Early St;iggles !;f Great Grand-|

Father of Late €ol: John
“ - Jacoh &stor.
It is -recalled a-that John Jacob

Aator the great grandfather of Col.}
John Jacob Astor; who went downl

“+with the Titanic, twice escaped|
‘shipwreck; -and- that the fortunes|

of the great house were really laid
©on- board the -vessel in which- the

German lad sailed o America. In}

Septemher, 1783, r, who Was

: dastmed to become the richest man :

i the New ‘World, was working m}
London for his brother George, thel
proprietor .of & flute factory. H
hgd toiled in the factory
s, and-af the end of | ;
s the possessor of fifteen gumeas :
uits of clothes. When the

last signed the treaty which eom-|
ed the independence of” the}
“States, young Astor deter-
‘to week his fortunes in the}

his puineas for the acco

: txon, which entxtled_ him {0 sailor’

He took

_£.ﬁ ot capltal remmmng
LOCKED IN THE ICE.

That early sailing took two
months in imr weather, and the ves-|

| sel in which Astor was a passenger
ed | encountered very rough winds; - 8o

tha-t xt was the mldd}e of Jan

nly to be roughTy'

forward by the captain, and

ss than twenty years he a wm
vessel manned by the same officer.
Within aday’s sail of B&ltlmo!e-ﬁh;e '
vessel fbecame- locked in , ;
Some of the passengers :
to walk out on the ice and ,reaqh

{ the shore, but young Asto:

declar:
‘ed that as the owner of the ship had
contracted to land him'in Baltimore

‘and lodge him in theinﬁervtl he
-would: remain on bos

~boat
n to leak so badly that 1
ould fill with water and
heavﬂy joadéd, be-

we. headod for 'at once.

{ Fortune favored us, however, and

although crew and outfit got a thor-

tough soakmg, we reached shore

tbmpemture was
bu thlrtyeon degrees, the air was
~cold,  snd I was chilled

{ cutting
1 through with ‘the welting. In view

of this, the steadily increasing gale |
and the faet that we had no facili-

1 #ies for making repairs, it was de-

: -walk'back to Etah, and re-
4urn in the morning, if weather fav-

tored, to mend the boat and Tesumé

our journey. Bix miles it was over

4 the hills, and a hard six miles, too,

although the exercise was needed
and wholesome.

That night I will long remember.
With every minute the wind in-{
~creased in velocity until it attained

| thé proportions of & terrific gale,

and at the same time the tempera-
ture fell rapidly. The roof got
loose, and we endeavored to fix it.
Theﬁ the stovapxpe blew off, F‘pd
In the gale it was found 1mpoas1blel
to get it in place again, Ai length,
only partially clotbeﬁ 1 had to
¢Hmb out on the roof, £6 hold that
in mfﬂm until it could be secured,
in the process was half_frozen.
hen, as a last straw, the fire went
out. The only way then to get
warm was by retreat to my sleep-
ing-bag, and so the night passed.

| TOLD OF THE FUR BﬂSINESS

One of his companions was an
elderly German who was retérning
to America after a visit to his na-
‘tive land. He and his young coun-
tryman became quite friendly, and
it was - from this chance acquain-

tance that Astor learned about the
money to be made in the fur busi-
ness. ' The elder man had been a
gennl}zss immigrant himself, but
ad made a fortune out of furs, and
did not hesitate to give young As-
tor many pointers that later on
were invaluable to him. They re-
‘mained on. the ship until the ice
broke up in March, and it is to be
assumed that the owners of the ves-
sel lost money on the contract of |
lodging ‘Astor On his arrival on
shore he went to New York, and
took employment with a furrier at
$2 per week, and the practical
knowledge he acquired there, coup-
led with the information about the
‘buying and selling of urs which he
bhad picked up from his fellow-pas-
senger as they whiled away the long
winter nights on the icebound boat,
were the foundation of the grea.t
fortune that he built up in the
course of the next forty years.

A SFEASICK MILLIONAIRE.

His =econd notable adventure
with the sea was Half a century
later. He had been to Austria and
had spent three years with his
daughter, who had married Count
Rumpf, and was on his way home
in consequence of the panic  that
had been caused by President Jack-

bnlliant' and ;

: 10C. a_t all ers.

rlons abm it t}éatkbgh the esf:?iawhe s TO ‘BE PRECISE. >
+ | reappeared on deck the v as|
| many miles on her way, and the New Cook——‘?Vhen I serve dxgner
"I deal was declared off. This was the should 1 say Dmn,?r 5wty .ot
last time Ighn JM:&Afﬁtor woul ms:—al?rﬁ: as bad as last
-‘:su, though he 1 or: 14 ’m hﬁ; Jusf, say ‘‘Dinner is spoxled "
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He looks as prosperous as he. feels.
It isn’t the size of a‘place that counts most, nor its actual dollars-and-cents. .
value. It's rathér that “well-kept,” thrifty appearance; the appearance that makes
you think of fat stock, and well-filled barns, and comfortable, contented Tiving.

Neat, permanent improvements go further in giving a farm this appearance than
any other feature.

Concrete Is The Ideal Material

THERE’S no mistaking the expression of a man whose farm is well "improved.” -

for such Improvements. It is neat, harmonizing with its surroundings in the country.

Everlasting, it cannot be injured by fire, frost, wind or lightning. Age—instead of
causing it to decay—actually makes it stronger.

Concrete never needs repair—first cost is last cost. New improvements can be added
year after year with less ‘expense than would be required to keep wooden structures
in repair.

Concrete walks, feeding floors, dairy-barns, ice-houses, root-cellars, well-curbing,
fence posts, silos—which of these does your farm need most? Whatever you want to
build, it's Dest to build it of concrete.

Do you want to know more about this subject of permanent farm improvements?

Then write for your copy of

“What The Farmer Can Do With Concrete.”

It's a book of 160 pages, teiling how other
farmers have used the ‘“handy material” to
good advantage. Published to sell at 50c. a QENG v
copy, It is now being offered free to all farmers YOUR BOOK.
who write for it. Address

Canada Ceinent Co., Ltd., 30-35 National Bank Building, Montreal. | 3
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