
ally of” business mem. Last year the
fire loss for the continent of Am-
erica 'was probably the largest on - re-
cord. Property te the value of $230,-

,000 was destroyed by fire, an
increase of $115,000,000 over the year
1903. The two most notable fires were
that of Baltimore, Maryland, in which
$50,000,000 worth of property was
destroyed, and that of Toronte, in which
nroperty to the extent of $12,500,000
was destroyed. There was a number' of
other large fires causing 2 destraction
of property ranging from $500,000 to
$3,500,000 in value. Undoubtedly the
‘insurance companies are feeling. the
pinch of the great loss of 1904, and, as
one consequence, the people of Victoria,
the average of whose losses for a great
many years has been very small, will
be asked to assist in recouping them. We
think that this course, if contemplated.
is not fair, as every ecity should stand
for rating upon its own record. Of
course, the question of increased and
improved water supply necessarily en-
ters into the comsideration of the insur-
ance companies. The fire of last year.
whiclr was the most serious experienced

Cyrus H. Bowes,

for some time, demonstrated a defect in
our ability to cope with a large confla-
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- Bowes Says

When you come to town, make his store your headquarters. Our Telephone

Ieave your parcels at our store, We

Near Yates 8t., Victoria. B. €
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necessi of life, the cheaper does thoseé
necessities become, hence every class will
benefit to a greater or less extent.

Whether ‘it

ation. TRis points to the mecessity of Vencouver $13 per 100 Ibs,, but eould be
increasing the water supply according to

t in carload lots for $10 per 100 Ibs., and
n large quanfities probably much eheaper,
because the more of it used the cheaper
it can be made,

Now I suggest as a matter of right, or
in justice to highland seettlers, that the
gevernment get the best quality of stump-
ing powder in the market, at lowest whole-
&ale price, and sell it to settlers at two-
thirds the actual cost to the province; or
fix the price and instruct agents to give
bona fide settlers one-third rebate, to be
refunded to said agents by the government.

The total amount involved would not be
great, compared with dykes and railway
sehemes; the improvement to the province
would be permanent and productive, and it
would be the best immigration scheme the
government could devise.

ROBERT McBRIDE.
Eburne, B. C., Febmary 14, 1905.

BORN,

BEEE—On the 9th instant, the wife of
W. E. Beek, 102 Bay street, Victoria,
B. €., of a son,

PEMBERTON-—At ‘‘Mountjoy,” on the
15th inst., the wife of F. B. Pember-
ton, of a son.

MAZRIED.

SMITH-SEARS—On the 7th inst., at Davie
street, Vancouver, B. C., by the Rev.
Robert J, Wilson, M. A., of St. An-
drew’s church, Edwin C. Smith to Mrs.
H. Sears, daughter of Mrs. M. Hooper,
Pandora street, Victoria, B. C.

DIED.

DENNY—Entered into his rest after a long
and painful illpess at his restdence, 128
Pandora avenue, on the 9th inst., Wm.
Denny, aged 75 years, a native of High
Wickham, Eng.

FARMER’S EXCHANGE

ADVERTISEMENTS UNDEH frHIs
HEAD ONLE CENT PER WORD €£ACH
ISSUE, NO ADVETISEMENT TAKEN
FOR LESS THAN 25 CENTS,

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.

FOR SALE—Thoroughbred white Leghorn
eggs for sebting; ehoice Petaluma, Cali-
fornia, stock. $1.00 for 13. P. O. Box
9. :

116

FOR SALE—Fresh calved cow. W. F.
Somers, Gordon Head. 115

FOR SALE—Two fresh cows with or with-
out calves; good milkers. H. D. Tilly,
*South Saanich, Keating P, O. jal2

WANTED—To purchase a good work-
ing team, not less than 1.100 pounds.
Apply Box 43, Colonist Office.

ADARE POULTRY FARM, Wm. Baylis,
Ross Bay, Fairfield Road, Vietoria, B.C.
Choice eggs for setting, from pure bred
and vigorous stock. Barred Plym-
outh Rocks, from first prize birds; S.
C. Black Minoreas; 8. C. Brown Leg-
horns; S. C. White Leghorns. All eggs
tested before shipping andA . warranted
from choice matings. Orders taken at
Brown & Cooper’s, Government street,
or by post card to P. O. Box 580, Vic-
toria, B. C. ja26

WANTED—-MALE HELP,

§5.00 PER DAY—Selling “Auto-Spray.”
Best compressed-zir hand sprayer made.
Absolute necessity for every farm and
garden. Secure territory immediately.
Write fo. =articulars and sample ma-
chine. Cavers Bros., Galt, Ont. b<d

SPROTT-SHAW

Business University

VANCOUVER, B. C,,

Furnishes most reliable courses in
all COMMERCIAL SHORTHAND
(Gregg & Pitman), TYPEWRIT-
ING, TELEGRAPHIC (Railroad and
Cemmercial), = LANGUAGE AND
TECHNICAL branghes.

R J. SPROTT, B. A., Prineipal,
H.A. SCRAVEN, B.A.. Vice-Prin.

At opresent stumping powder costs in

r
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DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 1
CHLORODYNE.

ORIGINAL AND ONLY GENUINE.

Each Bottle of this Well-known Remedy for
Coughs, Colds, Asthma, Bronchitis, Neuralgia,
Toothache, uiarrhoea, {Spasms, etc-
g bears the Government Stamp the name of the Inventor.
DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE,

Numerons Testimonials from Eminent Physiciane accompany each bottle
Sold in bottles, 1/114, 2i9, 4:6, by all Chemists,

Soie Manufacturers. J. T. DAVENPORT, LIMIT> D, LONDON
Wholesale Agents, Lyman Bros. & Co., Ltd., Toronto.
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¢ Sliced Peaches

15c Tin
These are deliclous served with cream.
CAMPBELL’S CONDENSED SOUPS, 2 TINS 25¢

Can be made In a minute. One tin makes sufficient for
six people.

DIXI H. ROSS & CO,,

The Independent Cash Groeers

COOCOOOOOOOCVOOOOOO0OO0
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&

TELEP 3
P. BOX 4123.

. CHARLES

WALTER S. FRASER & CO
GENERAL HARDWARE

Air Tight Heaters, Lanterns, &c.
Enamel and Tinware for Householders.

thﬂ' Street, VICTORIA, B. C

WOTICH.

DAY & CO, London,
ARE THE SOLE EXPORT BOTTLING AGENTS FOR

JOHN JAMESON & SON'S WHISKEY

And on each LABEL must be found the following Nutice and Signature: 8 | "

“In order that Consumers may feel assured of gennineness, we woald regus
Atention to this our Speclal Export Label, and to eur Trade Mark and Name on al
rks, Capsules and Cases, also to age mark.

g~
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The Fire Record.—Just Ld
weather is sufficiently chill t
hurried turn-out the reverse
ant, there would seem to he
fate at work in the idemi
—one for almost every
ruary was born.
in the room of W
dence, Victoria Wes
the trick. Yesterda
coal in an iron
P. R. wharf
pipes from fre c
eve of a watchful w
also suppressed.

Intoxicants Trouble—
received yi 1l v
Naas vTiver of « 1
swhich will probably r
who th

quamtity
wild berries,
ients, a

pract
when
at the r
» brought dewn fo
trip of the Tees.

ness,

At t]
asked
termir

he stated t
was

the pla

as anyone else. Vanconve
was trying hard to secure
and many believed that 2
may enter that city. Others h
opinion that Port Simpson is t
stoppiug place of the transed
road.

(From Wednesday's Dai
Resumes Duty—Capt. John
bran has returned from Ottawg
on the order of the deputy min
resumed duty as extra tempor
in the office here of the depa
marine and fisheries.

/ Regulating School Hours.—
of School Trustees is giving d
tion to the expediency of exteq
interval for lunch at the schq
one hour to ap hour and a half]
man Boggs is of the opinion
imorning and afternoon recess
properly be eliminated in all t}
grades in order to make up for
flost. 'The reduction of the i
vacation to ten days for the p
allowing a holiday at Easter,
jbeen suggested. This phase
regulation will be discussed at
ference of school boards to b
[Vancouver tomorrow evening.

y Renaming Streets.—The speq
miittee of the City Couuncil, at
of which is Ald. Hanna, which
ing with the problem of
streets and renumbering houses
meeting last evening and decid
a vigorous prosecution of the
hand. They will submit a reco:
tion bearing on the subject to
{Council at its next regular meef
suggestion that a reform.be mad
counection has proved very pe
it has been a matter of commo
edge that street mames have b
are, badly mixed at the present
. Visitors Expected—During
g summer it is expecbed that]
number of the Knights of Colun
visit Vietoria. The national of
the order will hold a conventiog
‘Angeles from June 5 to 12, and
ticipated that mamy of those
will visit Victoria. In a cireu
tive to cheap rates for the con
a Transcontinental Passenger
tion circular, an arbitrary rate
is given for business routed by
Portland and Puget Sound.
zoads inh the Pacific Northwes
signed the agreement are the X
Pacific, Oregon Railroad & Na
Co., and the Southern Pacific.

Educational Conference. —
Baton, city superintendent
schools, and a number of the
of the board of trustees, led
evening for Vancouver to a
convention of provincial scho
representatives, who will hold
sions—tomorrow and Friday. 1|
eight questions included in
‘gramme of the convention wh
‘already been published in the
It is expeated that delegates
present from Nanaimo, New
ster and interior points, besides
and Vancouver. The local deleg
instructed to protest against
gested reduction of the per cap
to city corporations for the
ance of schools.

Goes to Vancouver.—Very gel
gret is felt amongst the busin
munity at the announcement

Many Women Suf
 Untold Agony F
Kidrey Tro

Very often they think it is
falled *‘female disease.” The:
female trouble than they think.
guffer from backache, sleep
Brvousness, irritability, and a d
dwn feeling in the loins. So
tnd they do not have *female t
Why, then, blame all your trg
emale disease? With healthy
IEW women will ever have *‘ fen
orders.”’ The kidneys are so clog
tiected with all the internal org
when the kidneys go wrong, e
fces wrong. Much distress
1aved if women would only take

DQAN'S KIDNEY PI
t stated intervais.
Miss Nellie Clark, Lambeth, O
f her cure in the following wo
red for about two years with
trouble. I ached all over, esped
he small of my back ; uot being
"jleep well, no appetite, mens!
fregular, nervous irritability, and
Jlust deposit iu urine, were som
Pymptoms. I 1ok Doan’s Kidnd
The pain in my back graduelly
2y appetite returned, I sleep v
- ectnally cured. I can
mend Doan’s Kidney Pillg
erers from kidney trouble.””
Price B0 ceuts per box, or 3 fo
- {Alldeslers, or Doan, KipNEY P
ORONTO. ONT.




