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Powerful Speech of 
Sir M. P. Cashin on 

Railway Resolutions.
Prime Minister’s Moite - Face Exposed— 

Played Into Hands of the^Company.
(Continued.)

Just a year ago, as I have repeated­
ly, pointed out, the Premier came in 
here with a Loan Bill for a million 
and half dollats—a million dollars for 
the Reid railway ind $500,000 for coal 
boring. 1 would ask the House first 
to attend very carefully to tho Pre­
mier’s description of the purposes for
which this money wasto be «pent* ^ iost 0n operation, and certain to- 
because 1 stiiall have to make some

later of Marine and Fisheries, had a 
lot of lumber at his mill at St. 
George’s which he wanted to sell to 
the Commission, and which was used 
in making the improvements there. 
Anyway, something was done at Port 
aux Basques, no doubt, because work 
was started immediately after the 
Commission took office, and before it 
was realized how much was going to

very pointed comments on it a little 
later He said: "Of the million dol­
lars proposed to be devoted to the 
railway $300,000 wifi be used for 
strengthening the rails ' by heavier 
fish plates, which has become neces­
sary owing to the heavier engines re­
cently placed on the road. The Gov­
ernment Engineeer advises that for 
the safety of traffic this must be done. 
X am advised by the Attorney-General 
that under their contract the Company 
is not responsible for this improve­
ment because the requirements of the 
increased traffic call for engines much 
heavier than those specified in the 
original contract or the amended con­
tract.”

Here then we find a statement that 
the Colony has to furnish $300,000 to 
put heavier fish plates on the-road. It 
will be observed from the Premier’s 
statement that he deliberately assert­
ed that the Government Engineer ad­
vised that for the safety of the traffic 
these fish plates must be provided. Re- 
•cently I tabled here some thirty ques­
tions based upon the report furnished 
by Messrs. Coaker and Hall as Rail­
way Commissioners, and asked what 
had become of the $300,000 earmarked 
specially for new fish plates. I re­
ceived a reply here last week and I 
will read it. It is an answer to my 
question number 14, and is as follows :

“It is not clear that a sum of $300,- 
000 was earmarked specially for new 
fish plates. Financial conditions do 
not warrant the spending of this 
money, which would all go abroad. 
The track has been improved by ad­
ditional ballast and ties tor which the 
money was spent locally."

I say there never was a more dis­
honest or lying statement presented 
to this House than what is contained 
in that assertion. On the one hand 
we have the Premier stating that this 
$300,000 was for the purpose of pro­
viding fish plates and giving the Gov­
ernment Engineer as authority for 
this being necessary. Now, a year 
after, when the money has been taken 
and diverted to other purposes, the 
Government Engineer comes in, for 
the answer in my questions, like the 
report itself, is the work of the Gov­
ernment Engneer—and first denies 
that the money was earmarked, and
---- ind tries to plead that the track

been improved by additional bal-_ 
and ties and that these fish plates' 

are not now necessary. Everybody 
within sound of my voice knows that 
for jnonths and months last year this 
talk about new fish plates was direct­
ed at ns and that the House and the 
country were led to believe that if new 
fish plates were provided, much would 
be done to safeguard the railway. 
Now the lying statement is put fop- 
ward that the fish plates were not 
necessary because ballasting had been 
done and new ties put in. The ballast­
ing and putting ini oft new) ties waa ptirt 
of the settled policy of the Reid Co. 
during the days when we held office. 
They imported new steam shovels, put 
them to work, and began a systematic 
ballasting and improving of the main 
line from Port" aux Basques to St. 
John’s. The proof of that is found in 
the original report of Messrs. Hall and 
Coaker where it shows that nearly

provements were made there at a cost 
of $50,000. But now we turn to the 
Premier’s remarks on the St. John’s 

j terminal : “St. John’s terminal Ils in 
! urgent need of improvement and ex- 
i tended facilities; the gravity of the 
situation there is well known to the 
trade and every shipper or receiver 
of freight by the Reid trains and 
steamers. The first step towards the 
improvement of conditions there will 
be the erection of a freight shed 
located where it will best serve the 
trade. Such freight accomodation will 
cost about $200,000 to erect. In con­
nection with this, the question arises 
whether the Company or the Govern­
ment should undertake the cost of the 
freight shed at the expiry of the con­
tract thirty years hence. There will 
probably be claims for Improvements 
when the road reverts to the Domin­
ion. I do not know that there will be 
such claims, but if so then the coun­
try would owe the Company large 
sums. The Government, however, to 
facilitate trade and serve the vital in­
terests of the Dominion, have decided 
to defray the cost of improving the 
terminals at Port aux Basques and St. 
John’s, but these amounts will be 
charged to the Company and accrued 
interest in the final adjustment with 
the Dominion.”

According to this it will be seen 
that there was urgent need for this 
work to be done in order to satisfy 
the business community and to give a 
really satisfactory freight service by 
the railroad, bgt what do I find in the 
answer to question 13 which I put 
here a few days ago. It is another ly­
ing, deceptive answer, intended only 
to escape from a situation discredit­
able to the Commissioners and the 
Government. It is as follows; "The 
work of building the terminal at SL 
John’s was not started in 1920, because 
the plans were not ready, and the 
special men required for piling, etc., 
were engaged at Argentia; also the 
lumber was not available. The sum 
of $200,000 does not appear to be ear­
marked in the Act for this particular 
work.”

The Commission actually took office 
early in last August This work was 
represented to be of a most pressing 
character. No steps appear to have 
been taken to prepare plans for this 
freight shed and I make the assertion 

•now that no plans have been prepared 
up 9 the present moment. This thing 
was like the new steel span for the 
Long Bridge. It was promised in the 
Estimates a year ago, but when a de­
mand was made five or six weeks ago 
for the work to be started, in order 
to give employment, it was then dis­
covered that no step had been taken 
to get out the plans for the steel 
structure, and It wiH 1 probably be 
years before anything is done with it. 
Then the Premier’s speech says the 
special men required for piling were 
engaged at Argentia, but It is idiotic, 
Mr. Speaker, to put such an excuse 
before this House. Every member of 
this House knows there are scores, 
hundreds of men to be got in St. 
John’s capable of doing piling work; 
there are men connected with every 
mercantile premises along Water 
Street who are doing it constantly.

I

68,000 yards of ballasting was done j A®al*n w® that lumber was
three years ago. 71,000 yards the next : available. This is, I think, the only
year, and 100,000 yards the past twelve Ï™? ®n®w®r in the lot. Ijlr. Collishaw 
months, during which 'the road was ,6 sawe<* or could not
under Commission control. The fact. was not pro-

the matter, sir, is, and it cannot be ’ 1 JT,th Mr- ColHahaw was
truthfully challenged, that the policy j andartake to sup-
of providing new fish plates had to be i J™ertal- As for the state-
abandoned because the money was : ®uJ?„of *200 000 was not
needed for the operation of the road, I , t™8 Particular work,
and it was dishonestly diverted from j ST ?®yer ® 5uotation from toe
the purpose for which it was provided i mQ. erJL J£at 1 have already
by the Legislature dn order tp be so 1 was taken* îikÆ SLflfc*™*"1 
applied. The same thing is true with fiflH ****** the $300,000 for the regard to the terminaient St. John’s operation ofregard
and Port aux Basques, which were the 
next item in the Premier’s explana­
tion here a year ago he said, “the sum 
of $550,000 win be devoted to improve­
ment of terminals at Port aux Basques 

•and SL John’s. At Port aux Basques 
it is well kndwn that the handling .of 
traffic and passengers for many yea s 
has been pto only unsatisfactory but 
a reflection oh the country and a dis­
grace to the Railway Company. The 
Company never made any earnest ef­
fort to improve conditions there. They 
have allowed matters to go from 
what was bad at the beginning to a 
condition which is in a positive disgrace 
now and which renders the expedi­
tion and safe handling of traffic im­
possible.” • i
NEWFOUNDLAND'S MAN OF DBS- 

TINT. x
That is what is said with regard to 

Port aux Basques and it is no doubt 
trtffe to a certain extent. Work on the 
Port aux Basques terminal was start­
ed promptly, rumor says, because Mr. 
Collishaw, the man who owns the Min-

the railroad because there was no 
other money available and the road 
would have had to shut down other­wise. s.

ENGINES AND ROLLING STOCK.

Now we go on to the question of 
the locomotives and rolling stock. 
Here is what the Premier said on this 
point: “There will be applied to the 
acquisition of new rolling stock and 
motive power the sum of $450,000. 
Everyone knows* how the engines and 
rolling stock of the road have de­
preciated. If it were not -for the fact 
•that last winter, when the railway 
was tied up. the Company got a 
chanco to effect some repairs because 
they had nothing else to db, the opera­
tion of the road ncross country hav­
ing been abandoned, there could be no 
engines fit to take out the trains this 
summer, as they would be falling to 
pieces on the road. The Reids at­
tribute'this condition of dilapidation 
to excessive strain on their equipment 
owing to war conditions, but in real 
lty the chief cause of the breakdown

GROWN LIFE
For Women—An Investment without Worry
"Where shall I be at sixty?" The Woman who protects 
heraeli with a Crown Life Policy-incurs neither trouble 

se in looking after her investment—all these
Mrtyour di.po.aUintie eelectiqo of the kind of policy ^

for

was to be found In inefficiency on the (p 
part of the management. If the road ’
is to be put In operation this fall and 
next winter, the colony must provide 
Engines and rolling stock. The Gov- 
eminent engineer says six engines, j 
fifty box cars, and 50 flat cars will be ; 
required. This equipment should be; 
provided by the Company and not by ; 
the GovernmenL but the Company are. 
utterly unable to do so. They are in 
a financial condition which makes It, 
Impossible and they cannot get credit. •
The Dominion must, therefore, come , 
to their assistance because the trade 
and industries of the Colony demand 
it, and because of this and not for the 
interests of the Redd Company, the 
Government are taking the matter up. j 
The amount shall be chargeable to ■ 
the Company with interest and willi 
not be any loss to tins Colony to be ! 
recovered when the period of the Reid . 
contract is expired.”

Now let ns deal with this statement I 
and the facts. The Government En-| 
gineer advised that six locomotives. 
would be necessary and be indicated 
that they would cost about $200,000. 
Figures supplied to a question put by 
me earlier in the seeeion show that 
they actually cost $274,000. They are, 
no doubL a great improvement, at any 
rate in the sense that they give the 
road more motive power, but whether 
they are whât are claimed for them 
is another matter. In the report of 
Messrs. Coaker and Hall very large 
claims are made for them by the Gov­
ernment Engineer, who states that 
they were of a design suggested by 
him and superior to anything pre­
viously put on the road, and I am told 
by employees of the Reid Company 
that they are nothing like as satisfac­
tory as the Government Engineer 
claims. However, we cannot settle 
that point here, and. I readily admit 
that they are valuable, but I would 
point out that they have cost this Col­
ony $274,000, and it is gibly explain­
ed to us that the Reids will have to 
pay this money at the end of fifty 
years with accrued interesL I have 
seen nothing yet of a documentary 
kind to show that the Reids have 
agreed to this condition or can be 
forced to admit it. I have already put 
a question on the paper asking for 
the documentary evidence, if any, but 
I have hot been able to get any reply, 
and I personally do not believe this 
principle can be maintained in any 
way. Now let us consider the matter 
of freight cars. According to the Pre­
mier’s speech the Government En­
gineer recommends fifty freight cars 
and fifty box cars, and the Premier’s 
estimate of the cost of these was $250,- 
000. According to question 12 of 
those I put here last week, ten ballast 
cars have been turned out and forty- 
four flat cars, but not a box car at all, 
and the cars and material provided 
have already cost the Colony nearly 
$250,000 without a single box car 
being included therein. V Apparently 
the Commission took over a few ballast 
cars which the Reids had under con­
struction and then undertook to build 
more flat cars, and here we see the 
fine Italian hand of Mr. Oollishaw 
once more. Most of the freight, ex­
cept lumber and very heavy material 
like kerosene oil iu casks, or in steel 
barrels, has to be carried in box cars 
to avoid getting damaged. For in­
stanced, if the railroad Company is to 
haul paper for the Harmsworth mills, 
all that pap?r must be carried in box 
cars. All the goods liable to be dam 
aged by rain or snow or exposure to 
the weather must be carried in box 
cars and the principal traffic of the 
railroad as to flat cars Is lumber, pulp 
wood, and such like. It is an open 
secret around the Reid works that the 
flat cars were provided for the con 
venience of Mr. Collishaw in hauling 
his lumber and pit props across the 
country, and that the general trade of 
the country was sacrificed on his be­
half. Otherwise the sensible thing to 
have been done would have been to 
have built about half of each, and 
thus give the Company an available 
reserve stock of both kinds of cars, 
but now all the money available for 
this purpose has been used up on 
building flat cars for Mr. Collishaw’s 
convenience, and there is no money 
which can be applied to building the 
box cars. I think it will be agreed 
after this exposure that Mr. Colli­
shaw’s friendship for the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries is a pretty cost­
ly Item for this country and the peo­
ple who live in it, and the sooner we 
can get rid of Mr. Collishaw the bet­
ter for this Newfoundland of ours.
From Mr. Collishaw may I divert for 
a moment to Mr. Pill. Mr. Pill is the 
gentleman who was put up at the 
Reid station as an auditor, and it will 
be news to the House and the country 
to find that he is drawing a salary of 
$400 a month, or roughly $5,000 a 
year. In reply to a question amongst 
those which I put last week I get this 
answer to question three: “Mr. Pill is 
a thoroughly qualified railway auditor 
'who gained hie experience with the 
Southern Railroad of the United 
States, a railway of 6,982 miles with 
an annual revenue of $90,000,600. He 
was assistant chief clerk in the ac­
counting department. The salary he 
was receiving is a purely personal 
matter on which it is not proposed to 
question him. He is being paid a sal­
ary of $400 per month. His services 
will be retained uhtfl the accounts of 
the Commission are closed.”

I know of no reason why we should 
not know what salary Mr. Pill was re­
ceiving and what his credentials are.
When the present Government En­
gineer came here to succeed Mr. Burc- 
hell, Sir Robert Bond laid on the table 
of this House, his record, his creden­
tials, the other offer hg was consider­
ing, I think from South Africa or Aus­
tralia, and the salary he was receiv­
ing on the Irish Railway with which 
he was connected, and the country is 
entitled, I submit, to know whether 
Mr. Pill is what he is represented to 
be or whether he is a man who was 
being crowded out, as I was informed 
he was, under the retrenchment scheme 
on the American railway and saw in 
this offer down here a Heaven-sent op­
portunity to get a soft job at a fabu­
lous salary. I notice that it is Ms ser­
vices will be retained unjjl the ac­
counts of the Commission are closed, 
but I make the prediction that it will 
be many a long day before we see the 
last of Mr. Pill in this Country.
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EVANGELINE !—The Perfect Shoe for Women.
HIGH IN FASHION—LOW IN PRICE.

EVANGELINE BOOTS.
Ladies’ Grey Kid High Laced 

Boots.
Ladies’ Dark Tan High Laced 

Boots.
Ladies’ Black Kid, Grey Top, 

High Lftced Boots.
Ladies’ Black Kid with Fawn 

Top Laced Boots.

EVANGELINE OXFORDS. 
Ladies’ Dark Tan Laced Shoes. 
Ladies’ Soft Black Kid Shoes. 
Ladies’ Patent Leather Shoes. , 
Ladies’ Grey Kid one-strap 

Shoes.

EVANGELINE PUMPS. 

Ladies’ Brown Calf Pumps. 

Ladies’ Grey Kid Pumps. 

Ladies’ Patent Pumps. 

Ladies’ Black Kid Pumps.

At the present time we have Evangeline Boots, Shoes and Pumps in all sizes and widths, with Military, 
Cuban or French Heels. ; _ - / v

25 per cent. Off For Cash at Smallwood’s.
Ladies ! Secure a pair of Evangeline Shoes to-day. Double wear in each pair—besides the style.

F. SMALLWOOD
Tho Home of Good Shoes. 218 and220 Wafer St

The above, Mr. Speaker, constitutes 
a record for incompetence that I think 
it would be hard to beat in this coun­
try. Let ùs look again at the Pre­
mier’s statements and the reality. In 
large headlines it was proclaimed that 
he had “unmercifully hammered the 
Reid Company” tor the wretched con­
dition* of

fsiIdblIWIflssTSB[by Rutii Cameron SE
“THE MORE WE HAVE THE MORE WE WANT.” 

A friend of mine 
who has been
passing through 
a period of steads 
ily increasing 
prosperity these 
last few years 
hut who, prior to 
that, was in very 
straitened 
clrcnmstan- 
ces, made a con­
fession to me the 
other day. . 

She said: "It’s
a queer tiling, but as I get better off 
instead of being easier to me to be 
generous as you would think it would 
be, it’s harder. Our income has in­
creased to an Nextent that we would 
have thought positive riches five or 
six years ago. We would have thought 
then that we could gratify every wish 
with it, but fast as it has grown our 
wants seem to have grown faster. 
Why, there are just as many things 
1 went that are beyond our income as 
there ever were, maybe more. And 
when I set my heart on a thing how, 
it seems harder to give it up. It 
realljr frightens me sometimes when 
I see how hard I have to struggle to 
be decently generous.”

As We Climb We See More.

ness, I am sure, but I feel equally 
sure He would not accept any such 
excuse as justification for not trying.

As you see, my friend seemed to feel 
that there was something peculiar and 
individual about her experience. I 
am inclined to think she was simply 
experiencing an almost inevitable 
human reaction.

"The more we have, the more we 
want,” is a bromtdlom and conse­
quently tiresome but Just as conse- 

tly true.
It

some height, from which you get at 
each step a wider view. Bach bit of 
progress up tile financial height thit 
we make, gives us a wider view—we 
see more and more things to want,” 
we draw near to things we only knew 
in a vague way existed; we realize how 
attractive they are and we want them 
as we couldn’t have wanted them in 
the old days.

Our Hearts Get “Set” on Things.
Then, too, as we get more and more 

luxuries, we become more and more 
concentrated on tilings. Our minds 
are more set that way. We are more 
used to having what we want—and 
consequently giving it up, which was ‘ 
a frequent, matter-of-course expert- j 
ence in the old days, becomes harder. | 
If you do not constantly exercise the 
character muscles of self-denial, they i 
are flabby just like the body muscles.1

When Christ said: “It is harder 
for a rich man to enter the Kingdom ] 
of Heaven than for a camel to go ; 
through the eye of a needle,” He waa 
not trying to say something striking. 
He was uttering in a vivid way that 
profound truth which my friend is ex­
periencing.
The Genius of Knowing Without Ex­

periencing.
i

That He should have known it ‘ 
without Himself passing through the 
experience, was one more proof of His 
supreme genius tor understanding the 
hearts of men.

He knew how hard it was and He 
would not have joined with the poor 
man in his contemptuous blanV But 
he it remembered by anyone inclined | 
to make the difficulty of keeping 
things from meaning too much in . 
lifq an excuse tor not,

Raising His Spirits.
A ramshackle omnibus was convey­

ing visitors from a country station to 
an hotel.

When the omnibus came to a hill, 
the driver made a sign to the conduc­
tor, and the latter opened and shut the 
door at the back. This went on at fre­

quent intervals, until the pa 
became irritated. One of them objd 
to the banging. The driver 
through a small window.

"Whist!” he said, "he’ll heai
“Who?” asked the passenger ! 

had complained.
"The horse, yer honour. Spake lj 

Every toime he hears the door t 
he thinks wan o’ yez is gettin’i 
to walk up the hill; an’ sure,| 
raises the spirits of him!"

Callard & Bowser’s 
Butter Scotch.

NOUGAT, ALMOND ROCK, TURKISH DE­
LIGHT—Just received.

BUTTER SCOTCH from............ 5c. up
PURE COCOA, in bulk, only 20c. lb.
MALT BREAKFAST FOOD.
DANISH THICK CREAM—Large tins.
NESTLE’S THICK CREAM—Small and large 

tins.
FINEST LEGHORN CANDIED CITRON 

PEEL.
EXTRA BIGARREAUX CHERRIES for cake 

making.
LEMON CRYSTALS by the lb.
LEMON CRYSTALS, 2 oz. boxes.
CHASE & SANBORN’S “SEAL” BRAND 

COFFEE, Vi lb. and 1 lb. tins.
PINTS LIME JUICE, 24c. each.
FRESH CUCUMBERS, FRESH EGGS.
FRESH GRAPE FRUIT, ETC.

CP.

Duckworth Street & Queen's Road
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