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THE TRUAL OF

—.

POLAR BEARSKIN:

A Rare Contribution to the Unique
in° Yukon Literature.

Graphic Description of the Etforts Made to Prove
the Ownership of ‘a. Robe—The Jury Un-
able te Reach a Determination.

The following deseription of a court scene
occurring recently at Circle City was handed
in this week for publication by & recenitarrival
from that place. The truth of its statements is
not vouched for by the Nuearr, though it is by
the eontributor, and it is published only as a
contribution to the unigue in Yukon litera-
ture:

Scenec. —Court-room; present; about fifty resi-
dents of Circle. Euter U. 8. Deputy Marshal;
walks up to desk and tukes off his hat, and
everybody else does The same.— The marshal
has tears in his eyes, ind presents the appear-
ance of a maw who-has just logt his rich grand-

Mar.—“There's the robe, N
That*s the question.”

Voice from the audience— Open
Frank, and let’s have atook at it.”

Note.—The marshal at this moment took a
notion to inform the Jury as to the reason they
were i court, so he explained it as follows:
‘" This case, or suit, is brought to prove that
that man French owns this robe. You see, he
owes the N. A:T. & T. Co. $40 or $50 for rent or
something, and they have a ¢laim against him
or ihat amount. I seized the robe for that
claim, and French now c¢laime that it isnot

his. “Judge Crane wants to act fair in the mat-
ter, 80 he is letting e decide this thing, as he
isan interested party.”

“Mr. Montifield, what do you know mnbout
this robe?”

Montifield—+1'm sure
be the robe.”

Mur,—“Didn't you ever see it before?’

Montifield—*1 “can’t suy for sure. I'm sup-
poséd to be under oath, ain't 12"

Mur.—+Well, 'er; yes, you're supposed to be,
but, then, it ain't necessary to swear yo1 in a
case like ihis. 11l be over in A minute.”

Monu field—*I can’i-swearto that one; I can’t
say that I have ever'seen 1t before *

Mar.—French tried to sell You a robe,didn’t
he? Tell us all about it.”

Montifield— I went to his cabin and Saw a

I can’t recognize it.to

mother,

Mar. [in a ecracked voice]—* Well, I gness
we'll go on with this thing now

And thus was the now famous Polar Bedar-
skin trial opened.

Mar —“ MT. Montifield, call the jary*

Mr. Montifield reads.—* Messrs. Wadleigh,
Levante, Hook, Durand, Morencey and Shrop-
shere.”

The first five answer to their names, and take

about this robe "

robe there, and he asked me if I wanted Lo buy
it, but I ean’t say that that is the Tobe ”

Storey—-That robe Lélongs to Seates, and
when he went to Dawson he gave it to Captlain
Se:guss, who entered it as freight in transit to
Dawson for the Col. Nav Co.”

Mar.—“Never mind ull that;
receipt from Scates?”

Storey—*No, [ don’t need one till I land the
bearskin in Dawson

have-you got a

DAWSON, v. T, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1899

‘er up,

ow who owns it? |ering When it was half off the jailor opened

the door, and:the voice of
was-heard asking the same
“How’s things in there, Jake?” To reassure
himself he'went to look for

himself, and while
he wasin there the jury came in with their
their verdict. G

Wadleigh (with a sheet of - rin his
hands)-“Whar's the judge!” 2 25

Just then the judge retiirns.

“What’s your verdiet, gentiemen?"”

4 Wka(’i,leigh—-“’l‘ehre it is on that paper on the
erk.

Marshal (examining paper on both sides)—
“Where is it?"’

Wadleigh—*Here; 1'll read it.”

Wadleigh, as foreinan of the jury, then reads:
+Circle, May 4th, '99.—We, the undersigned
Jurorsin the trial of a polar beas slein, fin
that it belongs to nobody in particular; so
we’ll keep it for ten days and give the owner a
chanece to prove his property. Ifitisstill un-
settled at the end of that time we wiil Ia
sluff and see who gets it for keeps. Slgneg, 1'y
H. Wadleigh, Charles Levante,
Teddy Hook, Joe Durand.”

the marshal
old question,

Al Murencey,

POLICE COURT NOTES.

The cases against Robertson & Wade were
settled out of eourt and the actions dismissed.
William Beunett, charged witls murder, was
again before the court on Monday and the
hearing a third time adjourned.

Henry Paullmuan; who assaulted Geor F.
Meyers, was impressed with the truth of the
old saw that the duneer must pay the flddler
by being fined $50 and costs.

The eambling
Captain Harper’
enjoyment end
walk
bene

fraternity enjoyed a walk to
s court on Tuesday, but the
ed at the conclusion-eof the
It was n gortof periodieal levy for the
fit of the governmental exechequer.

Mar.—'Here, French, wliat do you know

French walks out from - -the audience and

and

David Ripstein, J.B Dawson, A. K, Morrow
A. Martell evidenced a earelessness in

the seats of

judge. k
Mar.— Where’s Shropshere?”

: Mont.—¢ He'll be here in a minnte.”

7 Mar —“ Never mind hiwm,

i out him.”

£ only five jurors.”

Mar.—** Never you ming, five's just as good as ’ l‘lr':rn(ih-“osl: ):;t‘ ,(,’w“ iz
si [t’s none of your business, anyhow,” J (Mar,—s1 H.nn'k. it's yours anyhow.”
Mar.— Now; Capin, how about that bear- | //French —That's youfr grivilege, sir.”
kin??* : .\hu‘ st \\'hgtt do ynyyk ;yw ab({‘ult ;hja rohti'i’”
Slorey.— What bear-skin? " i[)l;'gxlr-,h (with_a long face)— now noth-
Mar.—* The one I took from your cabin.” Mar —"“Well, gentlemen of the jury, you have

| 3 Storey.—“1 don't know anvihing about it;
¥ you took it from the Columbia Navigation Co.;
i 1t was freight in. transit to Da wson.”

Mar.—“Never mind all that, what I want to
know is, who owns i1?2”

Storey—* Look here, Marshal, what am Tin
this case anyhow; am [ the plaintiff, the
defendant, or & witness; and I'd like to know
by what right you, as a Deputy U, ., Marshal,
. Oranyone else has to go to my cabin and take
i 80ything out without any legal measures being
taken,”

Mur.—1 knew you would kiek, you’'realways

¢ kicking ; you're a regular enlamity howler any-
& way.”

Storey—+That’s just what 1'm here for: T get
Paid for that,”

Mar,—“When we take anything we take it,
#nd that’s all there is to it.” :
Storey—*‘I know you do; that's just where
Wy kick comes in.”

Mar.—«<Well, shut up now, and tell us who
this robe belongs to.”

Blorey.—I don’t know what robe you're talk-
g about.”

FMar. (getting hot)—“I'll damn_ soon show
you.”

Marshal goes into his office and comes back
With & Polar bearskin, rolled and tied with a
ipe.
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we'll goabhead with-

Capt. Storey.—*1f it pleases 1he court, thet’s

. The general committee having !g_, charge the
Arrangements for the: 's birghday met at

day might, Captain Bur-
*all presiding and A: W. Tayler acting as

of “,475

-and ex-
It was

e

eyes the robe eritically,
French—"{ don't know anything about it.”
Mar.—*Didn’'t you ever see it before?”
Freneh—"I don’t know "

to them with the query of:

turning to French:
“What do you know?”
French —“Nothing.”

all the evidence; now we await your decision,
Who owns this bearskin?”

Wadleigh {a juror)—‘Nobody seems to own
it. It doa’t belong to Scates, or Storey, or
Freneh, or you. I’ll take it. @ive it to me,”

l Levante (another juror)—** Hold on there;
| we've ull gota finger in this skin., Let's play
sluff for it.”

Just about this time the whole court—spee
tators, acting judge and all—were in danger. of
gojing into convulsions from continued Iaugh-
ter.

Mar.—*Well, yon must decide.
into my oftice and deliberate.” ]

Storey—*“ { suppose you ure through with me,
and I've got work to do, so I ask to be exeused.”

Mar.—*You can just stay where you are for a
few minutes.”

Storey (hot)—~"“Whatam I in this case, any-
how "

You can go

Mar.—*“Yeou're the defendant.”

Storey —*Then, asthe defendant, I move-that
the case be dismissed and the .bearskin be re-
tarned to wkere it was taken from."”

Mar —“We return nothing.” |

Storey—*‘You're right; I never knew you .L'g
return anything you once laid your hands on.

Theé jury files out.

During the time the jury is out everybody,
marshal and all, indulges in & smoke. Big
Theodere Whollerstries to impose on the mar-
shal's good nature by putting on his hat, but
the marshal cuts him short with the order to
“*Take off your hat.. Take off that hat, or give
me a cigar.”

The hat came off.””

At this time the marshal must see his pris-
omners in the cooler, so he tries to open the
door, but, finding it.locked, he pushed in yain.
Then he tried to tear off the cheesecloth cov-

e'Ioffered for next teéu dAYE, $5000, hall down.

bargain. Inquire, ' PIERCE & Co., Second St.
The Flyer is the line of the people,
Far Sale. :

Steameér “ Rideont.” £
powerful Bsteamer on the Yukon.

el:!fl. Kingore, Yukon Ho

first-class passen
at Fish's store or

- The Flyers run day and night.

t- by
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Here the jailer and his prisoners poke their
heads out of the cooler, and the marshal turns

“How's everythiug in there, Jake?” Then

The swiftest.and most
and fi I;

for two hundred 2
accommodations r Du re Junel. AP{“{

s

" Come and see us, it-will myou. TheB&

their habits that had long sinee been tabooed,
and each was muloted in the sum of §11, except
the last named, who was les off with u caution,

Represemtation having been made that one
P. Haussler, charged wth fraud,. and whose
trial was set in the territorial coart on June 10,
was not to be found and was suspected of havy-
ing “jumped his bail,” n warrant for his arrest
was made out, and efforts to locate him are
being made.

“Count’ Carboneau was called to answer to.a
charge of assault, preferred by Alex. Milne,
oneof his Eldorado .employes, but the “as.
sault’’ conststed in the act of the eount taking
Milue by the shotnlders and ejeoting him from
aroom At the Fairview. The case wgs dis-
missed : !

Sany
one,
street
with
he g
| muel
; peile

miguchi’s-offense was not a /serious
merely the obstrucdting of one/ of the
, ind the conrt was inelined to b¢ lenient
vim; but to garry such & name ag the one
e concealed about his person [was too
to. be overlooked, hence he
Lo pay the costs of the action.

William Good has but recently arrived from
the qutside, and is already up to hi )
While on Marsh lake he hadl occasion
t some goods from a cache against the ex-
pressed wishes of some fellow travelers, and he
jenforecd his claims at the point of & revolver.
He was held to answer in the territorial court
for his temerity.

Mrs. Nellie Wulker complained of her liege
lord; Dexter Walker, that he was abusive to
her and that she was fearful of great violenoe
at his hands. On one oceasion, she testified,
shesprang from bed and ran for the neighbors,
but he caught her and carried her lorclblﬂ
back to the house. After the evidence was a
in his worship defined the duH of man'towsrd
the weaker sex, and then put Mr, Walker under
bonds to keep the peace for the term of six
months. - The pair have their domicile at
Klondike City.

British and Chinamen,
HoNGKONG, April 2L.—The British extension
in Kiou Ion district, opposite Hongkong, has
been cleared of rebels;. The Chinese, followed

by British troops, moved from village to yil.
lage, at each of which the rebels attempted to
make a stand, but the Britiéh ro ~them
from place to place, The native casualties
were numerous, 5 v

Gold Hill Hotel Restaurant, Forks, open day

and night.
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