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THE ASTOB FORTUNE TRACES 
TO THE SEA.
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Early Struggles of Great Grand* 0 
^Father of Late Col. John 

Jacob Astor.
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1 It is recalled- that John Jacob 
Astor, the great grandfather of Col. 
John Jacob Astor, who went down 

( with the Titanic, twice escaped 
içu&ipwreck, and that the fortunes
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! |g 3gS| PPI of the great bouse were real 
[ on board the vessel in whi 1

destined to become the richest man 
| ia tiie New World, was working m 
London for his brother George, the 

[proprietor of a- flute factory. He 
had toiled in the factory for two 

1 years, and at the end erf that time 
, was.the possessor of fifteen guineas 
and two suits of clothes. When the 
news came that Benjamin Franklin 
and his associâtes in Paris had at 

[last signed the treaty which com
pleted the independence of' the 

[United States, young Astor deter
mined to seek bis fortunes in the 

He took a steerage pass
age for Baltimore and paid five 
of his guineas for the accommoda
tion, which entitled him to sailor’s

«6 window-ledge i«»t . Stgl «trd

^.‘IhTitTÆTtî 'hr*. rd *5 of “*ital remai°in«-

in the narrow window of the pilot-1 fcOtJKED IN THE ICE. 
house, which began to fill. I was 
submerged nearly to the chin.

The water had hardly closed over
b^an^tohroTOizeheFirst she tamed | encountered very rough winds, so 
£r„n bTt* ridt Sttq tb.t it « the middle, of J.mu»y

pletely upside down, and finally I------------------ ;-------------------- --------------
righted herself. My sensation as Ij

I...-, '

down with the rolling craft, and for 
an instant stood on my head with 
my legs straight up toward the 
overturned floor. A moment later 

of the I was thrown back on my feet.

s-îssa
Prince had rolled right under the I 
large steamer, and was grinding ! 

st its bottom. Over and over 
rolled. One moment I was] 
ing Secf in tim water/fiUed"jHEîfll
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1*. Will not rub off or soil the 
daintiest garment. Isquick, 
brilliant and lasting.
No other even half as good, 

ï roc. at all Dealers.
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tely free from Add, Tur- 
/ pentine or other injurious 

ingredients. It’s good for 
your shoes.
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That early sailing took two 

months in fair weather, and the ves
sel in which Astor was a passenger

Partly to his on 
presence of mind, ; 
good luck, Captain
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steamer Graystbke Ca 
San Francisco Bay, a" 
off the tow-line, was 
pilot.for;the I
collision

**—- ___________________
eon’s attack upon the Bank of the 
United States. M this time Astor 
was worth $40,000,000 and was the 
richest man in the fBBbed States.
’ reached the bçat shortly before 

_ left Havre, and mdwd 
captain to give Ip his stateroom 
for his use. No sooner had thé v«*

embark, wasted |o be set ashore. 
Head winds kept tbe^vwael in the 
channel for several days, and the 
millionaire became convinced that 
he would die on shipboard. So he 
asked the captain to put him ashore 
on the English coast. At first, fru
gal soul that he was, he did not 
offer any inducement except the 
very obvious one that the captain 

- would be rid of a passenger who 
was becoming a nuisance, finally 
he said he would give $1,000 if the ; 
^fcpSadri would send him asho^Hgig |

A ^1 MISS AGNES DEASS CAMEB0S THE ILLEGIBLE DRAFT.

Lid not swim ifJ Well-known OmriU. «ft.;® d«^
drawn under the lecturer, and explorer, who died sent back fhe n ZLi HOt out

ction of the sink- suddenly in Victoria recently. , ^ %***$££ fnT^upte of
Bnttlimr Awmemtelv T . into the Atlantic, in a coupie ui: B —------------------ -------------------------- days she was driven back near the

°<mom«ntDlatéral before she reached Chesapeake co^t 0f Ireland, and the ternf vd 
taken aboard the I Bay. There, as far as the eye could maiionaire offered $10,000 if the 

see, was nothing but ice. The ship ^ptain would put back with him.
I was buffeted about, and was foqjpd ^be captain refused, b^ÿuse'of the 
against some of the bergs with such j dangers of the Irish coast. Finally 

I force that shè threatened to sink. I ^ agreed to turn back if Astor 
Astor, in alarm, changed his every- wt>uld insure the ship against loss,
day suit for his Sunday clothes, eo an<j would write a draft for $10,-

_______________- ,. , „. that if he had to swim for it and besides securing the consent of
Mr. Harry Whitney, who adopted wag ^ed, be would have his best the other passengers All these 

=od6 of life ami shared ^thes with him. It is also record- conditions were complied with, ex- 
with the natives their daily priva- ^ that he ventured on the quarter cept that the draft was illegible, 
tions and their dangers, tells in his deck only to be roughly ordered And the captain refused to accept it. 
book, “Hunting with the Eskimos, forward by the captain, and that m J The seasick millionaire went below 
this story of an adventure in an I leas than twenty years be owned at to write another draft, but was so 
open whale-boat on arctic seas, and ve8Sei manned by the same officer, 
of the unhappy night which followed Within a day’s sail of Baltimore-fhe 
on land. vessel became, loçked in the ice.

A stiff breeze was blowing, and gome 0f the passengers were able 
when we passed the point above to w<dk out on tiie ice and reach

___ Etah, perceptibly increased. Sails the shore, but young Astor declar-
were set and we were making good | ^ that as the owner of the ship had 
progress when, without warning, » [contracted to land himin Baltimore 

j puff broke the step which held tiie and lodge him in the interval, he 
! mast in place, and befcBe the sail wouid remain- on board. :

K TOLD OF THE FUR. BUSINESS.

boat began to leak so badly that I One of his companions was an 
feared it would fill with water and 1 elderly German who was returning 
sink, for it was heavily loaded, be-1 to America after a visit to his na- 
fore we could make the nearest tive land. He and his young coun
land, which We headed for at once, tryman became quite friendly, and 
Fortune favored us, however, and [ it was from this chance acquain- 
although crew and outfit got a thor-1 tance that Astor learned about the I 
ough soaking, we reached shore money to be made in the fur busi- 
safely. ness. The elder man had been a

* Although the temperature was penniless immigrant himself, butj 
but thirty-one degrees, the air was had made a fortune out of furs, and I 
cutting cold, and I was chilled did not hesitate to give young As- j 
through with tiie wetting. In view tor many pointers that later on 
of this, the steadily increasing gale were invaluable to liim. They re- 
and the fact that we had no facili- mained on the ship until the ice 
ties for making repairs, it was de- broke up in March, and it is to be 
tided to walk back to Etah, and re- assumed that the owners of the ves- 

* turn in the morning, if weather fav- sel lost money on the contract of 
steel Cotter Xtliw cet dee» ored, to mend the boat and resume lodging Astor On hia arrival on 
RdhoJathefredir^^coVi roUed our journey. Six miles it was over shore he went to New York, and

tiie hills, and a hard six miles, too, took employment with a furrier at 
tîttioiSeuâtc«itiact§&rou*wm although the exercise was needed $2 per week, and the practical 
Te^5T\t q.i and wholesome. knowledge he acquired there, coup- j
vm8*toz?in That night I will long remember, led with the information about the

With every minute the wind in- buying and selling of ùrs which he 
ta««ttoe&ne»tT ^ creased in velocity until it attained had picked up from his fellow-pas-j

Y<pro&Myh««eti wï<* il 'the proportions of a terrific gale, senger aa they whiled away the long
■lees to Msxwen’s ¥/Z'A\ and at the same time the tempera- winter nights on the icebound boatt |
wStYe\ tere fell rapidly. The roof got were the foundation of the great
it for you. \ loose, and we endeavored to fix it. fortune that he built up in ttia
Max well Î* ‘ \ Th$n the stovepipe blew off, apd course of the next forty years. |
Write ni jr-\ ^ 3 J in the gale it was found impossible j 

ff NmHb I to get it in place again. At. length,
only partially clothed, I had to 
Climb out on the roof, to hold that 
in place Until it could be secured, 
and In the process was half-frozen.
Then, as a last straw, the fire went 
out. The only way then to ge.t 
warm was by retreat to my sleep
ing-bag, and so the night passed.

long about it that by the time he 
reappeared on deck the vessel was 
many miles on her way, and the 
deal was declared off. This was the 
last time John Jacob Astor went to 
sea, though be lived for 14 years 
after. =l- > • __ .

TO BE PRECISE.
New Cook—When I serve dinner 

should I say “Dinner is ready” or 
“Dinner is served !”

Mistress—If it is as bad as last 
night, just say “Dinner is spoiled.”
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Extra Granulated Sugar
in this new 5-Pound Package is the cleanset, 
purest sugar you can buy. Each Package 
contains 5 full pounds of sugar.
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HERE’S no mistaking the expression of a man whose farm is well “improved.”
He looks as prosperous as bt feels.

It isn’t the size of a place that counts most, nor its actual dollars-and-cents 1 
value. It’s rather that “well-kept,” thrifty appearance; the appearance that makes 
you think of fat stock, and well-filled barns, and comfortable, contented living.

Neat, permanent improvements go further in giving a farm this appearance than 
any other feature.
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i Concrete Is The Ideal Materialf
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for each Improvement*. It to neat, harmonising with it* surroundings In the country. 
Everlasting, it cannot be injured by fire, frost, wind or lightning. Age—instead of 
causing it to decay—actually makes it stronger.

Concrete never needs repair—first cost to last cost. New Improvements can be added 
year after year with less expense than would be required to keep wooden structures
111 Concrete walks, feeding floors, dairy-barns, ice-houses, root-cellars, well-curbing, 
fence posts, silos—which of these does your farm need most? Whatever you want to 
build. It's best to build It of concrete.

Do you want to know more about this subject of permanent farm improvements? 
Then write for your copy of

’ “What The Farmer Can Do With Concrete.’’ ^
it's a book of 160 pages, tetUng how other 

farmers have used the “handy material" to 
good advantage. Published to soil at 60c. a 
copy, it Is now being offered free to all farmers
who write for It. Address _____

Co. LuL, 30-35 National Bank Building, Montreal l
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À ÔEÀ8ICK MILLIONAIRE. |
H is second notable adventure 

with the sea was half a century 
later. He had been to Austria and 
had spent three years with his 
daughter, who had married Count 
Rumpf, and was on his way home 
in consequence of the panic that 
had been caused by President Jack-

SEND ME 
YOUR BOOK.X
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