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MEDDLESOME PROPHETS
Another Canadian valiant rises to

Britain and Canada, for alike their 
theory and their practice is that the 
less trade v.e have with Britain or 
any other country the better for us— 
“us” being construed always in their 
lexicon as the beneficiaries, financial 
and political, of protectionist tariff.

These forebodings of the withdrawal 
oi Canada's preference are founded 
and defended ever and always on the 
characteristic absurdity that a reduc
tion of tariff benefits only the other 
fellow. Canada’s preference, they 
argue, was of benefit to the British 
manufacturers, therefore, the British 
people should reciprocate. To every

the Alberta Opposition should be 
thoroughly and personally familiar 
With the whole trend and scope cf 
public affairs during the past term.

in

sions as a means of promoting trade! and decidedly poor attendance. In | business of criticism was not and 
and strengthening sentiment between ‘ districts having n school population of1 couid not be divided and specialized

thirty pupils, not more than from ” ‘ 1
three to six will be found in school.”

E. H. Walker—“In this inspectoral 
division there are 21 schools, the bulk 
of whose population speak the Rutlien-
ian language. A careful study of the'^j," therefore, or should be
returns received reveats the fact that I . ,
not fifty per cent, of the children of | a singularly advantageous position to 
school age are enrolled on the régis-1 criticize the Government’s policy and 
ters of these schools. Of those who j record with precision and effective- 
are attending school, if2 we except ' ne3s
Ethelbert and Siiton, not over five | —, , ., ,, , ., ,
per cent, are able to carry on a con- a* tbey addressed themselves to 
versation in the English language. To. the task with every good intent yes- 
one who is anxious to see the work j terday must be admitted. That they 
oi naturalization and assimilation1 made so poor a is ,not to bv
keep pace with immigration, this is 
not a very satisfactory state of af- 
iairs. Since the teachers are nearly

n, too, through the ( ally of the greatest railway system 
l the volume o. grrin which ' in this country, an ally which has

warn the Empire that it is on the j ore beyond the spell of this illusion 
road to the eternal bow-wows. With ; the plain fact is that the preference 
every proper regard ior the stability of j was designed not as a means of cli
the Imperial fabric and a due sense of j licking the British manufacturer but

t.s a measure for the relief of the Can
adian consumer. That it did benefit 
the British maker is undoubtedly 
true—but it did so because it enabled 
the Canadian consumer to buy his 
goods in competition with the home
made products. Any benefit it may 
have been to the factories oi Manches
ter or Birmingham was incidental to

obligation to the man who gives time
ly warning of impending danger there» 
to, it remains to be said that Canada 
of late has been producing a pheno
menal proportion of the prophets of 
BaaL The appearance of these seers 
is strikingly and significantly similar.
Invariably a cable message brings 
word that some one has written to 
the London Standard declaring that j its main and primary purpose—of en-
Britain must impose taxes on her food 
supply or Canada will abandon the 
preference; and the conclusion as in
variably attached is that if the prefer
ence goes by the board our hopes cf 
Imperial stability and permanence are 
visions of the night, doomed to a rude 
awakening in the cold gray dawn of 
national disintegration.

On the face of it, this is attributing 
to the Canadian preferential tariff a 
potency never claimed by the govern
ment who made it, nor by the men 
who backed them up in launching 
and maintaining it—against the fierc
est onslaughts of the men who now 
credit it with such all-important con
sequences. That the preference has

abling the Canadian consumer to get 
manufactured goods at live and let 
live prices. Just because it did this 
the preference has come to stay; and 
just because the Canadian protection
ist recognizes that it has come to 
stay he drops the useless campaign 
lor its withdrawal tç engage in an 
effort to stampede the British people 
into building tariff walls about them- 
-elves, hoping to recover in the read
justment some compensation for the 
business he has lost through the pre- 
icrcnce. To this end he shouts that 
the Empire is in danger. Without 
questioning his patriotism it may b? 
suggested to him that one of the great
est contributions Canadians can make

all bright, promising young men who 
are able to speak both English and 
Kuthenian fluently, one must conclude 
that the only remedy for these schools 
is compulsory education.”

W. J. Parr—“The attendance in 
town and country schools shows no un

charged against them, but against the 
Government. The spirit was willing, 
but a willing spirit without some
thing to work on or to work with is 
in bad straits, and Messrs. Robertson 
and Hiebert manifestly found little 
to. work on or to work with. The 
leader, indeed, though he travelled

movement over former years. Dur-; tlle beck-track to the field of Federal 
mg ihe latter part of August, the , . , ». , , ,
whole of September, and the beginning ! legislation an(l mourned, as usual, 
of October, it was noticeably low. Oi that wo received cash instead cf 
23 rural schools visited during Octob
er, the total enrolment for that month

We stand to g; 
increase
will m tlv near future find its way to 
the world’s mark ts via the Pacific 
coast. With tiie einstruction of low 
grade roads through the mountains 
and the completion of the Panama 
canal, railway men, merchants and 
farmers are convinced that a large 
proportion of the western crop will 
find i;» coarse ior the Old Land by 
way of the Pacific. A .prominent rail
way builder and operator ventures the 
opinion that the line of division will 
be as far east as Regina, the crop 
from west of that line going to the 
Pacific ports. It- is ^claimed that 
sixty per cent, of the receipts for 
freight traffic are spent in the com
munities through which the railways 
pass. If these views arc correct Al
berta will be millions in pocket 
through the peopling of the vacant 
farms in Central and Southern Sas
katchewan.

land for provincial support, had par-
__ . . ticularly poor success and confined

was 32i, giving an average of 14.1. The , . ,. ... ,, , , , ,total number present on the days of lim,"eL Poetically to what lie was not

been a good thing for Britain as well io the cause of Imperial solidarity is
as for Canada Liberals affirm, and af-j t> recognize the ability of the British

.1
firmed when their opponents berated' people to manage their own affairs.
it as altogether too good a thing tor 
Britain. That it has induced trad» 
and by trade acquaintance, cordiality 
and firmer friendship, they gladly ad
mit. But that it is the sole and only 
bond of Empire they do not believe.

KNOCKING ITS FRIENDS.

The Edmonton Journal is makim

present oil the days 
my visit was 215, an average of 9.5 in 
each school. There seems to be a 
growing feeling in the direction of 
compulsory attendance, and no class 
of people would welcome it more 
warmly than the teachers, who are 
frequently blamed ior poor work 
which is wholly the result of irregu
larity of attendance.”

C. K. Newcombe—“The fall attend
ance in the rural schools shows a 
a ratifying increase this year. But 
there are still many districts where 
the average attendance represents 
only a small fraction of the number 
of resident children of school age. Ir
regular attendance is certainly the 
greatest foe to educational efficiency, 
and while I am not oi those who see 
in easy magic of legislative enact
ment the ready remedy for all social 
ills, yet I cannot help thinking that it 
should be possible to devise some mea
sure which would afford needed protec
tion to the children of the ignorant, 
the idle, the careless and the vici
ous.”

A. C. Campbell—“The irregular at
tendance. and in not a few cases the 
entire lack of attendance is still the 
most serious problem before us. With 
all our boasted progress we have not

HORATIUS WITH A STRING.

able to find in the bill of fare for the 
present session. His follower, with 
perhaps more persistence, found one 
point on which to criticize each Of the 
ministers of the crown, in some cases 
even two; but the points were such 
as might have been located by any 
tolerably well informed individual out
side the House and in no ease offered 
ground on which even a brisk skirmish 
might be fought.

If, after four years of., administra
tion in which it has fallen to the lot 
of the Government to lay the founda
tions of provincial policy, and to cre- 
-ate and put into operation the entire 
plant of government machinery, the 
Opposition so advantageously situated 
can find nothing on which to take is
sue more important than the secret
iveness of the Government regarding 
their future intentions and the fact 
that the demand for coyote bounties 
got away with more than the sum 
provided by the legislature, Alberta 
may surely congratulate herself or

onslaughts these days on the ouv • ;ts existence the energy of the teacher ! provided by the legislature, Alberta
' is largely wasted and the results of | jn life. The members for High River

yet stamped out this evil. Owing to | having a Government which has de-

in nd in g features of its party’s policy
, and practice past and present. Oil 

According to their information there |Kriday u rei-erTed t0 the -rascl,i;y”
was a British Empire before there was^ garrvmander business, and on Mon- 
a Candian preferenence, an Empire ,|ay denounced roundly the idea oihav- 
founded jy quite other means than the having a provincial hansard. As both
manipulation of tariffs, sustained b> 1, ■rrymander and the hansard propos:»!

when Ve n°‘ am,arent Time »«* and Rosebud found no xvben there were reasons more or less;
valid for such a state of affairs. The ; feature of poLcy and ev

outstanding 
en no import-

remedies suggested are well known ] ant item of administration on which 
and must be applied if there is to be ' they felt aide 
any improvement ” |the Government

1). J. VVright— Whether it is this : ,. . ,
regularity of attendance or the de- Pub!ie opinion—tnat on a -resume

On only one matter of prospective 
legislation did the Opposition deem it 
wise to make, or to seem to make, 
pronouncement of alternative policy 
during the debate on the speech from 
the throne. Referring to the railway 
policy of the Government the Opposi
tion leader in somewhat grandiloqueu 
language informed the House that if 
the Government proposed to guarantee 
the bonds for railway companies lie 
intended to emulate the performance 
of Leonidas at the pass of Thermopylae 
But lest anyone should imagine that 
.ike the sturdy Greek, he contemplât 
ed this warlike attitude for the de
fence of his country or its interests 
he hastened to assure them of the 
contrary. The purpose was not to dec 
fend Greece but to "resist the advance 
of the Persians ;” or to drop the cla; 
sical allusion not to conserve or pro
mote the interests of Alberta, but to 
oppose the policy of the Government 
The distinction is worthy Of note 

In this the 'honorable gentleman 
claimed to speak for the Conservative 
party of Alberta, but the claim was 
somewhat discounted by the immedi 
ately following declaration that if his 
lone follower in the House abandoned 
him on the question lie would change 
the role and represent Horatius in lii 
single-handed atunt of holding tin 
bridge against the advancing hosts—

of
quite other sentiments than ».io ' -St ( tbe exc]us;vu property of its ! Pressing influence of having too little j affairs on the eve of a general elec
tor gain, and animated by quite other fr:ends it i3 to b„ assumed irom thi i‘° do’ 1 cannot sa-v> but certainly it tion. By their manifest willingness 
and higher motives than the desire to 1 ,e " ««fccchl» thin» that ,r»„n» .»-/»!

i-3 an excuse for poor work. Even in portance to criticize, they were wit-i , o{ Alberta, and'that so trifling
Thp tnwrtc Cl mna:m»n on ------------ - I „ .U- ..f 1 ..J J., + I - ,

/i unbending independence. . .
Two re-adjustments of constituencies'Ibe ,j°Tns a measure of compulsion nesses to the vigilance and judgment' 

. . . _ __ . : would b<? a great benefit.

•hat the Journal is nrenarinv to fni i ‘1 3 not-c?abl? thing that many teac.i-1 tQ criticize, and their equally apparent . . , -aal tne Journal is prepanng to loi- ers are not doing average work. Too , . 1 : .
prevent any member of the family ; jow tbe Calgary Herald into the rank » often ‘there are so few today’ is given ialure to all>’tblng of vltal im
doing buein»‘o3 with anybody outside ’ —
the family circle. And they shrewdly 
suspect that however effective the pre
ference may have been in the develop
ment of'Imperial gentiment, that the

made, the demarkation being done 1 y ! ‘ t°n, or not’ is Proyc^ by the check- 
d joint committee of both sides oi the The onlTVe^edy^appearrto^e^eom- 

..^e_W0U ^ cap^bIei of House. The report of the committee pulsory attendance, which it is hoped !
wLl not be long deferred/'

nd willing to challenge
before the bar ot hostg in tbis case not oi Tuscans but 

of railways. The conclusion from 
this curious association of statement 
seems to be that in the opinion of the 
honorable gentleman himself Mr. Rob 
ertson constitutes the Conservativ

consideration as the discourage-

bonds and thS^gfurit which sustained 
and animated the Empire before there

came into power at Ottawa. After the » parents are indifferent whether their "*on bav^c devoted themselves to the 
census of 1901 a redistribution was children receive an adequate educi- management of public affairs.

PUTTING FARMERS ON THE 
VACANT FARMS.

continuing business in the same be- ■ WK3 s»gned without dissent by the
nefieent manner if the preference wer 
no more.

It is worthy of note, too„tliat these j,ast session a redistribution was made 
p.ognestieations about the abandon-1 (be seats in Alberta and Saskatclie-

: members of the committee and r.c- 
! copied without division by the House.

ment of the preference come from 
suspicious sources. The government 
who extended the preference are still 
in power at Ottawa, with a tolerab.y 
secure working majority, and with 'air 
prospects of having the maintenance 
or withdrawal of the preference in 
their hands for some time to come—:■ 
decidedly longer time than the pro
phets give tile preference to live unless 
Britain supply the specific of a food 
tax. Manifestly they are likely to 
have a say as to whether or not the

■van, again by a joint committee, and 
again every member of the committee 
assented to the report and the House 
; dopted it without division. If this 
;s a “rascally” method of redistri jut- 
ng scats every honest man in the 
•ountry will say let us have the "ras
cally” type.

That the Journal regards this as ay 
bad plan is no doubt true for it de
clares it to be “rascally.” The out
rage ol 1^5 .to doubt comes nearer to 
Its ideal—or the performance of Pr»-

Homestead entries for the past year
THE TESTIMONY OF THE CRITICS^‘ !H™bsrTed alm0st tWi<* as ma“f. as tor

i 1907. In enormous degree this was
The Opposition announced their ! clue to the pre-emption clauses Of the

opinions of the speech irom the throne'new land act. The heaviest returns
yesterday. On such occasions custom 'come from the districts where the

preference lives or dies. It has yet i .nj,.r Whitney in Ontario last spring, 
to be intimated that, they have nuy, 8ut it irt tu b(! bopad and ux))..cl,.d 
notion or desire, immediate or remote. ;or the cause of decency that the Rut'i- 
direct or indirect, to abandon, lessen j er£ord government will not do to their 
or modify the preference. On the mie8 a# the$r e„cmis might be' ex- 
contrary, there are some pretty heal- Uecttd t3 &J to them it they had the 
thy arguments for thinking that if the cbancc. Something better than tyr- 
preierencc is dealt with at all in the \ 'y is expected of Liberal govurn- 
ncar future it will be in the direction j nlents
of extending it both laterally and | As for u provincial hansard report, 
downward, rather than by narrowing ■ th„ only proposai this direction 
its scope or reducing its proportions. I ver mad(, in the House came from 
The prophets therefore are in the|Mr Hiebert, of Rosebud last session, 
position of presuming to guess what Xo tbat gt.ntleman, therefore, we re- 
a government of diametrically opposite lpectiully refer the criticism of the 
tariif views .ntends to do and Iron. ^ ;ournab a3 „ fajr'y accurate summary

iave been made since the Liberals i j M Friesën—‘‘The fact that manv wb'cb tbe Rutherford administra- ]nent 0r railway construction will not
----» - - 7 • Mon have devoted themselves to the ^ permitted to deter him from iul

filling the primary obligation to op 
pose when and what the Government 
may psopose.

According to one sentence the lead- 
er favored the provincial ownership 
and operation of railways, but accord 
ing to the next lie wanted the Domin 
on to build the railways. His case 

seems to be then that the Dominion 
liould build the roads and hand 

them over to the province to have and 
to hold, to operate and to own. If 
this be the plan it seems probable that 
no objection would be raised to it V 
any person in Alberta ; but there are 
some -six million people living in the 
other provinces of Canada who may be 

lied upon to provide on the average 
one good argument each against the 
proposal. And as it would probably 
take the honorable gentleman some 
ime to overcome the scruples of this 

formidable body of doubting Thomases 
he need not be surprised if the people 

Î Alberta decline to await the success

lias made it proper to say that the clauses apply—that is, from the dis- 
speech is notable less for what it says tricts where the entries in former 
than for what it omits. By usage too the j years were fewest. The entries in the 
debate on the speech m provincial • last four months of the year, after 
legislatures lias come to be regarded j the act came into force, were almost 
as a favorable occasion ior saying ; double those made during the proced- 
ivhat one thinks about the govern-|tng- e,ght months, though the fall is 
aient, its members, characters, doings. j,y no means the favorite season for 
and proposals. To both these proprie- J taking up land. Immigration for the 
ties the Opposition paid their respects • year was by no means abnormally 
yesterday. With -most of the contents | large—it fell in fact many thousands 
of the speech tnvy were oil amiable, r.liort of preceding years, and under

lie output they would seem to In
conspicuously poor lot of guessers.

This however may be only seeming
ly true; for there is a very general 
and a very excellently founded sus
picion that the prophecies are the ap-

rf the remarks the Bulletin made 
that occasion.

HOW IT WORKS.
This is what the school inspectors 

jf the Province of Manitoba think oi

terms, but were duly grieved at the 
number of things in respect» of which 
it conveyed to them no information. 
They wandered back over the four 
years of provincial life searching 
among the records oi legislative anil 
administrative deeds for the evidences 
of government folly or mistakes— 
searching and finding little.

Just how little they found is well 
worthy of note. The Rutherford Gov
ernment iliave belli charged for four 
years with the administration of pub
lic affairs and the formation oi public 
policy. Their duties have been many 
and oi varied nature. They have had 
the spending of millions of public 
money. The construction of roads, 
bridges and public works of all kinds 
have been under their direction and 
oil their responsibility. The educa
tional system has been under their 
supervision. They have been the cus-

the same conditions the homestead 
entries must have been expected to 
bear a similar" proportion. This sug
gests what might have been the re
sult for Edmonton and the whole Sas
katchewan valley if the measure as 
originally drafted had been allowed 
to carry through the House.

The new provisions are filling up 
the southern portions of Saskatchewan 
and Alberta with settlers on land 
which has heretofore lain idle and use
less. This has more meaning for the 
province at large than the increase in 
the aggregate of the western crop. It 
means that railways may now b» 
driven through a country where pre 
viously they were not, and that when 
built they '« ill be able to pay through
out their entire length, instead of be 
i»ig forced to collect from the trade of 
the central portions of the province 
charges enough to make up the loss or 

todians of the legal machinery and [hauling trains through unproductive 
are answerable for the preservation of j tracts. The unsettled country along 
law and order. It has been their the C. P. R. has been a continuous
duty to undertake such measures as 
seemed possible and well for the en-

parent, and not the real, views of the the bi-lingual, go-when-you-please sys- 
propliets. There are excellent reasons , tom operated in that province, and 
ior thinking that the sudden anxiety which the emissaries of the Rob'.in 
of protectionist gentlemen lest the government were kind tnough to un- 
preference be abandoned, springs lertaka to establish in Alberta if the 
from a very clear and lively recogni- j . lectors of Victoria would vote for the
tion that it is not at all likely to be ^ Conservative candidate in tli»- recent I couragement of those basic industries 
abandoned. If their advocacy of the ' Federal election ’ | on which the whole fabric of the ma-
exehangc of tariff favors originates in j T. M. Maguire : “If parents did their t terial present and future rests 
a sincere- desire to promote Imperial 'u,y and sent their children to school1 
sentiment and solidarity it must b - la8ulany most of our schools would 

, , ., , ,, ‘ , how good results at the end of the
admitted that the means suggested year. Irregularity is the root evil of 
itself to them very late. For eighteen our schools. It is disgraceful and piti-1 : 
years these gentlemen had the making *U1 the number of boys and girls in
of Canada’s tariff, and it has yet to th»f coun'r>" *rom ‘welve to fourteen, 
i , , .. • , ...» who can barely read or write owing di-be shown that the idea ot lessening* ,.ectly to irregularity or no attendance, 
the tariff toward Britain for Imperial There seems to be no remedy for this 
or other reasons, ever occurred to state of affairs. Compulsory attend-
them. If it did occur to their minds it ance has been, suggested, but for some

4i , • reason this remedy cannot be applied,got no lurther no doubt through a J, there r.o other remedy that can be 
wholesome regard for the lining of applied?"
their purses. Let no one imagine that A. L. Young—"Their work (in the 
if there were no Canadian preference Ruthenian schools, Siuartburn) is
•oday the protected interests and their eonditkmt' the/nos/' noric/bl/'/t Ihis inclination leads him or his ex- 

a.ltea would propose mutual coures- which is the lack of normal training poriencs fits him. Just because the
I

systematically and continuously trad
ed public interests for political sup
port for a generation, has changed 
not only its spots but its character 
and stands now as the enemy of priv
ate ownership of railways in any form 
and under any condition—this the 
humble but clear-headed elector will 
espectfully decline to accept even 

from the lips of the honorable gen
tleman who for the time occupies the 
position of titular leader of that party 
in the local legislature.

Or if the honorable member for High 
River imagines that the Conservative 
party of Alberta will allow him in its 
name to take the Horatius-at-the- 
bridge attitutde toward the cause of 
railway extension, he is likely to find 

imself badly informed. To their po
litical opponents certainly nothing 
could be more gratifying than that 
that party should do so; but it may 

frankly admitted that the Liberals 
have a better notion than that of the 
political sagacity of their opponents. 
It is to be feared therefore that if or 
when the honorable Opposition leader 
assumes His warlike attitude and 
swings his cutlery in the face of the 
advancing railways there will bo 
trouble coming- to him from an unex
pected quarter. We shall be very 
much surprised on that occasion if 
the public are not given to under- 
tand in homely Anglo-Saxon, un- 
.domed by any classical allusions, that 

tile member for High River does not 
speak for the party to which he claims 
allegiance ; or if indeed the string is 
not pulled and that worthy gentleman 
yanked unceremoniously back from 
his stand against the advancing hosts 
of the means and agencies of progress.

access to markets. With the unqualified 
endorsement of the people of the pro
vince on the proposed railway policy 
there is every reason to believe that the 
next year or year and a half will see a 
development in the province that will 
put all previous progresaBa long way ’n 
the background.

he

THE UNKINDEST KNOCK OF ALL.
The Mail and Empire condemns the 

appointment of the commission to con
struct the National Transcontinental 

“gross violation of the principles 
of representative government/’ Does 
this mean that the Mail is getting 
r ;ady to dump Mr. Borden and hi? 
com m ission-f or-eve ry t h i n g propagan
da? At any rate it is unfeeling and 
unloyal to deprive the honorable gen
tleman oi the stock proposal by which 
he has been able to suggest a different 
course to the Government on most im
portant questions since he attained 
the dignity. The gentleman may have 
b?en afflicted with unusually poor 
lpck in making himself understood, 
but hotvever this be the impression 
has been spread that his accession to 
power would be followed by the turn
ing over of pretty much all the bush 
ness, duty and responsibility of gov
ernment to men chosen regardless of 
the people and placed beyond their 
reach. In this he has at least won 
credit for unshaking allegiance to the 
tradition that the people have no busi
ness to rule themselves anyway. But 
this poor credit the Mail would rob 
him of, and says flatly that commis
sions for the spending of public money 
are contrary to the principles of repre
sentative government. Whether it is 
actuated by antagonism for Mr. Bor
den or by the common desire to find 
cause of offence against the Govern
ment it administers a blow to Mr. 
Borden’s chief title to leadership.

AN ANNIVERSARY, AND A 
CONTRAST.

Winnipeg Free Press :—Today is 
first anniversary of the inauguration of 
Government ownership and operation of 
telephones ift Manitoba. The year has 
run its course, without seeing the real
ization of the explicit pledges that were 
made by the government ixr more than 
cut the Bell rates in two. On this day 
begins the second year of the government 
ownership and r^eration of telephones in 
Manitoba.

The vision of telephones for the farm
ers at $12 a year, which were dangled 
before the public by the Ministers pre
vious to the general elections, has melt
ed away like a deceiving mirage. There 
have been no reductions of telephone 
rates. On the contrary, there have been 
increases. Such has been the experience 
of Manitoba. Alberta has had a very dif
ferent experience of government owner
ship and operation of telephones ; and 
the contrast between tine experiences of 
the two Provinces is all the more .strik
ing because Mr. It obi in’ and his col
leagues have repeatedly asserted that in 
the purchase of the Bell Telephone Com
pany's system in this Province they 
made a bargain that was more to the ad
vantage of the public than the bargain 
made by the government of Alberta for 
the purchase of the same Company’s 
system in that Province.

And yet in Alberta the rates charged 
for telephones under Government owner
ship and operation are markedly less 
than the rates that were charged by the 
Bell Company. On Wednesday the an
nouncement was made at Edmonton of 
an Order-in-Counc:l having been passed 
putting into effect the readjusted sche
dule of rentals and tolls in the Alberta 
telephone system. The reduction will 
average 25 per cent. The new schedule 
does not affect the 25 per cent, reduction 
on former prices in every instance. In 
some cases there is no change whatever, 
but the average reduction is 25 per cent. 
Mr. Cushing, the Minister of Public 
Works, under whose direction the system, 
is operated, said on Wednesday : “For 
the past four months we have been con
sidering the question of readjustment. 
This readjustment, which went into ef
fect January 1, means a. reduction of 
rates on toll lines and exchanges formerly 
operated by the Bell Company, with the 
exception of exchanges' with over 1,000 
subscribers, where the same rates will be 
maintained on business telephones. But 
there will be a reduction on all ex
changes upon telephones in private re
sidences.”

In Alberta they are thus having their 
second reduction of telephone rates since 
government ownership and operation be
gan in that Province. In this Province 
the public is still waiting for the first 
reduction of any sort.

VIEWS OF THE PRESS

The Opposition members during that 
time have been particularly well cir
cumstanced to observe the whole pol
icy and work of the Government, to 
detect errors of judgment and to locate 
evidences of negl'giuice or impropriety. 
The fact that their number was small 
constituted in itself a signal advant
age in this respect. With a large ami 
regularly organized Opposition the 
individual member usually confines 
his attention to some phhase of pub
lic affairs oi more than usual import
ance to his constituency, or to which

bill of expense to the farmers and 
merchants of this province, for lack
ing local trade sufficient to pay ex 
penses along this stretch, the company 
have been forced tc charge against 
Alberta grain shipments and imports 
of merchandise the cost of keeping in 
operation a road through miles oi 
country that very literally did not pay 
ior grease for the wheels.

The settlement of •Central and South
ern Saskatchewan means also larger 
markets for Alberta coal. It may be 
accepted as a permanent condition 
that Saskatchewan will buy its fuel 
trom Alberta. Every settler placed 
cn Saskatchewan land means a new 
customer for our mines, more work

of so unpromising a missionary en
terprise.

Perhaps the ambition to number 
with the heroes of antiquity springs 
Irom jealousy at the distinction won 
by the member from Rosebud for the 
comparison he has earned and receiv
ed to another valiant of olden times, 
perhaps from a recognition that some
thing unusual must be done if the 
Opposition arc to cut any appreciable 
figure in the coming election cam
paign. However this be, the effort 
seems likely to gain for its author 
more ridicule than profit and to excite 
more -merriment than sympathy., Mr. 
Hiebert as Don Quixote will do, but 
his esteemed leader .ns Leonidas and 
Horatius rolled in one is really im
possible. The setting will not permit 
oi the scene. Alberta is at peace. We 
are threatened by nothing more dang
erous than invasion by railways, and 
against these we will neither defend 
the passes by force of arms nor chop 
down the bridges. Nor will the 
honorable gentleman essay such tasks 
j*. he regard the public welfare or 
-•herisli a hope of political life to 
come.

If, indeed, the honorable gentleman 
wishes to be understood as seriously 
asserting that the Conservative party 
in Alberta stand for the provincial 
ownership and operation oi railways, 
the character lie should adopt is no: 
the gory habit of the warrior but the 
peaceful mien and methods of the 
missionary. To put it plainly, the 
people do not believe anything of the 
kind and it will take a considerable 
amount of persuading to convince

itfor coal miners and more business for ( them there is anything more in 
the communities interested in this.than a display of heroics for the sake 
industry.

THE ALBERTA GOVERNMENT.
Calgary Daily News:—In a number of 

the other provinces 'there appear from 
time to time articles dilating upon the 
progressive legislation that has been 
made by the local government, tip to the 
present very little lias been said cf the 
goed legislation that lias been placed 
upon the statute book by the govern
ment of Alberta, and yet there is no 
legislation of a more advanced nature 
or .more in the interests of the people 
that has been adopted in any of the sis
ter provinces.

Later on The Daily News will deal 
with the principal legislative features of 
tile past three years, but at present this 
journal will content itself with merely 
raining the acts which have become the 
law of the province and which put AI 
lierta iii the front rank in the matter of 
beneficial legislation :

Workmen’s Compensation Act.
Eight hours law in coal mines. 
Mechanics’ Lien Act.
District Court Act.
Amendments to Legislation Act, 

cheapening legislation and registering 
agreements of sale.

Temperance-
No saloons in hotels outside organized 

villages, towns or cities.
No restaurant licenses.
No retail grocery business.
No workmen's cheques cashed in 

hotels.
Age limit ‘ for purchase of liquors, 

twenty-one.
Lord’s Day Act—Administration effec

tive. Province takes up burden of pro
secuting infractions of the law.

Railway taxation—Sixty thousand dol
lars collected from C.P.R, last year. 

Railways exempt for seven years. 
Provincial telephone service.
Granaries.
Seeds Fairs.
Beef Commission.
Pork Commission.
Hail Insurance.
Prosecution of lumber combine. 
Establishment cf university.
Thus it will be seen that good work 

has been done during the three sessions 
that have been held, and the province 
has more than kept, step with the older 
portions of the Dominion in legal enact
ments that have been for the betterment 
of the condition of the people in ever» 
district.

During the coming session it is out- 
limed by the premier that a progressive 
railway policy will be presented that will 
conduce to the opening up of large and

AN UNCALLED-FOR SQUEAL.
Calgary Daily News:—The agitation 

of the coal operators and others 
against the Alberta Compensation fer 
Workmen Act it but another proof of 
the inevitable kick made when in
vested capital is disturbed even to the 
slightest degree. The commonest of 
humanitarian feeling should win sup
port for an act designed to protect 
those who undertake the hazardous 
work for the sake of benefitting soci
ety, and incidentally enriching the 
man who invests ; and it comes with 
ill grace from men who enjoy tne 
right to develop large slices of the 
public domain for a mighty inade
quate return, that they should equeal.

The coal operators get their conces
sions from the government for a song, 
on the principle that the natural re
sources should be developed. All the 
capital they invest is the amount nec
essary to carry on operations until 
the work yields a profitable return, 
and the gratitude of a generous public 
takes the form of a howl against en
lightened legislation. The coal ope
rators should be ashamed of them
selves. There is siich a thing as car
rying greed so ,far that the public will 
revolt and make a healthy demand or 
government operation of the mines. 
Supposing that the public should de
mand that the operators pay the coun
try something like an adequate re
turn for the concessions obtained. 
Then there would be squealing.

The Rutherford government was 
actuated by the highest , motives in 
giving the workmen this measure of 
protection. Now that the government 
has antagonized capital by doing so, 
will they get the votes of the laboring 

' men, or will there be a repetition n't 
the ingratitude which the laboring 
vote has too frequently been guilty 
of? Already there is talk of labor can
didates. Will the candidate line up 
against the legislation passed in his 
interests' by the provincial govern
ment? Time will tell.

j of catching' vo'tes. That the traditional ' m distJict8 at P'^ent not open
J to agriculture because of the difficulty of

INVADING THE NORTH.
Vermilion Signal :—Five years ago com

paratively few people, even in Canada, 
had ever heard cf Athabasca Landing. 
Those who had heard of it knew of it 
only as a mile post on the road to civil
ization at Edmonton from the great fur 
territories of Mackenzie, Peace River and 
Athabasca. Today the Landing has a 
newspaper and board of trade.

Time was, not long ago since, when 
Edmonton was an outpost of civilization, 
with a population of a few.hundred. It is 
yet, for that matter, although it is now 
a city with a population" of twentvvthou- 
and at least. But the frontier is gradu
ally pushing northward, and soon Atha
basca Landing will occupy Edmon.on's 
old place on the fringe of the wilder
ness. That will be when the railroad 
reaches the Landing. And a little later 
civilization will flow on and engulf the 
Landing, and Lesser Slave Lake. Fort 
Vermilion or Chipeweyan will be the 
umping-off place.

The significant point at present, how
ever, is that the Landing lias a newspa
per. Next year probably, or the year 
after, it will have a railway, and with 
the government pledged to an energetic 
policy of railway extension and an im
mense country stretching to the Arctic, 
the resources of which are little more 
than guessed at, the future of-the North 
is replete with interest and expectancy.

Is 109 Years Old To-day.
Quincy, Ill., January 20.—Tomorrow 

Leonard Roodev, former shoemaker of 
t'his city, will reach his 109th birth
day. He was born in Germany. 
When 90 he lost his eyesight cutting 
brush but he still gets about the 
house without aid.

BRILLIANT SCENES 
PARLIAMENT OPf
(Continued from Pag»; Uni

Many New Faces.
Many of the men who liol|J 

guide Canada along the right \ 
years past in her national afth 
again in their seats today prep] 
continue the good work. (1
other hand, there i.- a good dl 
new blood in the composition] 
House, a circmTistancv that is 
expected following a general 
■A great many of the old .facel 
Quebec and Ontario are Vo bif 
but in comparison with the n| 
cal representation by provint1: 
probable that tin three pr(j
constituting the Maritime Pnf 
afford the most numerous chad 
the personnel of tile new parti] 
There are also some new n 
tlie Pacific coast and from Ma j 
but the new provinces of-> I be 
Saskatchewan sent a lot of in 

: representing new eon.-titumci 
recently carved out of the gre 
tern country, which i- so 
promise. It will be rem» 
these seats were created durilf 
last parliament, but were not I 
filled until tin' elections for tl| 
ceeding parliament were held.

Earl Grey, who read the spe.ee 
the Throne tin- afternoon, lia» 
an enviable place for himself 
affections of the Canadian 1 
tin the ordinary course of eve 
will onlv preside at one more 
-tion of the kind, providing Ins : 
sor is appointed, upon the exp 
his term of office. His Ex»1» 
was appointed bv His Maiestv 
high office on September 26thj 
and he took office oil Decembs 
of the same year. The t erin 
five years, and it will he up c 
comber 10th, 1009. Unies
second session of the eleventh 
ment is called earlier than the ]i 
session this mav be the last ocl 
on which he will appear in his pi 
capacity, but it may be states 
the opening is Unusually- late.

The Governor General.
Earl Grey is the son of tluj 

General Hon. Charles Grey, 111 
ther being a daughter of the lal 
Thomas Henry Farquhar, Bait, 
birthday comes on November k 
He was /born in the year 1351 a I 
has in consequent entered oil 

- fifty-eighth year. H" was cdi| 
at Harrow and Trinity College, 
bridge. He was in the British ] 
from 1880 to 1885 as représentât il 
South Northumberland and till 
lowing year for Tyneside. Norf 
berland. He was administrât»! 
Rhodesia in 1866 and 1897 and| 
been a director of the British 
Africa Company since 1898 and 
tinned in that office until he wiL 
pointed Governor General ot Cal 
in 1904. Earl Grey comes of 
tinguished family, which lias 
prominent in the history cf Norlj 
berland for several centuries 
first Earl was a- General in the 
can revolutionary war, and the 
was the celebrated Charles, Earl l 
one of the distinguished -stetesnl 
the early part of the last eej 
His Excellency succeeded his 
the third Earl, on October 9th,

On June 15th, 1905, letters i| 
Were passed revoking existing 
patent constituting the . offi 
"Governor General and Ccmmij 
in-Chief of the Dominion."

Past -Governors General.
Earl Grey is the ninth C»o\l 

General since the Confederation! 
some men who have since be 
famous in the political annals » 
empire have preceded him. 
are as f ollows : j

Viscount Monk, assumed officii 
1st, 1867.

Lord Lisgar,- .assumed office] 
rtiarv 2nd, 1869.

Earl of Dufferin, assumed | 
June 25th. 1872.

•Marquis of'Lome, assumed 
November 25th, 1878.

Marquis of Lansdon ue, ass| 
office October 23rd. 1833.

Lord Stanley oi Preston, ass| 
office June U, "1888.

■Earl of Aberdeen, assum d

Bimed offici

HI

thl

September 18, 1893. t 
Earl of Minto, as<un 

ember 12, 1898.
Earl Grey, assumed onic 

her 10th, 1964.
The Official Opening.

' The people of Canada hav< 
utation of being mostly <i» a 
cratic turn of mind, and when 
of state demand display to add 
d gnity of some event to raise it | 
the commonplace, it is of a n 
and unassuming character, w lie 
Excellency, the Governor Gcm-rl 
tends in state at Parliament H >1 
officially open the proceedings,j 
is a picture of court proceedings! 
limited scale. More brilliant t< 
gree are the “drawing rooms 
are -held from time to time m till 
aie chamber or at Government tj 
as are the state dinners when oi 
ticm is present in court or m| 
uniforms. , > .»

This afternoon Hti KxcvUéiieyl 
up from Government House 
Parliament buildings. :itt»*nd<'<i I 
mounted escort, where a mi.nail 
discoursed - the appropriate j 
and from the distance on N 
Point, came the boom of canna 
luting, in honor of the event.

A prod ssion "t ufiu'i-.u .. ». :ie 
formed and the representative ' 
alty was escorted to tin- tn 
members of the Senate being 'ri 
places the members of V: Houh 
in, having been sunmuuivt- 
dignitv and solemnity by the M 

of the Black Reel, 
restored. His Exr 
end his spe. cli fr

men Usher 
ness being 
proceeds tc 
throne.

Socech.
____ modest ceremi»n\

completed. His Majesty 
tive returns the way he :

- business ot the country 
in short order.

Election of Speaker, 
of the first things unite 
Commons is the electi»n

________ and there seems no
that thé mantle this session \\. 

the broad, manlv s.iouM 
Marcil. who will then 

the prefix “Hon-

This

One 
by the 
speaker

upon
Charle
titled to
numerous friends wi 
address him ami ref'

delighi
him

m..

«


