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we may add, the consistent walk and life of the as-
sistant supported by this Society, who is well known
by the people, (having been a government officer in
times past under the Burmese government, before the
conquest of the place by the English in 1826,) have
an influence on many of the people, who acknowledge
the superiority of the gospel, as exhibited in his life,
over their own superstitions,
Tavoy Karen Theological S8chool.

The nimber of pupils the present term in this
school is nineteen. One has been dismissed, leaving
eighteen who are pursuing their studies.

Much interruption was experienced the latter part
of the last term, by the prevalence of small pox in
the school, and we sre sorry to edd that one of the
most promising of the students became a victim.—
We are alro obliged to record the sudden death of
another connected with the school during the present
term, the wife of one of the most advanced of the
students. She was naturally a sprightly woman and
seemed to enjoyed much of life, yet she had no fear
of death, and never expressed the least dread of its
approach; on the contrary ehe seemed to welcome the
message which called her so soon from the opening
prospects of an early life to try the realities of ano-
ther world. She had often exhorted her husband to
perseverance in his studies; and had even proposed to
bim the idea of becoming a missionary to distant
places, if it should be required.

The course of study pursued is pretty much the
same as heretofore; and we feel increasingly encour-
aged with the progress made.

The first exercise commences before six in the
morning, and continues about two hours, The class
took up the book of Matthew at the beginning of the
term, and went thoroughly through, with such por-
tions at & time as conlJ be passed over each morning
as above stated. T'wo mornings and often more were
spent on a chapter. In the review a different method
has been followed, and we are happy to say with suc-
cess. The class is required to repeat from memory
the chapter to be expiained. This is done by one in-
dividual after another repeating the whole, till it has
been gone over with three or four times: when one
taken promiscuously in the class, takes up the chap-
ter, still without looking at the book, and repeats it
passage by passage and gives the meaning. In this
way it is seen that the class have pretty well re-

tained what they learned in firsc passing over the |
book. A similar method was pursued the last term, |

with the books of Acts and Revelation, The pupil
is not required to repeat verbatim; but first to obtain
in his mind the different subjects treated in the chap-
ter and their connection with one another, and then
to be able to present them in order. There are many
who never fail, when called upon, to present the
whole chapter, and nearly verbatim.

About two hours each week are spent in an exer-
cise on subjects of natural theology. One member
of the oldest class is appointed with a subject the pre-
vious week to prepare an essay, at the reading of
which all are present, and take part in the discussion
if they please. At the close of this exercise the
whole subject under consideration, is tuken up, both
in reference to what has been written and said in the
class, and independently by the teacher, and presented
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in a8 clear a manner as possible to the comprehension |

of the pupils. These exercises have been extreme-
ly interesting,

There is also a weekly exercise in reading original
comyositions and in recitations in arithmetic. The
pupils are required to give forms of rules, in their
own language, and as they wouid give them provided
they were to teach them to others,

By continued repetitions of this kind, in which no
book i= aliowed to be used, the principles of aiithme

tic, which at first seemed incomprehensible to the

pupils, becpme quite familiar. These rules are ex-
pected to be formed not so much to facilitate imme-
diate practice, as to be fair and distinct statements of
the principles embraced in the operation; and to be-
come an exercise which will enable the mind to de-
vise means for itself, even when particular facts may
be fnrgnl((’lh

The school has also had an exercise two evenings
in a week in the elements of music, tanght by Mr.
Benjamin, in which they have given good promise of
success,

Provisions has been made for the instruction of the
females, wives of the young men in study, without
apy additional expense for tuition.

Earen girls School

For several years past, in consequence of illnessin
the mission families, and urgeut duties of other kinds
there has been no Karen girls school in town, as had
been the case in former years. Dut the total neglect
of the girls, while the young men were receiving an
education, would be seriously felt when they became
wives and mothere, and would lead to serious evils;
therefore, although no aid was available, imperious
duty seemed to require that at least an effort should
be made this season, and a school be attempted.

Consequently notice was given to the people, and
twenty-two pupils have come together for school the
present rains., As it was not practicable to have a
boys school aside from the theological school, no one
being at leisure to attend to its duties, the boys were
not invited to come to town. There were several, how-
ever, who would not be satisfied with this arrngement

~ and ten boys, of ages from five to fifteen, so much

deesired to be instructed, that it was not in our hearts
to refuse them, and they were permitted to attend.—
Some of these are very promising lads, and may yet,
perhaps, be gathered into a normal school in Tavey.

The girls are wholly under the omre of Mrs. Ben-
rett, and the boys spend the first half of . the day with
her, in Karen lessons, and the afternoons in English
and Burmese school.

They are all making respectable progress in the
studies pursued.

Sunday Schools.

One of theee is held at 8, A. M., when the Bur-
mese, English and Karen languages are employed,
and the other at middsy, when the Karen girls are
teught. They are both under the superiutendeuce of
Mrs. Bennett.

English and Burmese schocl.

This school has been prospered the past year; and
though at one time it dwindled down to some eighteen
or twenty pupils, when a change of teachers was
made, it now has enrolled near fifty pupils, with an
average attendance of about forty. The pupils are
Burmese, Chinese and a few Eurasians. They are
meking commendable progress in their studies.

Karen Missicn Press.

This branch of the Tavoy mission has been in ac-
tive operation the past year, and 2,096,960 pages
were printed, and 849,676 pages issued from the de-
pository. Among the books printed, were an edition
of 1000 copies of Genesis, a new edition of the late
Mrs. Mason's geography, and a work on the elements
of astronomy. The Karen and Englich vocabulary,
commenced some years since by Mr. Wade, for the
printing of which this society has in former years
contributed, has been completed, and left the book-
binder's hands. The Morning Ster, a monthly peri-
odical, has been continned, and is now in its eighth
year of publication. This affords a means of im-
parting much information to the people that they
would never obtain from books, and is fully believed
to be sn avxiliary in the mission work of far more
value than its cost.

A Drceasep Wire's Sister.—We observe that on
Thureday a bill was introduced to legalize marriage
with a deceased wife's sister. From the debate it is
evident that the bill will be passed by a great majority,
shough rejected last session.—Brilish paper.

Leearn Arrornrmests 18 Scorranp,.—Mr. Mait-
land, of Dundrennan, M.P., her Majesty’s Solicitor
General for Scotland, has been appointed to the va-
cant place on the bench of the Court of Session, under
the title of Lord Dundrennan. The vacant office of
Solicitor General, has been conferred upon Mr. James
Mencrieff, second son of Lord Moncrieff. A vacancy
in the representation of the Stewartry of Kirkcud-
bright will thus bo caused. Mr. Maitland's succes-
sor in'the ntation of the couwuty, will, it is
understood, be Mr. Mackie, of Bargally,—Courant.

1t is proposed to increase the pay of every Officer
and ug over 18 years of agy, in IL Royal Nuvy 3s.
per month, and that only haif the present allowance
of spirits shall be issued to them. All persons under
18 years of age not to be allowed any spirits or ad-

ditional pay.
AccoMmopaTion.—* Mister M nimity, father
:‘w lml"d' your newspaper for a few minutes,

“Ro y and tell
a f&b&’-nhphnx::
with my pwper yot."
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| to the credit of the Regular Baptist Union of Canada.

Cammr v Loxpox.—In London there are 12,000
children rggularly under training to crime, 30,000
thieves, 6000 receivers of stolen goods, 23,000 per-
sons picked up in a state of drunkenness, 50,000 ha-
bitual gin drinkers, and 150,000 of both sexes leading
an abandoned life.

A Crry or mary Caurcaes,—The Cincinnati Chris-
tian IHerald states that Indianapolis, the capital of
Indiana, has a population of 6750, with 17 churches,
1800 church members, and 1500 of the Sabbath sehools
all voluntary.

Escare rroM BurNing.—~Mr. Georer Trompson,
M.P.—On Tuesday morning, about six o'clock, the
inmates of the Craven Arms Hotel, Coventry, were
alarmed by the cry of “fire,” which upon inqv;iry was
found to proceed from the room occupied by Mr. Geo.
Thompson, M. P., for the Tower Hamlets, who had
been lecturing the previous evening upon financial
reform at St. Mary’s Hall. It appears that the hon.
gentleman. on retiring to his apartment for the night,
had probably put the candle by his bedside for the pur-
pose of reading, when he unintentionally fell asleep,
and did not awake until he found himself enveloped in
flames. Bir Joshua Walmsley, M. P. for Bolton,
who slept in an adjoining room, hearing a disturbance,
hastily rushed out on the landing, and, to his horror,
discovered flames issuing from the room occupied by
Mr. Thompson. We are happy to state, however,
that the hon. gentleman escaped withont injury, and
also that the house and furniture are fully insured in
the West of England Insurance (.‘um;mn_\:. The loss
is estimated at £100,

Evnvcatiex ¥ Enarawp.—There are now in Eng-
land alone 260 mechanics’ institutions in active opera-
tion, besides about 400 which were in abeyance on
account of the state of trade in some districts, In
these 260 institutions, the average number of members
is 222§—the total number of persons receiving educa-
tion from them being 58,106. There are also about
fifty smaller institutions, furnishing some lectures and
libraries, averaging about 150 members eaeh, the total
number altogether being 65,609.— Liverpool Albion.

Goangelical Pionecr.
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NOTICE
To Subscribers at Torouto, and to the North and
East of Toronto, who are in arrears for the Evange-
lical Pioneer, both for Subscriptions to, and for Ad
vertizements therein, for the years 1848 and 1849, or
for any part of these said years,

All persons interested in this caption, are requested
to take notice, it all arrearages owing by them,

must be remitted to David Buch Esq., Toronto,

who is authorized to receive them, and to place them

f 1

J. 8. CrELLIN,
General Agent, R. B. U. C.
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AYLMER, . . . P. Clayt
BEACHVILLE. . Abraham Carroll.
BEAMESVILLE, ., 5 J. 8, Hill, :
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CLARENCE : : Rev. John Edwards,
DruMMONDYILLE, . . § alcont
GUELPH, . . .
Hamivrox, : » . g it
MARKHAM, L. Davidson.
MoONTREAL, ’ Rollo Campbell.
Panus - A George MeAlpine,
PorT Sanxia Peter McAlpine.
Port DaLsousie ‘ - . Carter
SMITHVILLE Solomon Brown.
St. THOoMaS . 3 ‘ . ck.
Sypexuay, Owens Sound,
STOUFFVILLE . .
St. CATHERINES, as agent for
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VITTORIA ‘ 5 . David Shearer.
Waterrorp & Towxssesp Rev. J. Van Loon, Jun,
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Acknowledgments.

The following sums have been received at this
office, for the Regular Baptist Union of Canada, and
placed to their credit:—

Mr. Anthony Scott, Toronto,- -

E. F. Whittemore, Esq., ¢ - -

C. W. Walker, “ . - 15

Isaac Turner, Brougham, - - - 0 1
———

To Oorrespondents.

W., Oxford—Will be attended to.

: A
J. A. Peer, Dunnville—~Received and attended to.
i X

8. C., London—The party referred to in his communi-
cation is too well and teo fully employed at present to
lase it up.

J. C., West Flamboro’—Attended to.
—

Dr. Wessrer’'s trial has been brought to a

close, and the result has been a verdict of Guilty
A considerable portion of our space is this day
occupied” with a summary of the trial, which we
have taken from some of our New York exchanges. |
The Telegraphic despatch published in Toronto on |
Tuesday morning, giving the account of its termi-
nation, will be found subjoined to the summary,
together also with some further disclosures pub-
lished yesterday.
S ety s
Tae lately appointed Chief Commissioner of the
Board of Works, Mr. Chabot, has found it neces-
sary to resign that office and his place as one of|
- . . . et |
the Executive Council. He has left the City and
g me h‘)ﬂl('.
e ——————
Tue Hon. J. C. Calhoun, United States Senator,
died at Washington on the 81st ult., at 7 A. m.
e ————
The @lobe has stated upon authority, that Par-
liament will meet on the 14th of May.

Opening of the Navigation.

The JMagnet is advertised to leave Toronto for
Kingston to-day. We observe from Friday’s Jour-
nal and Ezpress that although several passages
have been made through the ice in Burlington Bay
the easterly winds have closed them. A few days
of such weather as we have had this week will re-
move all obstruction.

The “Church” on Immersion and the
Voluntary Principle.

There are so few points of resemblance between the
practice of the Church of . England and that of the
Baptists, and it is so seldom that we are in a positivn
to be able to coincide with the sentiments advanced
by our contemporary the Church, that it affords the
greater pleasure to discover in his columns that with
which we can agree. In looking over his last week's
rumber, in an article on Easter Sunday, as observed in
the Greek, Roman and Anglican Churches, we find
the following passage:—

“The Anglican Church, with the hol
and with !hne‘ doctors and v’iriten of the e{rlt'g:tt‘::
Yic Church, always connects the holy sacrament of
baptism with the resurrection of Christ from the

dead. Holy baptism, the ing or immersion un-
der water (a prastice ‘and allowed, but

not exclusively enjoined by the Church), represents,
as in a figure, the death, barial, and resamection of
Christ, and foreshadows the death of the eonvert usto
sin, the destruction of its power, and his resurrection
toa new life. The putting under the water typifies
that the font of baptism ehould be as the grave to the
baptized person, from which he should rise to a new
life, new service, new Master.”

It will be observed that there is here a full recogni-
tion of the emblematical representation which baptism
presents of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ,
of the participation which the belicver enjoys in its
benefits, and of his own death to sin and resurrection
to newness of life. 1Iow beautifully appropriate the
ceremony in the case of believers’ baptism, how un-
meaning when administered to an infant, and how
utterly lost sight of when sprinkling is substituted for
immersion,

But how is ity that although, as our contemporary
says, immersion is recommended and allowed by the
Episcopal Church, she has so wofully departed from
her standards, that notwiihstanding of all her vaunted
nnmbers, we ecarcely ever hear of any of her priests
administering the ordinance by immersion, and her
people in general are so unaccustomed to the sight
that when they hear of a believer being baptized they
pretend to be quite shocked, at what they call the in-
delicacy of the practice, a practice * recommended
and allowed” by the Prayer Book, not only in the case
of infants but in the baptism of those of maturer
years?

We are glad to perceive that amid the tendencies
which are now exhibiting themselves in the Anglican
Church to return to the antiquated dogmas and obso-
lete ceremonies of the Prayer Book, there is also a
more prominent attention given to the proper adminis-
tration of the baptismal rite. In the same number of
the Church to which reference has been already made,
a description is given of a new and beautiful Baptis-
mal Font which has been erected in St. George's
Church in this city. There is also an account of the
manner in which the funds were obtained for its erec-
tion, and of the ceremony which took place when it
was first used; on which occasion a sermon was
preached by the incumbent of the Church, Dr. Lett,

In describing the Font—which is of white marble,
having an octangular base and a cluster of eight
columns surmounted by the bow! resting upon foliage

) Wriler says i—

‘This foliage is very rich, and, gracefully furning
over, gives the idea of being pressed down by the
superincumbent weight of the bowl, which is suffi-
ciently capacious to enable the officiating Minister to
comply with the Rubric, and administer Baptism by
tmmersion.

A good deal of excitement has been lately felt in
Toronto on the subject of baptism, (i. e. immersion,
for nothing else is baptismn,) and a great many hard
things have been said and written about Baptiet prac-
tice in this respect. Here is evidence that the
Church of England not only holds, by her standards
the practice to be right, but, at least, silently recom-
mends compliance with the requirements of these
standards by furnishing the means of do

The closing paragraph of this article is as follows:

“It pleased us much to see that the Font has been
erected, according to Canon, ¢in the ancient usual
place’—at the principul entrance—where it stands,
teaching the pecple more forcibly than the most elo-
quent sermon what Baptism is: admission into the
visible Church of Christ, whereby we become parta-

great privileges and responsible for grave du-
we say how beautifully appropriate this
1ld be in the case of believers’ baptism, but how
unmeaning when spoken in reference to an uncon-
gcious babe. How can an infant either feel that it is
a partaker of great privileges, or become responsible
for grave duties? We know the ready answer. It
doesso by its Godfathers aud Godmothers. The prac-
tice is in all instances a mere fiction—in an immense
majority an absolute and a fearful mockery— for asno
man “can by any means redeéem his brother or give
to God a ransom for him,” &0 no man can undertake
for another the fulfilment ef duties which lie between
him and his Maker.

But there is still another principle enunciated by the
Clurch last week, which we ecarcely expected to find
proceeding from such a quarter. Having stated that
to provide the Font extraordinary funds had to be
raised by thank offerings on various occasions, he
continuese—

#¢And thus,” said Dr. Lett in Lis sermon on the
occasion, which he has kindly placed in our hands, ¢ a
sum nearly sufficient for the purpose was contributed
in the way in which all contributions for cbjects
connected with religion and the service of God should
be collected, namely—by the unsolicited and unasked
offerings of hearts overflowing with gratitude to the
Almighty for His many and undeserved mercies. 1
refer,’ continued Dr. Lett, ¢ to this fact with the more
pleasure, as affording a gratifying contrast to the mode
often, alas! nn"m.‘.nri]_\: mln;\!r\r‘ on gimilar nooacions,
when that which should be freely and cheerfully given

is almost forced by importunity, and grudgingly eked
& 1 o
out.

What an amount of bloodshed and suffering and |
grief would have been saved if the Chinrch of England
had made this discovery sooner, and how much it
would tend to the happiness of the community could |
it even now be carried into practice. If such is the
way in which all contributions for religious objects
should be given—if the service of God should be sup-
ported by the unsolicited and uuasked offerings of
hearts overflowing with gratitude to Him, wherefore |
the howl of indignation which, ever and anon, is heard
rolling over the mighty Atlantic from the blood-
stained soil of Ireland, where, at the point of the
bayonet, tithes and church rates are wrung from a
poverty stricken and famishing peasantry, for the sup-
port of an alien and detested priesthood. W herefore
the intelligence we so frequently receive from Britain
of the sale of the poor dissenter's furniture for the
support of the rich churchman’s church, and to supply
him with the very elements wherewith to commemo-
rate the death of that Lord to whom, by his * unso-
licited and unasked” thank offerings, he ought thus
to manifest his gratitude and love; and wherefore in
Canada, the perpetual demands for legislative grants,
and the clinging to that abomination of abominations
the Rectory Endowment scheme. Itis high time the
Church of England should return to the more excel-
lent way, and we hope the sentiments late!y advanced
by some of her writers and speakers as to the excel-
lence of Voluntaryism may be the commencement of
a more Scriptural method of advancing the interests
of religion within her pale than she has hitherto been
in the habit of using. Every day's experience gives
proof that truth is on the advance in the world. May

the time soon arrive when its trinmph shall be univer-
sal.

Clergy Reserves, &c.

The Reformers at Guelph have had a meeting
for the purpose of organizing a Reform Association-
Among other resolutions the following were adop-
ted on the occasion. It would be well if other
constituencies spoke out as plainly, for if current
reports are to be credited, the Ministry intend to
make the Ciergy Reserves an open question next
Session of Parliament.

€. That this meeting, while expressing every con- j

fidence in the integrity and determination of Mr, Fer-
guson, our Coanty Member, to support and carry out,
as far as he is able, those views and principles on
which he was retarned to Parliament, cannot pass by
the present opportunity without reminding him,—and
also informing the Administration,—that they fully
expect such measures to be passed during the coming
session of Parliament as wiil at once secure the ap-
propriation of the Clergy Reserve and Rectory Lands

"to the promotion of Common School Education.

7. That the thanks of the Reform party are due to
the presentadministration for many (but not all) of
the measures of the last Session; and earnestly hope
that the University Act may be put in operation in the
same spirit with which it was passed by the Legis-
lature.

Passed unacimously,
R —

To the Editor of the Evangelical Pioneer.

Dorchester, March 20th, 1850,

Dear BroTHER 1~

It may be interesting to you to know something
how the cause of truth is progiessing in this region.

The first church in Lobo has been enjoying a re-
freshing season of late, There have been 17 added
to that church by baptism within a few wecks past,
and prospects are quite pleasing etill. The brethren
tell me that the Church was never in a more prosper-
ous and healthy state. Brother Wilkinson lately
made us a visit, and his coming was like the coming
of Titus—refreshing to us all.

"he second church in Lobo have cheering prospects
before them. ,They have succeeded in erecting a
neat and (‘\-:m‘niumn place of worship—and have of
If they had an effi-
cient minister it would be a great blessing to that

late received two by baptism.

place, but they are a small band and are somewhat
in debt for the chapel, and hardly feel able to sustain
a minister ‘this year, or until this debt is wiped
off.

The first church in Dorchester are making a strong
effort to build a chapel the coming season. They
think of building a brick house 36 by 40 the walls of
sufficient heizhit to admit of gullerics if found ne-
cessary at a future day.

Although this church possesses but little pecuniary
strength, they are willing to lift hard that they qu'\'
have a more comfortable place of worship, and I am

confident that a benevolent ;,u/'h}w will feel it a plea-

sure to assist them in so laudable an undertakivg,— |

This church is much indebted to William Niles, }

03q.
for his liberality in the enterprise,

Niles is not a member of the church, vet Le gives

Although Mr, |

them one acre and half of ground for the site of a |

chapel and buryiug ground. It
some a site as could be found in the District:—on
the Plank Road and within a few rods of the beauti-
Mr. Niles
is willing also to contribute liberslly towards the
erection of the building. May the Lord reward him

ful river Thames—a fine dry sandy soil.

richly for such generosity,

is perhaps as hand- |

We want more laborers in this part of the vine- |

yard. My heart hasoften been decply affected while

looking over the wide spread moral destitution of this

western region—and still I have been more grieved |

\\hl‘n l }lﬂ\\‘ \"”I.(‘i!(‘il [h(‘ ”]'H!’\' (f.\l‘l'\]l‘ ﬂ”lll”g
professed Christians, and those divisions I fear aris-
ing from our own imprudence and mis-steps as min-
istere. I have thouzht sometimes we acted like a
team | once saw. The tenmster had a heavy load, and
four horses which were abundantly able to draw the
load provided they would draw together—but unfor-
tunately they all wanted to be leaders. Either of
them would pull first rate only give them them the
lead, but as all could not be leaders it so happened that
none but the Ie;m!m;:a would pull :~the rest would kick
and fly back. O, said I, if these hLorses only knew
what was for their own good, how kindly would they
all draw together, then how easy would they pull
the load. And my firmx belief is, if the Baptists in
Canada West would pull togather and put selfishness
aside we could soon go up and possess the land: but
so long as none of us are willing to be wheel horses
we must stand still, if not go backwards. Qur bene-
volent institutions might all be well sustained if it
was not for the hateful selfish disposition which
creates divisions and starts up oppesing interests
among us. Dear Brethren, let us lay aside selfishness,
and act for the glory of God and the good of the
cause in general.

Yours in love,

IsraEL Marsu.

Review of Baptist Noel’s last work.

[From the Primitive Church Magazine for March,]
Essay on the external act of Baptism enjoined by our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, By Baptist Wri-

oTHESLEY Noen, M. A. London: James Nisbet

& Co., 31, Berners-street. 1850

In our October and November numbers, last year,
we had the pleasure of reviewing at some lungtlf Mr.
Noel’s first volume on Christian Baptism,

In the preface to that volume Mr. Noel remarked:
“I assume in the following Essay that the word bap-
tism means immersion, and that to baptize means to
immerse; the evidence of which fact I hope to adduce
ina separate volume.” Notwithstanding the plain
notification of his intention, the reviewer of this work
in the Evangelical Magazine having observed that
the whole volume was pervaded by a “petitio prin-
cipii,” and “a spirit of dogmatism and peremptory
conclusion,” and by ¢ gratuitous assumptions” which
only “a special pleader,” or % the most reckless cham-
pion” of a losing cause would have employed, makes
the following strange misrepresentation. As if to

| throw' dust in the eyes of the reader, and lessen the

apprehended effect of Mr. Noel's volume, he speaks
of him, as having assumed “the very point in ques-
tion and which the volume proposes to discuss in order
to prove.” We will not attempt to characterize the
general tenor and spirit of this review, or the palpable
mis-statement and suppression of the truth to which
the reviewer, in thie instance, has had recourse. Our
object is simply to advertize our readers, that the
separate volame on the mode of baptism which Mr.
Noel promised , and which his reviewer in the Evan-
gelical Magazine, for purposes best known to him-
self, ignored, is now before the public: and that it is
one of the clearest, most complete, and admirable
treatises on that branch of the question, which we
have been privileged to read.

The volume which is now before us consists of 133
pages, and is preportionately less in price as it is in
bulk than the former. We shall best consult the
wishes of our readers by giving them a synopsis of
the contents, and laying before them such extracts as
will shew the meaning which Mr, Noel attaches to
the term baptism, the arguments by which he sustains
it, and the manner in which he combats the false in-
terpretations of this term, and the objections which
have been brought against the truc.

The following 18 the table of contents:—

IsTrODUCTION.—Section I.  Meaning of the word
baptise in the New Testament.—Sec. II. We may
learn from the baptism of the Jewish proselytes that
baptism is immersion.—Sec. II1. © We may learn that
Christian baptism is immersion from the baptism of
John.—Sec. IV. First baptisms by the disciples of
Christ.—Sec. V. Baptisms by the apostleg.—Sec,
VL. Allusion to baptism in the epistles,.—Sec. VII.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit.—Sec. VIII. Practice of
the early churehes. Conclusion. 3

In the introduction Mr. Noel thus expresses him-
self on the meaning of the word baptizo. “When
our Lord said, ‘Go ye and disciple (or convert) all
nations baptizing them,’ he used the word baptizo
which generally signifies ¢ to immerse.! By the word
immerse is meant to plunge or overwhelm, it is ex-
sctly synonymous ¢ with submerge.’ A thing is im-
mersed, or submerged, whether it is plunged into wa-

ter which is at rest, or whether being itself at rest it
is overflowed by water, Immersing is overwhelming
with a fluid; immersion is the state of being over-
whelmed by it. Now the word baptize meane, thus
to overwhelm with water, and the word baptism means
the state of being overwhelmed.” He quotes Ste-
phen’s Thesaurus, and Doanegan's lexicon in support
of the view. Ile shows that Mr. Wilson, whose
work we recently reviewed, and Dr. Halley substan-
tially agree in giving the same definition of the term.
According to the former, the baptizing element must
“ encompass its object;'’ according to the latter “every
thing is baptized which is covered with the liguid.”

Under the first section, Mr. Noel shows that the
word baptize means to immerse,—1. From the places
where itoccurs alone ; 2. From those in which it is
used with the preposition en in; 3. From those in
which it is connected with eis into; 4. From those in
which it is connected with a dative without a preposi-
tion. As none of the places in which baptizo occurs
alone, explain the word, Mr. Noel has recourse to the
Greek writers, as quoted by Godwin, Halley, and Wil-
son, from which it appears that immersion is the pro-
per meaning of the word. “ When Alexander march-
ed his army along a narrow passage at the foot of
mount Climax in Lycia, the sea having covered the
p ath, we are informed by Strabo, (Lib. xiv. p. 982,)
that the troops were in the waters a whole day, being
baptized, (or immersed) up tothe middle.” Josephus,
in relating the death of Aristobulus, who was mur-
dered in a bath by Herod’s servants, says, “ Continu-
ally pressing him down, and baptizing him, (immers-
ing or covering him all over,) as in sport, while he
was swimming; they ceased not until they had com-
pletely sutfocated him.” On the use of the word bap-
tizo with the particle en, Mr. Noel observes, the latter
ought to be invariably translated i not with, that be-
ing the proper rendering of the term, which ought not
to be departed from without an obvious reason. Lid-
del observes, “ When verba denoting to dip are con-
structed with en instead of eis, the sense, according to
a well-known Greek idiom, is to put into, and leave
in.” To this Mr. Noel replies, * either the rule does
not apply to such words as bapto and baptizo, or else
the continuance of the position is not denoted, as may
be easily seen from Deut. xxxiii. 24, ¢ Let him dip his
foot in oil;’ Ruth ii. 14, ¢Dip thy morsel in the vine-
gar;’ and other places where precisely the same con-
struction occurs.” In the cases in which the word
baptize is used simply with the dative, without any
preposition, Mr Noel shows it ought tobe rendered in,
not with. There are only three places in which this
construction occurs, Luke iii. 16; Acts i. 5: xi, 16;
in all of which it ought to be so rendered; baptize
you, or baptized in water, in fire, in the Holy Ghost—
notwith, How much more should this be the case in
those paseages where the cn {in) is expressed, as in
Matt. iii. 11,

Mr. Noel admits that, “as the word baptize meane
generelly to immerse by dipping, to plunge into wa-
ter, so it sometimes means to immerse by flogding, to
overwhelm with water. But, since this.gecondary
sense is rare, it seems to me that we haveno-right te
expound by it Christ's commission to hid disciples.—
But even if this secondary sense of cevering with wa-
ter be admissable, it would not jn the ordinary
custom of sprinkling, instead of immersing, the can
didatcs for baptism..~In all cases, as we have seen,
Iuljr!l:u means to nhmerse h",‘ uipping, or by Wwer-
whelming.  Dr. Halley, Mr. Godwin, and Mr. Wil
son, ull acknowledge this meaning, and the citations
from Greck authors suggest no other, The baptized
shore, the Laptized cattle, the buptized soldiers were
completely submerged. Although they were not
plunge d into water, the water complete ly buried
them; and no instance is adducedin which any bap-
tized person or thing was not submerg 0 that a
person washed all over h}‘ the application of water to
different parts of the body successively, wounld be no
more baptized ‘in this secondury se overwhelm-
ing, than in the primary sense of dipping.” On the
other haud, “ since we never find the expressions to
sprinkle to pour in, but often to sprinkle or peur on;
and since we never fird the expression to baptize on,
but often to baptize in, it is apparent, that to baptize i
not thie same thing asto sprinkle, or to pour. fwe
understand baplism to be sprinkling, this diversity of
construction is unaccountable; but if baptism be im-
mersion the reason 1s plamn.

Some

writers, unable to cope with this evidence,
have carried the thing to the opposite extreme, and to
make their opponents look ridienlous, or to bring in

some new rendering of the word, have maintained that

baptize ans to dip—to s
drown.

ink irrecoveirab

Mr. Noel meets this objection by showing
that the term baptize signifies to put a thing in the
position of being covered with water, without any re-
ference to its continuance in that position. He also
combats the theory of Dr. Beecher, of America, who
maintains that lll'l['!l:lh &s a religious term, means
neither to dip nor to sprinkle, nor any other external
action, in applying fluid to the body; but that, as a
religious term, it mesns at all times to purify or
cleanse.  “1 am unable,” he says, “ to assent to the
conclusion, for the Inlf«)“ing reasons, among others.
1. Ttis unnecessary, because the classical sense of
baptizo much more completely meets all the facts of
the case. 2. There is no positive evidence for this
divided sense, and the alleged probebilities seem to
me improbabilities. 3. Had our Lord meant to com-
mand his disciples to purify men, he would have used
the word katharizo (which is declared to be a perfect
synonyme, and which is uneqnivocal) rather than
have selected a term, which he kinew the vast majority
of men must understand in another sense, 4. A com-
mand to purify men must refer either to ritual defile-
ment, or to moral defilement. There is no ritual de-
filement recognized in Christianity, and therefore the
command must refer to moral defilement. But men

| are purified from moral defilement by faith: Acts xv.

9; and faith comes by hearing: Rom. x. 17. So that
the command to purify, is the same as the command
to make disciples, and if the word to baptize meant to
purify, the two clauses in the commission, discipleand
baptize, would be tautological. 5. There are no other
places in Scripture where men are said to purify other
men: this is the work of God: Acts xv. 8; Eph. v.
26; Tit. ii. 14, &c. 6. The legitimate inference
from this interpretation would be that there is no ex-

ternal baptism appointed. For, if to baptize, means

| to purify, the command to purify, must necessarily

mean to purify the heart, there being no ritual purifi-
cation in Christianity, and therefore neither the com-
mission given to the apostles, nor any other precept,
enjoins any initiatory right whatever, and external
baptism vanishes from the list of Christian duties.”

“This interpretation of buptizo, therefore,” adds
Mr. Noel, “seems to me as untenable as the rest.
And here let me notice the evidence that baptism
means immersion, arising from the varions and op-
posite interpretations put upon it by the advocates of
sprinkling.  All the best scholars agree that it often
has the meaning of immersion: this sense unites all
suffrages; but when P@dobaptist authors, with the
task before them of defending the prevailing custom,
set themselves to establish some other meaning, we
find the widest discrepancy in men equally learned
and excellent. Some say the word means less than
immersion, and some more; some that it means to
wash, and that immersion is more than is required;
some that it means to keep under water for a consider-
able time, and that immersion is less than is required.
One contends that it ineans the application of water
inany way; another that it means to purify or cleanse,
without any application of water. Do not these vast
discrepances in the judgments of learned men, when
they attempt to attach any other meaning to the word
then immersion, combined with their general acknow-
ledgment that it has the sense of immersion, prove
that this is the true meaning? When the disciples
heard our Lord eay, Go ye, and disciple all nations,
baptizing them, could they attach to theterm baptism
any other meaning than immersion, and are we at
liberty to introduce any other?’

On the whole, there is an abundant evidence that
the words baptizo, baptisma, and baptismos mean, in
their ordinary signification, “immersion by dipping~"
and although they sometimes mean immersion b'y
overwhelming, there is no evidence whatever—not
one solitary passage adduced from & Greek author
sacred, Hebraistic, or classical,—not one sentence ir;
the whole compass of the Greek language to show
that they ever mean any washing which is less than
complete immersion. The most prodigal and devoted
efforts of the ablest and best Pedobaptist scholars, to
prove thatthe words megn something else than ;m-
mersion, bave only established beyond all doubt that
immersion is their singie and exclusive meaning.
Had therefc_)ro our Lord meant his ministers to sprin-
kle, or partially to wash, those who wish to profess
tl_melr faith in him, he would have used in his commis-
sion the word rantizo o sprinkle, or the word nipto to
wash, or some other equivalent words. But since he
used the word baptizo, to immerse, saying to them,

%Go ye and make disciples of all nations, immersing
them unto the nameof the Father, and of the Son, and
of the'Holy Ghost,” he has orduined that every be-
liever in him should confess his repentance, his faith,
and his discipleship by immersion.

It would give us pleasure, and would, we are sure,
be equally interest ng t) our readers, if our space sl-
lowed us to exXtend ‘these quotations. But we must
desist, not however without thanking Mr. Noel for
his valuable contribution to our theological literature,
and expresking our sanguine hope, from the spirit
and manner in which the argument is conducted, that
it will be the means, throngh the divine blessing, of
opening the minds of many of the Lord’s people to the
truth, on a subject of no small importance as it re-
gards the promotion of personal piety, and right views
of the Redeemer’s kingdom.

We must not omit to staie, that in the preface to
this volume, Mr. Noel has given an excellent compen-
dium of the leading arguments employed in his ‘;‘r(n
vious volume in favor of the exclusive right of believ-
ers to baptism. It occupies ubout fourteen puges:
and is published by Mr. Nisbet in a distinet form as
a tract. This is an excellent device; everv line of it
is worthy of being written in letters of gold; and,
given or lent to Christian friends, it will be a suitahle
means of aiding their inquiries on the subject. We
hope that in this way it will circulate by thonsand
We may take occasion, hereafter, to ([H;'H‘ from the
preface, and from such other parts of the

volume as
are more peculiarly suggestive and importunt,

Dr. Achilli.
The 1'vl?n\\'ing sketch of the movements of the now
celebrated man, previous to his late imprisonme nt, will
be interesting to our readers. It is extracted
the columns of the Primitive Church Mag

1 -
last month, just received:

rom

1Zine lor

Dr. Achilli has, within a short space of time, ac-
quired a name and a fame almost European. He be-
longed originally, we believe, to one of the Roman con
fraternities: but becoming acquainted with the serip-
tures began to discover the errors of popery. ‘The
brethren of his order prew suepicions of him, and to

m on a certain day to

test his orthodoxy, requested |
preach before them on the Virgin Mary
claims to divine worship. His ‘
means satisfactory to 1
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vately, in going from house to house
Scriptures, and conversing abont them: b
by the leaders of t
lie, giving liberty of religions profession to 1

he [ts
he took a bolder stand, and held mes tines 1n hi

house for religions worship. The Roman
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From this time the position of
critical; and, not long-after, h
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nment, and of his being in the claws of the
holy Inquisition, awakered a great sensation in tl
public mind,
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and excited deep sympathy and concern
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in those especially who had taken a part in his mie-

sion to Rome. Ata n

; f the Evangelical Al-
liance, held towards the ¢l

se of last summer in Glas-
gow, it was resolved, that Mr. Noel, Dr. Steane, and
other gentlemen, should procéed to Paris to interpose
with the French government on his behalf, and if ne-
cessary to proceed to Rome., These gentlemen went
to Paris, and obtained an interview with the different
members of the French government
obtain Dr. Achilli’s release, but ¢
would only be further embarrassed
proceeding to Rome. Thev, there
hoping indced the best, but fearine als
I!} T;Ii‘ state of suspens >, ").._‘\‘j’
were kept for some
I

, who engaged to
lered the ease

1e deputation

li ar nds
, till the latter end of De-
was unexpectedly set frre, and that
in an extraordinary manuer.

months f

cember, when h

Th;Gox ham Case.

The decision of the Queen's Privy Coun

case of Mr. Gorham against the Bishop of Exeter.

is a vindication of the Low Chureh or Evangelicel

section of the Church of England. and of the fonda-
mental doctrine of Protestant orthodoxy, in which.
we believe, all Protestant sects in this country ¢o:
cur, that the efficacy of the Church sacraments de-
pends upon the richt reeception of them. This is the
doctrine maintained by Rev. George Cornelius Gor

ham, for holding which, the Bishop of Exeter refuscd
to institute Mr, Gorham to the vicarage of Brampford
Spoke. The Arches Court of Canterbury, lavine
sanctioned the course of the Right Rev. Lord Bishe
Mr. Gorham appealed to her Majesty in Counc)

I'he trial of the appeal excited great interest, Ac-
cordine to the Lond

X ! _ Times, the court room of the
Privy Council never presented a more crowded and
animated appearance, than at the annun
decision in this important case.

iation of the

The printed judgment declares the doctrine of Mr.
Gorham to be this [in which, if we mistake ne t, the
remains of Popery, althongh essentially dilute 1,
are still visible]:—¢that baptism is a sacrament pen-
erally necessary to salvation, but that the grace u? re-
generation does not so mnecessarily accompany the
act of baptism that regeneration “invariably takes
place in baptism: that the grace may be granted be-
fore, i.:, urN:;:'tv‘r baptism; that baptism i: an efloe-
tual sign of grace, by which God works invisibly in
us, but only in such as worthily 1
alone it has a wholsome effect: and that, withont
!'(-ﬁ'rv'mw to the qualification of the recipient, it is not
in itself an effectual gign of grace. "I'h:r.! infants
baptised, and d'\'mg before aetual sin, are certainly
sa\vd:'pl_ll that in no case is regeneration in baptism
unconditional,”

receive ity—in them

The Coust decided that thesé opinions are not
contrary or repugnant to the doctrines which the
(‘hnr_(‘h of England, by its articles, formularies, and
rubrics, requires to he held by its ministers, so that
upon the ground of (‘n!vr!n:ni-hg them Mr. Gorham
might lawfully be excluded from the benefice to
which he had been presented, The Bishop will of
ceurse be required forthwith to admit him therete.

A contrary decision would have been, in the
highest degree, unfavorable to the prosperity of the
Establishment, and might possibly have produced
80 considerable a schism and secession of conscien-

tious men, as to endanger its stability.—JV. Y.
Journal-of Commerce.

Anxieties of the Sailors Life,
BY THE REV. MR. ABBOTT, OF NANTUCKET.

_ A man was speaking a few daye ago of the emo-
tions with which he was overwhelmed, when he bade
adien to his family on his iast voyage. The ship in
which he was to sail was at Edgartown, on Martha's
Vineyard. The packet was at the wharf which was
to convey him from Nantucket to the ship. He went
down in the morning and saw all his private sea stores
stowed away in the ‘little sloop and then returned
home to take leave of his wife and childven. His
wife was sitting at the fire-side, struggling in vain to
restrain her tears. She had an infant a gaw montha
old in ber arme, and with her foot was rocking the
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