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They also. deemed it their daty, while examining the
Bill, to eall for the instructions given the different Agents
or distributors of those Licenses in the country parts of
the Provinee, with respect to the fee they are to take for
each License, hut have not thought it necessary to extend
their inguiry into the origin of the fee in question, nor as
to the anthority by which it was originally introduced
into Canada, nor the precise time or circumstances of its
introductiun,

The fee of rwenty shillings 1o the Governor, on each
Marriage License, was anthorised in 1780, by a temporary
Ordinance of the Legislative Council of the Province of
Qucber. . The Ordivance was limited to two years, and
was not rencived ; the fee, however, was not only con-
tinted, but inerensed, and withont, in so far as your Com-
mittee can see, any legal authority for the increase.

‘The fee on Murringe Licenses, your Committee have
to observe, is not uniform throughout the Provinee ; nor

are they informed why it s not so, nor of the causes for |

the variance.  Iu Upper Cunada, it varies from 30 10
L5 —and even this, according, to one of the witnesses
alled. before vour Committee, may be inerensed at the
pleasure of the Agent, it he shall think proper to do so,

provided he do but transmit to the Secretary 20s. for each

License disposed, of. In Lower Cunadla, the Agents have
boen instructed to take 405, five shillings whereof the
Agent keeps as his compensation, remitting the 1emaining
33s to the Secretary’s Office, whence, after nndergoing
a deduction for ageney, pimstage, and other charges, the
balanee tinds its way into the Treasury,  The moere recent
instrietions to - the Agents i Upper Canada, authivize
hut 30s. for the fee on those Licenses, of which 10s. go to
the Agent, and the remaining 20s. 1w the Secretiny’s
Offices but these instructions have not, it secems, heen
forwarded to all the agents in that quarter, as your Com-
nmittee colleet from the evidence they have taken on the
subject, and which they hereunto append for the infornia-
tion of your Lonourable Houose, innsmuch as the Agents
are not wll guided by these instruetions. ‘

A perusu of the evidence appended to this Report, will

ander him,

The fees formerly allowed the Secretaries in, Upper
tand Lower Canade, and to other principal officers of the
» Government, Lave, since the Union, been funded, and
fixed salaries granted in lien of them to the incombents.
{ This course appears to your Committee to have been a
L proper one, and they sce no reason why this fund in par-
ticalar should have been reserved three years beyond the
period’ when properly it becume public property, and as
such ought to have been paid over to the Treasury.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

WEDNESDAY, 20tk January, 1845.

James Sampson, Esquive, called in and examined :—

1. Do you r“csidu at Ningston 2—J do.

2, Have 'you the distribution of Marvinge Licenses

fwhat instructions 3 and for what district in particular do
“yvou distribute Licenses 2= have the distribution of Mar-
crige Licenses av A7ngston ; they are sent to me from the
PPecyinetn] Secretary’s Ofice. . 1 have had no instractions
§; since the year 1829, when [ was fiest appointed ; the in-
L stractions 1 then received were to veturn for each License
(L1, and also to return every exeeuted boud at the eud of
every six months; these instructions were conveyed to
f'me in a private note. I distribute Licenses principally in
' Kingston and the neighbourhood. ‘

i
|
f |
1 3. You say you were directed to retuyn 204, for each
i License 5 have you charged more than that, and if so hy

I§whztt anthority 2 [ never bad any justructions as to

1

A. 1845,

“there, and from what office are they sent to you, and with

ieharge, but I charged £2 in geneval, £1 of which I re-.

~suffice to shew to your Honourable House the prevailing  mitted to the Secretary. I charged soldiers but £1 10s.

abuses on shis subjeet, aml the necessity of ]f"'r?i“l“‘i\"" £ T haud no authority but my ewn, and baving found it to be
ensctments to put an end to them, The Orderin Comneil 1 the custom of my predecesser when 1 first tovk the dis-
of the 4th October, 1843, by His Excelleney, the Govt pibution in hand, T thought myself justitied in following

ernor Generad, with respeet to the Marriage License Feed, e,
Fund, stands already recorded on the Journals of your | ‘ o ‘ ‘ ‘

Honourable House: His Excelleney having given itas hisy 4 At what gonqd do you nsually account for the re-
decided opition, that there is no reason for regarding thaty ceipts on Marriage Licenses 2——At preseat, when Mr.
fund atherwise than as public revenne, to be appropriated | flarrington sends me 20 Licenses I return him £20 to

only by Paclinment 3 it consequently vemains but with the
Legidature to give effect to the liberal and just views of
the Governor General, and, by enactments, making the

“fee uniform thronghout the  Proviuee, and fixing the |

periods of seconnting for the veeeipts, and for veidressing
the abuses so Tong and justly complained of on this subjeet.

The fund constitated of thuse fees, though not previonsdy
treated as public revenue, has) sinee the Order above al-
lnded o of His Excelleney, the Governor General, heen
placed vuder the head of « Casual Revenue” on the Pub.
lic Accounts, as it long ago ought to have beens The

finaucinl difficnlties which preceded the Union, and the

comprehensive terms of the S4th Section of the Union
Act, giving up every braneh of revenne in the Provinee

at the disposal of the Crown, leave 1o room to donbt that !

tiie intention of the Tmperial Legislature, in appropristing
L75,000 annually, of the moneys lievied upon the subject

in this Province, and enacting *that the same shall be ac. |

cepted and taken by Her Majesty by way of Civil List,
instead of all Tervitorial and other revenues now at the
disposal of the Crown, urising in either of the said Pro-
vinees of Upper Canada or Lower Cunada, orin the
Provinee of Cunade,” must have been to reserve none
aver which the Crown, or the authority representing it in
the Colony, had any contronl. It is scaveely probuble

that while the Tmperial Parliament increased the Gov-}:

ernot’s salary from £4,500, at which it previonsiy stood,
tu the more than ample allowance of £7,000 sterling a
year, it also contemplated his retention of a fuud drawing

feom the pockets of the suhject upwards of £3,000 addi-

tionad, by mieans. of the sale of Marringe Licenses, cither

eover the sume number that have been sold,

1' ‘5.‘\ Do you receive any other compensation for this ser-
' vice 2= do not. ‘ ‘ g

EE 6. ow much do you on an average remit anvually to
Cthe Secretary’s Office ?-=Last year | remitted - £120 to
l‘; the Seeretary, which is prohubly less than the average for
i the Just three years.

' 7. Dl you consider yourself free to demand morve
i than the £2 on Licenses 7—Yus, I did.

it
!

|
i
[
‘

&, Hfave yun in fuct ever demanded or received more ?
—I'never demanded more; but,on two oceasions, L received
five guineus each, ‘ ‘

o

1
L
(
|

1 by applicants for Marriage Licenses 7—No, | do not.

"10. Ts the charge on Marriage - Licenses  uniforin
[ throughout Upper Canada —1 think not; those who
Crected not to charge more than L1 105, £1 of which they
fare to remit to the Secretary. [ believe there is a com-
"petition nmong the distributors, and in some instances they
ilmvc been given fur Jess than £1 104

|

‘11, Have yon any thing to snggest to the Committee,
as to the best mode of providing Murriage Licenses to
thdse having oteasion fur them, or with respect to the ac-
Counting fur, and paying over the proceeds upon the sales
Hhereof?—1 believe the mode under the present system is'

|

fnvery good one, as far as the punctaality of retnen is con-
ieerned, and I cannot, while the present system exists,

i
[suggest any l)cttgr. ‘

i have been appointed Jately as distributors, have heen di-

for, his own emolument, independently of Parlinment, or Marringe
fr the benefit of others employed in the Public Service }‘ h
, ' . ' ) und,

Jicense Fee

9. Do you make any charge for the Bonds entered into



