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AN ANXIOUS TIME.

The farmers of Manitoba and other parts
of the No;ghwost, ‘have had a very apxious
time of it lately. . Their crops grew luxuri-
antly. The wheat m'ﬁlling beautifully.
Everything gave promise_of . an - abundant
harvest.  But the farmer,. though greatly
encouraged, was almost afraid to hope. The
bright prospect might be darkened and his
hopes blasted in a single night. If the
frost—the killing frost—came, he would be
arnined man. And the frost might come

"at any time and rob him of the fruits of a
year’s labor. The Winnipeg papers of the
220d inst. show how great the suspense and
the anxiety were. . The = previous -evening
was chilly, andit was- feared that there
would be frost before morning. . The ther-
mometer was anxiously watched. At Win-
nipeg, in the evening, the mcrcury showed
51° and it rapidly fell to 44°. There was
little sleep for many that ' night, even in
Winnipeg. The mercury in the glass . lower-
ed gradually until at 3.30 it was down to
41°, and there it stopped until- after sun-
rise.. The telegraph was busy during - the
whole of the night giving information rela-
tive to the temperature in the different dis-
tricts. At one place it was 44, at another
42, at a third the mercury. was down to 36,
and at & fourth it was so perilously near the
freezing point as 34, but nowhere was there
any record of frost. So, in the morning, a
weight was lifted from ' many hearts, and
thousands rendered sincere thanks to the
Lord of the Harvest. ~The danger from
trost is pretty well over in Manitoba and
the Territories by this time. Harvesting
had commenced on the 22nd in many
places. At Prince Albert, the farmers were
cutting their grain and “were well pleased
with the yield, both as to quantity and
quality. In other places wheat-cufging was
going on. Even as far north ‘as Edmon-
ton, farmers were cutting their barley and
their wheat.
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SECOND-HAND ABUSE.

Is thé Times either fair or consistent
when it quotes the strictures of the Ottawa
Free Presson the course ‘taken by the
British Columbia members when the claims
of the'squatters came up for discussion, in
the House of Commons, though it did not
itself say one single word about the validity
of those claims? The Free - Press, as every
one in ‘the East K knows, is not the most
scrupulous paper in the world, and it does
not possess . sufficient information on the
subject to be able to form anintelligent
opinion as to whether the squatters on the
railway lands have a grievance or not. The

mes, it fnay be presumed, has made some

fore, who complain of the Superim:endent,1
of the Council of Instruction, and of the
Gover t, with respect to the Prineipal of
the High School’s ccmplaint, are not entitled
to the sympathy of fair-minded people.
The first thing that anyone who wishes to
get redress for an alleged injury inflicted by a
subordinateshould d»,is to appeal to that sub-
ordinate’s official superior. Until he does
this, there is no sense in carrying his coni-
plaint either to those who have no author-
ity in the premises, or to the general pub-
lic. It is evident that the Times sees -this
clearly enough, for; in order to find an ex-
cuse for taking up the matter, it has to as-
sert that, under the School Law, the Prin-
cipal of the High School cannot get his
complaint investigated or his grievance re-
dressed. This, as' we. bave said: before, is
not true. . The Council of Instruction, and
not the Board of ‘Trustees, is obviously the
proper authority to hear Mr. McLeod’s com-
plaint, and to provide a remedy for the in-
jury inflicted on - him and on the pupils ot
his school, if they have been injured. Why
does not the Times advise Mr. McLeod to
give that body  a chance ‘to hear what he
has to say and to enquire into the treatment
hs has received at the hands of the Super-

intendent of Education ? -
g e n

A TERRIBLE OFFENCE.

The Times, in its issue of Tuesday, again
attacks Mr. McConnan. ' It labors hard to
create the impression that he is a very in-
significant person, for whose existence it is
extremely difficalt to give a reason. If this
is the case, why does.the Times make - that
gentleman the suliject of leading articles?
Surely' the organ of the Opposition hus
more respect for itself, its party and ‘its
readers than to waste its space in discus-
sing men and things'that are ‘'of no public
importance. If Mr. McConnan is the kind
of man that theorgam wishes the public to
believe him to be, what he. says and does
can be of no kind of consequence to any one.
The journal that magnifies trifles and
makes a great ado about what it admits to
be nothing, or . next -to nothing, confesses
itself to be both small:-minded and frivolous.
Baut this is not the only instance . in which
the acts of our contdmporary do not
correspond with its words. - °

- And what great offence bas Mr. McConnan
committed to -bring upon his unfortunate
head the thunderbolts of the Times?
He, at the last meeting of the
Trustees, it appears, signifiéd - his
intention to enquire’ into “the qua'ifica-
tions of all the teachers of the High
School.”. This is the awfnl announcement
which it took the Times more than half a
column of high-pressure  editorial - to pre-
pare its readers, for. We fail to see any-
thing fearfully signiﬁmt_ or dreadfully por-
tentous in this notice of Mr. McConnan’s
intention. - We are quite sure that none of

. and is,.or ought to be, in a position to give
an opinion on its merits.  But when British
Columbians were informed by our Ottawa.
correspondent about the way in which Mr.
Laurier's” motion was di d, and the
result of the _division wpon iti- it
had not a. single word to say either
in favor of the squatters or inn condemnation
of the men who spoke and voted against the
resolution. But now, it quotes with appro-
val, abuse which it had not the courage 'of
theimpudence to sayfor itself. Ifitbelieves
that the squatters have no case, and that
they bave been fairly dealt with by the
Government, it is doing what is- altogether
unprincipled in adopting the censure of the

. Ottawa Free Press; if it believes that the
squatters have the law on their side, and
that they have been unjustly treated by the
Government, why was it as dumb as an
oyster when the matter came ufs for discus-
sion? Isit so fond of abuse that it gives it
to its readers second-hand, even when it
knows that it is undeserved ?
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ON THE WRONG TRACK.

enquiry into this . British Columbia subject

Our contemporary has at last found “that
the School Trustees have no power. to in-
vestigate and decide upon the matters in
dispute between the Superintendent of
Education and the Principal of the High
School, yet it approves of the Trustees ftak-
ing action in a matter which i outside
their jerisdiction. As it expresses itself on
the subject in a rather peculiar manner, we
will quote its own words :—

¢ The trustees have found that the School
Act, under the manipulation of Honest
John, was so framed as to block the way.
to a.thorough investigation and the appli
tion of a remedy.

It was under these cir-
cumstances that they, last evening, resolved
to look into the matter as far as they could,
and do all in their power to rectify the
state of affairs.”

If the Times means by this that it is of
the opinion that the Legislature has so
framed the School Act as to block a thorough
investigation into all matters relating to
schools and into the peculiar matter which

.it has under consideration, it labors under a
very strong delusion. = The Council of
Instruction has power not only to review
the decisions -of the Trustees, but to make
provision to meet exigencies occurring
under the operation of the School Act. It
has, therefore, ample  autbority = to
investigate . the  disputes that may
arise - between the _ Superintendent
and any teacher, and it, in fact, is the
teacher’s court of last resort, so to speak.
To say, therefore, that the School Act has
been so framed as to block the way to a
thorough investigation  into any matter
connected with the public schools, is to say
what is not true. Such an assertion is  cer-
tain to lead those who have any faith in the
legal knowledge, and, we must add, the
common sense of the organ of the Opposi*
tion, astray. ¥

It would, indeed, be singular, if the law
made the Superintendent of Education
absolute master in all matters relating to
the public Schools, and left no place for an

the teachers of the High School need feel in
the slightest degree nervous at the pros-
pect of such an enquiry. - They have before
this gone through a much more trying or-
deal than - any which the Trustees - can ask
them to face. The Government Examiners
enquired pretty closely4nto’ their'qualifica-
tions, and, since they were satisfied, we do
not think that the enquiry which the Trus-
tees may iostitute.should: cause any of
them a single moment’s uneasiness. - Why
the Times should make soa great a fuss
about so simple and so harmless a matter,
P our compr ‘7 i

The teachers, we are quite sure, will court
enquiry into their qualifications, as they
have always done into the results of their
work. And this, after all, is the best kind
of enquiry into a’ teacher’s qualification.
The answer to the question, what kind of
work has he or she done ? will give the very
best proof of the teacher’s qualification that
can possibly be produced. It very often
happens that the work of teachers whose
scholastic attainments have been shown by
examination ‘to be high. is very bad indeed,
and, on the other hand, eandidates whose
exanimation papers did not promise . much,
have turned out to be excellent teachers.
The ability to teach does not alwags go with
the capacity to learn. But this, by the way,
We have not the slightest reason to believe
that any one of the High School teashers is
not fully gualified to teach evety thing re-
quired by his or her position. However,
if Mr. Connan thinks  differently,
there is no bharm —in the world,
but rather the reverse, in his making
the most gearching. enguiry he . can _deyise
into the qualifications of all the -teachers.
-He may 'have “been ‘wrongly “inforined by

‘qualifications of the teachers, and if this is
the case, it is his duty, occupying the posi-
tion that he  does, to .satisfy himself as to
the accuracy of his information. . We really
do not think that such an intelligent and,
indeed, praiseworthy curiosity, as Mr.
McConnan has displayed in this matter, can
be adduced as a proof of the total de-
pravity of human nature. :

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

‘QUEEN VICTORIA has now the oppor-
tunity of seeing an agrarian row at alafost
her own door. Farquharson is Her Ma-
jesty’s nearest neighbor, at ‘Braemar. The
path to the points from which landlord Far-
quharson would exclude the public passes
through the grounds:ef Balmoral Castle.
The Queen does notwobject to the intrusion
on her privacy, or to the invasion of her
property by the sight-seeing public, but the
self-asserting proprietor considers himself
on ground which he believes to be his own,
greater than the Queen of the Realm, and
forbids what she allows. The people see
and appreciate the contrast, and they seem
determined to teach the ‘overbearing and
exclusive commoner a lesson.- They believe
that they have a legal as well as an - equit-
able right to the theroughfare, and they
are bound not to Le bullied out ofgit by the
landlord. It would be interesting to know

appeal from 'his decision. Those, there-

.

what Her Majesty thinks of the contest,

prejudiced persons as to the professional | por

VICTORIA’S NEEDS.

Speech ‘by Lieutensnt-Colonel Prior
in the House of Commons,
~ August 19th,

An Urgént‘ Plea for More Liberal
Treatment—The Old Pioneers
Defended.

MR, Prior : Before you leave the chair,
Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a few remarks,
not, perhaps, of great national importance,
but of great importand® to the constituency
I represent. The object I have -in view is
to try and show this House, and more
especially the members of the Government,
the necessity that exists for dealing more

toria, of which I have the honor to be one
of the representatives. If the House will
beur with me for a little time, I will en-
deavor to show the reasons which oblige me
to say that the dissatisfaction which existy
among my constituents is well-founded. I
have here sowme figures which will show

more forcibly than anything I can say what
the facts are, and, though they may be dry,
as figures generally are, I ‘hope' that the
hon. gentlemen who have the welfare of the
Dominion, and, therefore, the welfare of
British Columbia, at heart, will take some
interest in them. - I will spesk more par-
ticularly of Victoria, that being the con-
stituency/T represent; but I hope also to be
able to show that British Columbia as a
whole deserves the attention of the Gov-
ernment, and has clainis which they should
not overlook, as I fear they have done, to a
certain  extent,  heretofore. 1 am
glad to say that, notwithstanding the
utterances made ‘by the members
‘of the Opposition, assertions that our far-
mers have their farms mortgaged to the
very last penny they can iet on them, that
our mechanics are ground down by heavy
taxation, that now thereis a deadly pall
overhanging the country nerth of the 49th
parallel, a Pall which is' likély to' descend
upon us at' any moment, and engulf usin
ruin and destruction — notwithstanding
these assertions, which I believe dre not
borne out by facts or figures, I am glad to
be alle to tell the House that British Co-
lumbia as & whole, and Victoria in particu-
lar, are flourishing exceedingly. Owing to
the progressive and far-sightes policy inang-
urated and pursued by the present Govern-
ment, we in British Columbia are now
joined to oux eastern provinces by the bands
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. - With
the advent of that road to our coagh, an
era of prosperity commenced in British Co-
lumbia which-I am not afraid to prophesy
will not only continue but will increase by
leaps and- bounds so long as the -Govern-
ment gives our industries ih that new pro-
vince the protection it has given to those
in the®lder provinces of this Dominion. I
have. here some figures that I think will
pyove to this House that we are to a
great extent -progressing. I find that the
exports from British Columbia of lumber in
1886 amounted to the sum of $194,448. In
the year ending June, 1890, they had
risen to' $325,881. Now, ‘that was
for = export alone, but there is a
tremendounsly large urtrade *- ‘alréady
developed and increasing, I am ‘happy to
say, with the eastern provinces of this Dom-
inion. Wé are now shipping lumber as far
east as New Brunswick. = We are shipping
large quantities of our timber to 'Cobourg,
where Mr. Crossen uses it for making rail-
way cars, - Tam _also able to say that Mr.
Van Horne, the President of the-Canadian
Pacific Railway, is using' British Columbia
timber,in the new house he is erecting in
Montréal, which I think is a great compli-
ment to the provionee from which I come., I
tind, also, that the exportsof fish in 1886
amounted to $643,052; and for' the year
ending 30th June, 1890, they have . risen to
the sum of $2,374,717. 1 find thatourwhole
exports of eoal in 1886 amounted to $973,-
195, and they have risen in 1890 to §2,375,-
770. Sir, if the hon. member for South Ox-
ford (8ir Richard Cartwright) has done me
the honor te listen to these figures, I feel
sure that he must adinit that there is still a
little to hope for from at least one of :the
shreds and patches of this Domini Sir,
let nmie give the House a few figures to show
the commercial impoftance of the city «f
Victoria as a port and as- a distribating
int. I find that the duty collected in the
g)ictoria Custom-house for the year ending
June, 1891, amounted to $928,678.94 ; the
duties collected from Cwstowss in the whole
of Pritish Columbia, amounted to $1,357,-
305 65 ; so we see that the goods that pass-
ed through the hands of the Victoria mer-
chants paid over 70 per eent. of the amount
of Customs levied in that province by my
hon. friend the Minister of Customs. Be-
sides this, the Minister of Inland Revenue
collected a sum of $149,712 in British Col-
umbia during that period. Under the
Chinese Act $107,000 were eollected : so we
find that the total revenue calleeted in Bri-
tish Columbia, a province with enly a small
population, was $1,614,017.. - I find
the exports for the year ending. June 30th,
1890, from the city of Victoria, amounted
to $3,143,289 ; while the imports for home
 consumption -duriog, . the ;
amountn&tﬁ"ﬁ;?l&,ﬁw. The. exports "for
thie whole of British: Colunsbia - daging " the,
same ?‘a’ribd, were $5,763,487 : "and 'the im-
ts for home consumption for the whole

of British Columbia, were $4,387,486. Thus
we see that Victoria had the honor of doing
54 per cent. of the export trade, and 75
per cent. of the import trade. Now, as the
total exports of British. Celumbis in the
year 1886 were $2,953,616, and the total ex-
ports for the yeur ending 30th Jane, 1890,
were $5,763,467, we find that our ‘exports
from the province of British Columbia, in
four years have risen 95 per ecent.  Sir, I

of Victoria for the yeur ending June,- 1890,
of sea-going vessels, was 662,217 tons, and
of wncin%svespela, 627,504 tons, making a
total of 1,280,721 tons. So I think ' I have
proved that Victoris has a- right to claim
to be a port of importance in the Dominion.
Now, Sir, I am glad to say that all this
business did not through the hands of
the people of ‘Victoria and of British
Columbia without leaving some profits. I
find that on 30th June, 1890, there were
deposited in the Goverment savings bank
of Victoria, $1,155,168, . thus showing the
healthy financial condition of the class of
people, who usually put their savings into
these savings banks, 1 am perfectly aware
that that sum is not as large as it was a
year or so a%:, but that is not on account
of trade having fallen off, or on account of
hard times in the province,but it is due chief-
ly to the action taken by the Minister of Fin-

four to three per cent. I find that in the
chartered banks on that date, there was
deposited by the people, outside of the
Government deposits, the some of $2.788,-

Victoria has risen from $23,756 in 1887, to
$36,543 in the year ending 30th June, 1891.:
I may state, also, that the assessed value of

the city - is over $17,000,000, and this year

fairly and liberally with the city of Vie-,

$330,
1 find in Hamilieh, with a revenue of $828,

«8ams -period, |

find the total tomnage entering the port’

ance in lowering the rate of interest from.

271. I find that the post office revenue of | Ca;

there will be some $1,500,000 worth of new
buildings erected in that city. Now, ]

Such are the people of British Columbia,
wha are called “indolent. There 'are hun-

think I can ‘ehqllenge any hon. ﬁlll'ﬂl&blﬁ,‘ni ‘dreds and hundreds of them who hava done

in the House to’show me any other city in
Canada, or in" the United States, with the
same population as Victoria, that presents
a more tfourighing condition, or that ison'a
more prosperous and. & wore financially
sound basis, than the city I have:the" honor
to represent. - I believe the census will
show that the farming lands: of Brigish
Columbia are being rapidly taken up, and I
am informed on very goad: authority that
next year enough grain will be grown in
that province, not only to ‘supply the de-
mand for  home consumption, but there
will be a little left = for export.
One of cur most important indastries,
the sealing industry, has, I am sorry
to say, this year had o _very grave eet-back,
owing to the arrangements that have been
made between the Imperial Government
and the United States Government closing
Behring’s Sea. That is an industry .in
which there is some $425,000 of capital in-
vested in schfzoners and outfits, and 1,082
.men are employed. Nearly all these ves-
sels sail from the port of . Victoria.” The
closing of that ses has been & great loss to
the city, and to the grovince -in - general,
because the sealing industry was stopped so
soon; but, even betore it was stopped, seals
had been ¢aught worth, in the aggregate,
over $400,000. It is very easy to see what
a large sum of ‘money would have been
hrought into the province'if the people had
been ullowed to pursue tbeir occupation
during the sealing session. Whilst on this
subject, I would Jike to be allowed' to say
to the Hon. Minister of. Marine and Fisher-
ies that the sealers of British Columbia are
sincerely grateful to him for the ability and
the zeal he has shown in working -up their
case and presenting it before the "Imperial
Government; ahd whatever may be..the
oFiuion of sealers in regard to the outcome
of the negotiations between the “Imperial
Government and the United States Govern-
ment—and I am bound to say that the mu-
jority of them believe that the old country
bas been over-reached by the United States
Government, esp ly in regard to sending
up the commission. at so late a period—
whatever, Isay, may 'be their opinion in
regard to thut arrangement, they have per-
fect confidence in :the ability of the Hon.
Minister of Fisheries, and also in - the
Government, to state their case properly
before the Imperial Government. ow,
sir, T gather from certain sources such as
my own personal observation, from news-
paper reports, afid from the blue books,
that there afe geveral towns "in this
Dominion that® are not contributing any-
thing like the #mount of revenue tha: the
city of Victogia:is contributing to 'the
Dominion, .that have had large sums of
money expended upon their - Custom houses
and post-offices;”while Victoria, notwith-
standing the persistent representations of
her members jin this House, has been
obliged to do with® old buildings . that are
entirely ‘inadequate for the d?urpme for
which ‘they Were intende ‘Owing
to the largely increased businessin late
years, our Custom house _and our
t - of are: both  too  small
or the purposes fof which they ought to be
used. fun sorgy'to say that I am- told
that the post-office itself is not'at all
healthy. This might have been overlopked.
years ago, but anotlier set of circumstances |
now exists. ‘I woul@like the Government to |
explain tome why, Histead of patching upthe
resent buildings.a§ they promised to do,
Ey little addisigps, they cannet 'give us
buildings . such’ they put up in ‘other
towns, that would be a credit, not only to
the eity in which they'are’ erected, but to
the Dominion ? I(imufv that in the city of
St. Jobn, N.B., which returns a revenue of
$938,000, or aboug thie sime as Victoria, a
custom house, been built costin
,000, and a post-o Qmﬁijg'ﬂ‘lf.ﬁlﬁ
000, or less thi ﬁat& Victoria, they have
a post-office costing $348,000, In London,
furn'uhing'-’%_ revénue. of .$555,000; or about
halfthatof Victorig, they have acustom house
costing' $120,000. In Winnipeg, with -a rey-
enue of $638,000, ot about- two-thirds that
of Victoria; they hayen post-office costing.
$207,000 ; while Victoria, which pays.over
$1,000,000 per annym, has to put up with a
Custoni-house that ost at the  atmost $30;-
000, and & post-offibe which cost $42,000. "I
want it to be distinctly understood that I
do mot blama the Government one single
moment for erecting those buildings ‘to
which I bave  referred, because I believe
that every ome wasneeded and every cent
speat on them wad' money well invested,
and I wish the representatives of those
cities to know that I have no word to say
against them. for obfaining those buildings.
Neither would I grumble if I thought our
buildings were suitable and in a proper
state for the-work that is to be dene in
them. But I do not think so, nor do my
constituents. I repeat the demand that my
constituents be treated as fairly and liberal-
ly as those of amy’ ¢ity in thé Dominiqn.
While I am speaking to-day [ wish to say
& word or two in regard to something that
occurred ia one of the committees of inves-
tigation. : {

Some hon. members—Order.

Mgr. Prior—Jt isin regard teo a letter
written by & well-known . contractor, in
which he states—and he had been in Esqui-
malt only a week—that the people of Brit-
ish Columbia were an indolent people.
wish most emphatitally to deny that.

. ‘Mr, ‘Dayies TP.E L) , hatwere the words.
hie used ? : s

i» Mri-Prior,-. ¥, perhifis, have not.so gM par!

& memory as the hon. member for Queen’s,
but I shall be very-glad to-hear them again,
because I am satisfied I can ' refute them.
Hon. gentlemen need not go further, in. or-

the same, and who by their energy and
mﬂevernnga have become well oﬁ'"f’;vould
wanting-in the very essentials of mun-
hood if I allowed this opportunity to pass
with
and hardy pioneers of our province.. Sir,
we have enterprising and energetic men
who will send the province ahead; if only
they are fairly treated by the Government.
One gentleman, Mr. R. P, Rithet, has ex-
 pended $150,000 in erecting wharves at
Victoria, so that gea-going ~vessels might
ride there in safety, incluﬁing the China
'and Japan, steamers belonging to the Cana-
dian Pacific Railgay Company. I ask the
Government to ® proper amount in
the Suppl tary Estimates to assist in
dredging opposite this wharf, so that -there
m3Y be no further excuse forthe, :Canadian
Pacific Railway steamers not calling at. the
«capital of the province. "I ‘may mention
that we bave. been witnesses to & most
curious phenom¢non at Victoria lately. It
seems that as soon as the Canadian Pacific
Railway steamers came.near the wharves,
the ground rose and the waters iminediately
became shdllow, but as soon as any -other
 steamers, of the same draught arrived,
they came alougside the wharves. For
some time . the Batavia was run by
the .Capadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany and there:never wassufficient water
to. allow. her to come to the wharves,
and, in fact, she could not call at Victoria.
So soon as the Capadian Pacific Railway
Company obtained their own steamers, and
the Batavia ran as.an opposition  line, she
came in with 3,000 tons on board, and there
was no trouble at all. I knew the Canadian
Pacific Railway could do nearly anything
they liked en land. I thought their ‘power
stopped at high water wmark, but it ‘ap-
gu‘ent]y does not. The members from
ritish Columbia did not occupy any of the
time of the House during the Budget de-
bate, as they did not believe they could add
anything to the eloquent speeches made by
some of the ablest men of the House, and I,
therefore, hope hon. members will pardon
me for addressing them during these- few
moments. Let me entreat the Government
to treat British Columbia with noniggardly
hand at the presenttime. Itis a province
possessed of boundless and varied resources,
resources so. great, that members from . the
rovince are almost afraid to tell the truth,
or fear of being looked upon -as - grossly
exaggerating the facts. Let the Govern-
ment grant railway snbsidies where they are
really needed, let them erect public build-
ingg where needed, lejthem spend money on
public works where' they are needed, let
them proteet our manufacturers, farmers,
and artisans, and within the next few years
we will see British Columbia such a hive of
industry, and. populated by such a happy,
rosp and cont d: a8 to-have.
not their equal on the continent. It is not
only unfair to British Columbia’ that the
Government after granting large sums to the
old provinces should not fnnt the necessary
sams for a new province like it is, but, in
my humble judgment, I consider it a most
unwise and nhort,-lighted policy. Itisa
penny wise and pound foolish policy. . = Let
the Government spend the nies now in
opening up our resources, and in a few years
I warrant them the pounds will retura to
their coffers, filling them to repletion.
s et e,

THE ATTRACTIONS OF VICTORIA.

To TH® EDITOR :—As one of the many
Californians who take great pleasure in
miodiqaléy visitieg your lovely ci;y, I have

n much surprised at. your rapid- progress
in buildirg within the last two )?earsp, espec-
ially in the number of snug and -elegant
private’ residences situate in the most
charming scenery of the beautiful suburbs,
whieh,” with the numerous delightful' drives,
make Victoria one of the most énjoyable!
'resorts for American tourists and pleasure
seekers. - Only one thingis desired to in-
crease your attractions, and that is better
and more first-cliss hotel accommodation, a
very important consideration, which I am
glad to see your enterprising citizens are
fully - alive to. Americans: gemerally are
very partial $o comfort and good living,
especially when travelling, and don’t mind
paying for it. As to the beauties of the
eountry around Victoria, F'would only say
| yow are unrivglled on this continent. Of
the several drives I have lately enjoyed
through the kind  hospitality of friends,
that to Mount Tolmie is particularly charm-
ing, and the magnificent paneramic view
from its  highest point, with the varied
grandeur, ‘excels anything I have ever seen,
either in E ‘or America, and, others
have expressed the same opinion. In fact,
at-first sight one is fairly rootéd to the spot
with fascination. On suggesting to my
friend wbat g grand resort it might be made
for your eitizens, I was glad so hear that
the emterprising proprietors have already
made that discovery, and reserved a large
gortion of the mountain as a publi

aving cémstructed a goed.road
summit and intend soon to have additi
attractions- and amusements for old
you.nﬁ’When‘, no doubt, the electric railwhy
will evtended there, proving very re-
munerative to the company, as is always so,
in such cases. Blair Park, near Oakland, is.
an instance. - Only a short time ago, not a
year, the route to that grand resort was
nearly in a state of nature; now it is almost

| eontinuously built up with elegant country

residences, and every Sunday from 12,000 to.
115,000 people travel oxer this road ‘te the
k,.a8.I have been assured by the super-
intendent. . The "view from " it highest
point called Inspiration Point, although
certainly very grand, does not nearly ap-
proach that Mount Tolmie for variety
and grandeur of ¥.. I fact, the view

der to see what sort of people the Britisk
Columbians a¥e, than to look at the older
members who represent them here. Take,
for inst; » the ber for V. er;:
(Mr. Gordon,} who left eastern Canada when
quite a yeung man and underwent the perils
und hardships of a pioneer’s life in the early
days of California “and - British (olumbisg,
and who now, in his later years, is enjoyin
comparative ease, is respected by all, an
has elected to the highest politieal pos-
ition which his' fellow-citizens .can give.
Take the hon. member for Yale (Mr. Mara),
who left eastern Canada when quite young,
and travelled across the plains- and {Zocky
Mountains before any one thought of the
‘“iron horse” in: those regioms. To his
energy and deti:ilmination we are in-
debted  for - ‘the - opeming up! of
some of the  most magnificent
water stretches . in British 'Columbia,
where now some fine steamers ply, and by
his integrity, enterprise and energy, he has
ade for himself a’ name to be- envied, and
has been returned as the representative of
his district both in the - Local Legislature
m.i in'this House _continunously since the
Uuion. - .Take my hon. colleague, the senior
member for Victoria, He left Brockville i
the early days and went to make his hol

in British Columbia. Many and many a
day has he 'packed his bisnket over the
rough trails in British Columbia, which the
Minister of the Interior knows so well, but
he had the stout heart and ne

nsdian, and after close attention to ﬁiig;
ness - for many  years, during which he
amassed a fortune, he has now the estéem
and respect of every man, woman and child

from the former is ealy in one.direction,
overlooking San Franeisoe and bay, whereas.
from:the latter it is & panorama upon which
the . eye l::x feast withont tiring. The
liberalisy enterprise of the proprietors
is certainly deserving of the thanks of the
public of Victoria, and it is to be heped the
car company may see the pecuniary advan-
tages of extending their line to this attrast-
ive resort. Should I become a permanent
reaident of Victoria, us I hopé in the future,
that I may enjoy the evening of life, I
should certainly = select that charmin,
mcighborhood.” ‘In addition to the varie
matural attractions of. your city, the
extremely healthy climate and ‘bracing air
will hgwe a powerfyl influence in augmenting
Km. ulation from such a class as myself.

rdon, Mr. Editor, the length of my
remarks, which aré merely offered pro bono

%co. ; ‘
' . *CALIFORNIAN.

.The Driard, Victoris, Aug. 23, 1891.
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WHICH JERRY ?
Jerry hadalittle Jag ?
His face was all :ﬁlow,
And eyerywhere that Jerry went
That Jag wassure to go.—Peck’s Sun

PR el S U i, O
Steamship Batavia of the Upton line,
left Hong Kong on August 20th, Eound for
this port. !

al  Thelast of the C.P.R. Empresses, the

4 China, arrived at Hong Koag on August
22nd, : Thence she ulﬁ for:gi hai; on
September 1st. Sheis due wt Yokohama

who know-. him ™ in Briﬁah'_'Coh_m!:i..

RN

t standing up in defence of the brave

AN AUSTRALIAN PLAGUE.

Terrible Ravages of the Locust
Throughout the Land.

Desperate Efforts of the People to De-
stroy the Pest—Whole Colonies Laid
in Vaste by the Dreadful

, Insects.

In order to check, if possible, the an-
nual plague of locusts that devour the
herbage and blast the hopes of gra-
ziers, farmers and fruit-growers to a
greater or less extent in December,
says the Glasgow Herald, the govern-
ment of Victoria, Australia, proclaimed
November 7 and 8 holidays for scholars
and schoolmasters in the rural districts, 4
in order that they might eco-operate
with . the settlers in "destroying the
young locusts in the early stages of their
development, before they have been
equipped with wings, enabling them to
take flight over the country to begin
their work of devastation.

With this end in view preparations
were made 1 numerous parts of the in-
terior to destroy the pest in various
ways, such as by beating with branch-
es the beds in the fields where: the as
yet wingless creatures were khown to
cxist, or harrowing the ground, or
turning flocks of sheep upon the land,
and also by spreading straw over the
plague spots and' setting fire to it. In
such ways vast destruction was done to
the armies of the young locusts in the
early.stage of their existence.

It was seen, however, that the raid
upon the vermin should.have been
made ewhat earlier, as numbers
were already so far advancéd as-to be
o the wing on - their mission of
mischief, and besides, the attack upon
them was not sd generally made as was
desirable in some districts of Victoria,
while north of Murray comparatively
little effort was put forth to cope with
the evil, owing to. the fact that on the
New South Wales and South Australian
side of the Murray the bulk of the land
is taken up with large squatting runs,
and population is sparse there, thus
giving the ravaging locusts almost com-
‘plete scope to propagate.

People here can hardly conceive how
serious the locust plague is in these
. eolonies. - Recently the reports ca.n;e
that these creatures massed themselves
so thiekly along some of the lines of
‘railways .that; although . the brakes
were shut down, the trains could not
be brought to a stand until they had
gone half a mile beyond the. station,
owing to. the . multitudes crushed
beneath the wheels, causing the trains
*“to pass along as if the rails were
covered with oil. The wheels actunally
slid along the rails. In many of ihe
northern towns the. inhabitants had to
close their doors to keep out the invad-
ing hosts. The plagueé has now fairly
begun work. In the southern parts of
New -South Wales and some of the
northern portions of Victoria: the out-
look is ominous,

In and around Branawatha (Victoria)_
the insects are gpreading - in:swarms
and causing, great destruction.: ' A resi-
dent. of , that district reports' that in
traversing that part of the country in a
- buggy the wheeis of his vehicte were
‘completely -imbedded’ in masses’ of
young caterpillars “and grasshoppers,
which on many extensive areas
“covered the whole surface to a depth
of about four inches, l¥e a gigantic
and undulating cocat of green paint.”

Where the country, presented any de-
pression it-was found impossible to pass
with a buggy, and in'several favorable
localities, sueh as low-lying lands, ete.,
the imsects “were surgzing about in
masses some two or three feet deep.
The ground in their wake is quite desti-
tute of grass. Such are some of the
breeding grounds from which the fully
developed creatures take flight to
waste and destroy other parts of the
country. .

In the Rutherglen district (Victoria)
the locusts are doing great damage, eat-
ing up the grass and invading the ex-
tensive vineyards. One vineyard own-
er there having ten acres of vines re-
ports. his entire crop as spoiled. The
grapes.are pot yet fully formed, but the
locusts are busy stripping the leaves
and ringing the bunches, the' result be-
ing that these wither and die. So dense

¢ the insects that work has to be sus-
“pended, as the horses will not face
them. Reports come from the Albury
district that the locusts are attacking
the flags on the wheat stalks, and in
some instances the wheat heads have
been eaten off. One report states that
in the locality of Walbundrie, about
.thirty miles from Albury; the pest: is
| traveling southward, in' the direction of
the Murray; in:columns sevéral miiles
wide, partially obscuringthe sky, and
advancing at the rate of ten miles in
twenty-four hours, resting to devour
green spots, and then winging their
way to fresh pastures.

Looking Ahead.

A curious instrument of writing exists
in Dumkirk; Ind. It appears that two
early lovers failed, for some reason un-
explained, to: marry, but married oth-
ers. Lately a .written ement has
been signed -up, ' in abggrﬁlete secrecy,
providing for their future marriage to
eaeh other in the event they survive their
present companions. This contract fur-
ther provides a liquidated damage of
five thousand dollars upon failure of
contract, as provided. They set forth
in their contract that, owing to respect
for children, ete., no divorce shall be
asked for, but that they shall trust in
Providence to remove present. unwel-
come stayers.

-+ A Cool Engineer.

A cool headed' engineer prevented a
disastrous collision near West Point,
Miss., the other day. The telegraph op-
erator neglected to hold a freight train
as directed, and it was pulling out of
the station when a passenger train was
discovered rounding a curve at the rate
of fifty miles an hour. The engineer of’
the freight jumped, making no effort to
stop his engine. The engimeer of the
passenger train, however, brought his
train to an abrupt standstill. Leaping
from the cab he jumped on the freight
engine angd stopped the train just two

on September 8th, and at Victoria, .
e at Victoria, Septem

feet from his own. SN
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A DOG’S WONDERFUL FIDELITY,

His Master Was Killed But the Dog Still
Guarded Eis Coat and Pail.

‘A touching incident happened in my
town the other day,” said a resident of
Piqua, O., to a reporter of the St. Louis
Star-Sayings, “‘and one which demon-
strates the instinct and fidelity of a dog.

‘A neighbor of mine was the owner
of a handsome Newfoundland, which he
had reared from a puppy, and to which
he was much attached. The dog re-
turned his owner’s affection, and was
extremely fond of following him to his
day’s work. The master did not en-
courage this, but sometimes the New-
foundland would creep along stealthily
in the rear until he was too far from
home to be sent back, and then would
come to the front with every sign of de-
light in his own cleverness. One morn-
ing about threc weeks ago he had fol-
lowed his way to a house where his
master was at work upon the roof. To
keep the dog from straying away the
man put down his coat and dinner pail
and said: ‘There, old fellow, you fol-
lowed me without leave and now you
may stay and watch my things.” The
dog lay down as he was directed and
the master went to his work. In the
course of the forenoon the man fell
from a scaffold and was killed. His
body was carried to his home, where
his wife was lying ill, but no one could
induce the dog to leave his post beside
the coat and dinner pail. For two days
‘he remained and refused to eat and
gnashed his tecth whenever an attempt
was made to remove the things of which
he had been left in charge. At the end
of that time the wife of the gdead man,
too ill to leave her bed, sugg®sted that
the dog would obey her little son, a boy
of two and one-halfpyears, just old
enough to talk plainly. The boy was
taken to the plaee, and, moved by the
1oss of his father and the excitement of
the moment, ran to the dog, put his
arms around his shaggy neck, and burst
into tears. The dog seemed to under-
stand that this was no ordinary fit of
weeping. He licked the child’s hair
soothingly, and when the boy took up
his father’s coat and pail the faithful
creature followed submissively at his
heels as if he recognized the little one
now as his master.”

ALLIGATOR AND SHARK.

They Begin a Desperate Affray, Which
Was Never Finished.

A surveying corps at the mouth of
the St. Sebastian river related to a
gentleman, a few days ago, at Titus-
ville, and he to a reporter of the Palatka
Herald, the particulars of a most des-
perate encounter between an alligator
and a shark at the first mentioned place.
The engineers had pitched their tents
near the river,'and justabove its mouth,
and were eating their dinner under a
small clump of pulms.

All at once their attention was at-
tracted to a violent commotion in the
water near the shore. At first the
bodies were so active and made the

| spray, intermingled, with blood, so

heavy that they could not make out
what the two objects were. Finally,
after about half an hour of such work,
the monsters seemed :to be ‘growing
weak and weary. It wasithén drscov-
ered4o be a fight to the*death between
a large alligator and'a" man-ecating
shark. The former seemed to be trying
to'get to shallow water, while theshark
was equally as determined not to go.
The fight was still going on, although
growing less vigorous all the time,
when one of the parties got his Win-
chester and shot them both.

On pulling them ashore the alligator
was found minus a foreleg, bit off as
smooth as if cut off with a surgeon’s
knife.- The shark had numerous ugly
gashes on his body which would prob-
ably have killed him soon. The party
skinned the alligator and saved some of
the teeth of the shark as mementoes of
this singular and sanguinary encounter.

BOTTLES BY MACHINERY.

The First Successful Attempt to Thus
Make Them in This Country.

During the last six weeks the Amer-
ican Bottle Company, whose works are
located at Woodbury, N. J., have suc-
ceeded in making bottles by machinery,
being the first successful attempt to do
so in this country, says the New York
Sun. The machinery used isan Eng-
lish invention, which has been used
in that country for two years. The
glass is gathered in the usual way and
allowed to run from the rod into an iron
cup, which measures the quantity
aeeded for making the bottle. . From
below a hollow .iron plunger is pushed
up. through. the bottom eof the .cup and
‘through ‘the mass$; arid the ciip is Te-
versed, leaving the glass suspended
from the hollow plunger. The cup,
which is hinged, is then removed, and
the movement of a lever admits a small
quantity of air through the plunger,
after which the bulb is flatteced at the
bottom and dropped into the mold,
which is then closed and the air ap-
plied. This completes the bottle, which
is taken while hot to the annealing
oven. \
By the old process the ring at the top
of the bottle’s neck was made by a sec-
ond operation. By the machine the
bottle comes from the mold complete.
Men totally inexperienced in the hand-
ling of glass are able, it is said,-'after
six weeks’ praetice, to turn out as much
as an experienced blower with a blow-
pipe.

Private Art Collections in Rome.

The Italian government having abol:
ished the law of succession, by virtue ot
which the great private art collections
in Rome deseended to the eldest son of
each family with the bulk of. the
parental fortune, these famous collec-
tions. are now in danger of being scat-
tered, as the parental fortunes are di-
vided among the children, and the ex-
pense of maintaining the galleries for
the public benefit falls heavily upon the
head of the family. Several owners
having sold some of their finest works
to defray these expenses, the govern-
ment is alarmed at the prospect of .the
national masterpieces leaving the coun-
try and is considering es to pre-
vent it and keep the galleries open to
the public.
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