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my—son. Is—Is—It he!”
Mr. Saintsbury stepped up to the 

bench and laid a hand upon the old 
man’s arm.

“Not here, Lynborough!” he plead­
ed, with agitation. “Come home—”

"Yes, here, here!”
With a gesture of resignation Mr. 

Saintsbury put the miniature in his 
hand. As he did so Whetstone came 
falteringly from the group of per­
sons that had been left in the court 
and, trembling in every limb, stood 
confronting the earl.

The earl drew his hand across his 
then looked at the miniature.
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eyes,
A cry rose from his lips.

“It is Janet!”
Whetstone drew nearer.
“You know it! Then—then—it was 

you who betrayed her! Oh, my God!”
The earl’s gaze rested on him for a 

moment,,then he drew himself up.
"It is the portrait of my—wife, gen­

tlemen!” he said, proudly. “We were 
married—there stands”—he pointed 

‘to Sainttsbury—“one of the witnes-
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SETTLEMENT PROMIT and**:*:®3 a movement 
intense si- 
by George

There was a
of amazement, 
lence. It was 
Saintsbury.

“Yes,” he said.
—and—Lynborough be calm ! You 
force me to speak—the prisoner— 
Ralph Farringdon, has recognized 
that portrait as that of his mother!”

The earl looked up as i 
about to collapse, then he t 
self up.

“I knew it—I knew it!” 
hoarsely. "He is my son!”

He would have fallen, but 
caught him. He had not fa 
presently in a weak voice 1

“Take me home. My 
son!”

CHAPTER XXVII.
They took the earl 

rode with him and displayed an ap­
propriate sympathy and rendered him 
an affectionate attention. But all 
the time his acute brain, sharpened 
by his peril, was at work. What 
course should he pursue? Should he 
show fight, protest his disbelief of 
Ralph’s identity, announce his inten­
tion of contesting the claim?

The moment he had seen Veronica 
in the court he understood that she. 
and Ralph were betrothed : another 
complication. She had refused him, 
Talbot, and had actually fallen in love

then an
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The spectators held their breath 
and looked from one to the other. Tal­
bot rose and approached the earl, but 
he waved him away imperiously.

“Ralph Farringdon,” said Ralph in 
a low voice, and with surprise.

The earl passed his hand over his 
trembling lips and fell back.

remanded,” said

character, a man in the pride of youth 
and—at that time—as strong as an 
athlete, accused of stabbing—stab­
bing, forsooth!—a man old enough tc 
be his father, and a man weakened by 
drink arid dissipation ! Surely I am 
within my right in asking for a dis­
charge. Where is the motive? The 
motive is the pivot on which the 
charge must turn! There is none, ab­
solutely none! A quarrel! Between 
a gamekeeper and a suspected poach­
er! Well! Grant it! Why, this 
young man in the dock could have 
felled the deceased with one' blow. 
Why use a knife? Is this the kind 
of man—an Englishman and a brave 
man, remember !—to commit a cow­
ardly and unnecessary—unnecessary 
—murder?”

There was a murmur of assent, of 
approval, and a -policeman called 
sternly for silence. Two or three 
of the magistrates drew together in 
a whispered conference.

“We think there is sufficient evi­
dence for

it is the 
Did he 

at Lynne

not matter.Hie Earl’s Sea prisoner s. You know 
bear a good character 
Court.”

“Yes, sir; excellent, 
of the best-liked keepers we’ve had—’ 

“Ah, yes! You would not have sus-
murder- 
knife ane

you cm
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pec ted him of a coward 
if you had not found th 
heard of the quarrel?”

The cler.k interposed.
Grey’s opinion

“The prisoner is 
one of the other magistrates. “C 
the court! Lord Lynborough is 

Talbot went over the earl, w! 
head was cn his breast, and his 
low magistrates gathered round 
with expressions of sympathy 
fear.

“He ought not to have been t 
his age—he is not strong enough

CHAPTER XXVI.
He rose in a leisurely 

and arranged his eyeglass.
“One moment, Mr. Grey, 

please. We will have evidence of the 
arrest, I think.”

The London detective who had ar­
rested Ralph came into the box. #

“Quite so. You found the prisoner 
just recovered from an illness, the re­
sult of his rescue of a little child 
from a burning house?”

“Yes, sir; it is the same man.”
He offered no

ance?”
“No, sir. tie behaved like i 

man.”
“Quite so. No doubt your

Dainty BLOUSESscarcely accept 
dence—”

“Quite so,” assented 
blandly. “About the quarrel : do you 
give evidence of that this morning! 
Where is Fanny Mason?”

Talbot, who was sitting at the end 
of the magistrate’s bench, 
his handkerchief and blew 
at that moment.

“No, sir.

The earl seemed weak and dazed, 
as if he were too bewildered and con­
fused to be conscious of what was 
going on around him; but to their en­
treaties that he would go to bed, he 
shook his head, and, assisted by Tal­
bot, went to the library. As they en­
tered it, Mr. Bolton, who had been on 
the Continent, drove up.

(To be Continued.)
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The earl 
dream.

“The prisoner is remanded,” he 
said. “Has he anything to say?”

He looked at Ralph, and, as if 
responding to the look rather than 
the words, he said in a clear, though 
low voice :

“I am innocent, my lord. We quar­
relled—”

'Mr. Selby sprang up, as if to inter­
rupt htip, then fell back with a shrug 
of his shoulders.

—“But I walked away. I wanted to 
catch the train—I was leaving Lynne 
Court. I dropped the knife as I was 
cutting the stick on whichh I carried 
my bundle—” i

Every eye, every ear was strained 
in an almost painful attention; but 
suddenly, in the midst of the prison­
er’s speech, the earl rose, his face 
white as death, his hand outstretched 

towards the prisoner, who had stop­

ped, arrested by the uprising of the 
earl’s gaunt figure, the ashen face 
the outstretched hand.

“Who—who are you?” came at last 
in hoarse, broken tones.

In Thousands 
of Homes

seemed to wake from a

Torreviga Salter*s heroism. The father of the child 
Is in court” —

All eyes went to Mr. Saintsburj 
and then, with a feeling of admira­
tion and sympathy, to Ralph, whe 
frowned at this reference to hit 
“heroism.”

“Now, Mr. Grey, again, if you 
please,” said Mr. Selby. “You found 
the knife on the body. It—the knife

Mr. Selby turned swiftly on the 
bench. “I shall have to ask your wor­
ships for a discharge,” he said, coolly. 
“My client drops his knife—it is pick­
ed up by some enemy, some man who 
owes the deceased a grudge, and 
probably murders him. The evidence 
is not strong enough, my lord.” He 
looked hard at the earl. “Here is a 
young man, with an unexceptional
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