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Bee-keeping on the Prairies
By G. G GUNN. Lock port. Mm

TW quart i*a m eflee «4M, h p» 
pi* «to k*n eweed tel* «or pratr* •*» 
•MH of *■*«» 'seeds from II» *•»
■ i ff ewe fitM e# the
Kert ae4 Mil. «hee* iM} !••• Im 
need le il» ewresaefel M«Mil *f tlO 
tadertry. •■«*ee l»* h«*f*a« *• *—— 
felly M peellebly fMM ee -e là» 
,-reirwe ,,f ««H» ••ea4ot" lieriez 
toi ever iw*ety fie# yeerw* experience 
with M epwry le Ib# ef Meet
lake, tàe rlMeeUr IM «Cher eewdlliowe 
af which ara eehelaellelly th* a»»* ee 
le Ib* lea MelnH prwvlocee af Na* 
haiebewea aad AlWrl*. il la mj pet 
|M. le Ika yreeeel krte# art le la. le 
eeewee «Me qacatisa. ee fer ee I a» 
able Ta le | .bail aaler.ll* aakeie 
le 4* *el ef ■/ etre e spart eue*. far. 
having Unveiled eeer a eoeeUerekle par 
llee af Aeehalehewea. ae4 ha v log some 
haowledf* af Ika geeeral rae4llleee Ikal 
preaell Te Alberto I ee af Ike eplelee
• bel ey owe eepariaa.ee raeM ka 4epll 
raie* le away 4relriata af Ikeaa Wee* 
are pfealeeea

Wlekartag la tbe Celle»
Nelepelly. le e»a*s4*rtag a eebjaal af

• bH k 1*4. ee* af Ika *rat Ikaeekle Ikal 
reek le Ik* *le4 af Ik* would h* ka* 
Wafer le Ikal af tba elalar ' ' Whel 
af Ika elalarI" Ikey eey •'Hee raeM 
Ikeaa Wreteae wtetera, wllk Ibatr a*

trier leegtk a*4 Severity af fraH. ifel 
aea'a rkaerre af awhlee e eerraaa af 
•ark ee aelarpriaaf " la anew perte 
af Ika Keet a*4 Aneth. af aaeraa, a slight 
covering rlgbl ee tba summer el**4e. 
er a rkaff hire, le all that le ai eaaery 
fer wietar protection New. ee fer aa 
Meet bare Albert* le raeraree4. I aai aat 
p Heart 4 la aey bel tbe«. le curtain 
•h*ller*4 leaetlnee, tkle metho.1 of wie 
farte* might prnta naît* eeecewfal 
la tbe mayor portion, of bet h Aeehatehe 
«aa ae4 Alberta, I bare a* kæltatlae la 
eayla* that It woe 14 aat 4e at all. Her* 
le Maeltobe, I bar* kaowa of baa* he 
la* «aereaefallr «tat*r*4 la I rear bee 
4eg la Ika garde», roef*4 over aa4 re* 
are4 with el raw e*4 earth; tba general 
practice, ketrarar, la to wiatar ia a eel 
1er, a*4 tkle awtho4, while involving a 
rartala ameeni of labor, la pallia* ia 
ae4 table* oat tk* baa., la foe*4 to ha 
meet eeliafertWf All the require 
meat* for eeak a wletafle* quarter le 
tket lb* roller .bee 14 be 4ry. dark, wall 
ventilated a ad kept a few degree* abate 
froat I hate always wintered mine In 
tba beeement of my koeea, and I thlah 
my *i|<art*eea ia wletaria* baa bare 
telle aa eat infer tore ee that of ike aver- 
a*a be* kaapar ia Ontario or tba HU’ee 
lo the Aon til I am alway* enrefel to 
keep my roller wall ventilated, .o aa to 
b* free from damp and mould Tkle 
veelllallag la dona by mean* of a email 
pip* leading ep into the pipe of one of 
Ik* baa flag atone* above In tkia way, 
lb* draft through tk* pip* heap* ep a 
roeet.nl rirrelatioa of air, and *n draw, 
all Ika feel air from Ika baa*

Weed Plenty of Food
To winter them eoereaefully. It n a* 

reeeary to prepare Ika baa* for wiatar 
during Aaptamhar while Ika da va ara 
warm, en that eerk hive in naan to have 
ample food for tk* long winter month., 
twaatr te tkirty pound*, according to 
Ika aembar of bare that are ia it. Whan 
winter comae, aey about tba fleet of Tfo 
vamhar. they ehould be put ia Ikair eel 
tar. aad, ju.t aa eooe a. all Ike enow 
ia goee la Ika epring. and warm weather 
i* a wared, liter ekould ha taken oat and 
pet oe tkeir old eland*. On arronnt of 
tk* long winter. It ia wall to gat them 
net of winter quartern Jnet a noon ee it 
.earn* aefa. Aa* tkat tkay have noma 
food, aod clean away all tie monk: *nd 
dirt tkal mar kava galkarad ia Ika kive 
bottom* aad oa Ika combe daring the 
wiatar If poaeible. It ■* batter still 
to traeafar them into clean, dry hire- 
.«nd, la.», hot not laa.t, eea that euch 
hiv* ka. a good queen, for on this .la 
panda all tba encres» of the we «on

Pot noma time after the baa* are 
taken out and placed on their «unimar 
*taud«. it will ha naranearv to look over

eetmr uf «. «. On

them more or lane freqeantly, end In 
build up nay week hivee that may be 
.man* thaw With a* ia Manitoba tba 
• warming nennna cnmmrarea a boat tk*
■ rat af Jan*. eey ewarme earning m 
May being regarded aa mi at tally early 
Awenee coming about tale tim* will 
build up late etroeg rsloaiaa by mid 
eummer. aad will tkamaelvw .warm If 
ellewed. aad will often Here aa meek 
•erplee ee tk* pm reel kive My expert 
a err hare with «warm leg baa been tket 
one or more ewarme ran bo rousted ee 
for seek aoieey. donee tk* eeaeoe, aad 
ret tbe honey prodertlee of Ut# apiary 
bo la ee way iatarforod with It will 
bo found advantageous, however, te 
rwrtall swarming te a rertnin estant 
If honey produet ton is tk* object in 
view. Tkle ran bo doe* van easily by 
sararmlag nrtiHrially. end ahrayn keep, 
lag wall ahead of tba 1er raws* of the 
hive with empty frame* sad bodies I 
frequently have my hivee. tk* eight 
frame Imagetreth being need, belli ep 
nil storey* high before tba aad of tba 
eeaeoe. My aim in alway* to heap eo 
far a hand of lb* bee* a* to hove "plea 
ty of room at tba top’’ for farther as- 
pe estes.

Pec# Morning Sen
Tba location of the apiary, bare a* 

of eo little importance 
Iwaya bed mine located ia a

oar Western prairie pro! ieras. is the 
wet lee of "peatera. or «apply of

a kero, is 
I have el

ef
quant toe of "peatera.'* er eapply 
koeay prod or tag Iowan la tba eemmar 
What about tk* pmeteraga • Are there 
•effieicot wild Sower, ow our prairie* 
la make it peeeibla for bee* to gather 
koeay ee IS neat te make It worth while 
lo bother with them! Aad I meat «ay 
that tkle qaoatloa ia generally a die 
row rager to tk* eeleltlaled To Ik* 
reeeal observer paoaiag ever ear Want 
are prairie*, there doe* eat appear to 
be a eeperabead*er* of Sowere from 
wkirh te prod era koeay Tkle, how 
ever, Is very largely only le mewing 
Wllk tk* eaceptloe of Ike bare, heeab 
graaa prairie* of certain porta of Maai 
lobe, Alberta aad flaakatcbewaa. where 
there ia ee timber or shelter for miiau, 
aad where bee* roe Id not very well be 
made a eurcaaa ia eey case oe arcoeal 
of ibe high wieda that coeliaaally 
sweep over them, there is jeet a* weak 
natural peeler* to be foeed in oar 
Western proviarw aa ia eey pert of 
Ibe Dominion. Wild dower* are 
abeadaat all over tbe Weet. end many 
of Ibe iadigeeoee epeaiee are aot to be 

piaed a* honey plaaU. 
lorsover. where tbs salerai wild 

nwar i« foeed to b# ecerae. It ia a 
very simple matter to iatrndac* noma 
of tba famous boaay planta of the Keel 
aad South tkat will quickly -gr®* 
wild Mid .apply aa abendeecc of pea

I S.» tel ee the tune ef 1 i MrOee*

»|iot well ehaltared with trees, having 
an axpoaara to the south and east, with 
the doors of the hivee facing the latter 
qaarter. In this way they get the 
beneflt of the early morning sue; and. 
In the cooler days of the autumn, the 
•erne advantage from the south; while, 
at all season., our chilling north winds 
are prevented from blowing upon them 
If the plan of simply setting tbe hivee 
on «mail blocks on the ground is fol 
lowed, which in the one I have alway. 
followed myself, it win be aeeeneary 
to keep all gram and weeds eut away 
from about them, which might hinder 
the been from working, or tend to keep 
the hivee dump during rainy westher 

Of equal importance with that of 
wieterlag. to the would he bee keeper

lure. If they ere ju.t given n chance. 
Ml that in "aeeeneary in to get a few 
inroads of «ccd of the common Sweat 
«Tovar (Mililolo* Alba) and matter 
them in any waste corner of the farm, 
along the roudnide, or, especially, along 
the hanks of any .tresm that may be in 
year neighborhmd, and. in n very short 
time, there will Jje plenty of pasture 
for any number of hern Another ex 
• client honey plant that rapidly spread* 
itself, in a similar way. ia waste places, 
i* the common White Clover ( Trifolium 
Repen* ). the *ccd of which may be got 
for a few rente from any seedsman 
Tha«c plant*, which produce the line*» 
quality of honey, are perfectly hardy 
throughout the Weet ; and. an 1 know 
from my,own experience, will if mat

tered emend a ItlHe. erne solve tbe pee 
tar* problem ia eey leealHy Only a 
few veers ago. ia tale diet riel, ia, Ike 
Ned Hiver north of Winnipeg, are wore 
eetirafy dependent epee the wild pleat* 
aad had see* ef tkeaa; sow a* have net 
only scree epee eerie af the email white, 
hat aa abundance ef tbe Nwevt Clover 
•I». growing from via to eight feet ia 
height aad prod er lag a crap of the la 
«wl koeay ia Ike mortal Them ideal*
I may eey, w* were not even under Ik* 
■nfswitv nf sowing; they earns la a* 
like aey ether wild weed, and sow I 
would be quit* tent lied la labelling my 
boaay "Para Wkli. Clover ' What ka* 
•shea plea* bora, I am resident eaa be 
rapeeled ia away ether parta af tbe

Quality Excellent
I am often asked by people from Ik* 

l-estera prevleree ae to Ike quality of 
Ik* honey w* produce la this Western 
reentry. aad. ia view of what I have 
just «aid. my a newer ran anally be 
gas seed la celer lb* keeey prod need ia 
my apiary raa romper* faiorably with 
Ibe brat Restera product. aad ia quality 
—well, of ceere*. While Clever la 
White Clover all tbe world ever. Ia all 
my twenty lv* years aa a bee keeper, I 
here net bad to* customer* who did aot 
like my honey; aad. oa Ike ether hand.
I have earn* rest omen that I have eep 
plied for ever twenty years Te some 
who have moved to Brittob Colombie I 
•kip regularly each eeaeoe. The balk 
of my boner I dispose of t* the leading 
graver ia Winnipeg; aad, aa a farther 
<ommeatary oe qaality, I awy my that 
the only difficulty I have with him ia 
tkat I cessât give him enough

This bring* n* to the question of a 
market, which ia really eaffieieutly aa 
nwered ia Ike last few remarks jest 
made la this Western reentry, where 
»* have to import all them lasarie*. 
there in no trouble to dispose of all the 
honey w* ana produce, and at a good 
price. And what hi true of the Winnl 
peg district. I have no doubt, will be 
foeed tree of tbs feet of Western Can 
■da. The difficulty ia not to dlepoee of 
tba prod eat but to eapply tba demand

Money la Boon
To a certain extent, th# sareeaa of an 

enterprise hi measured by the amount of 
money that ana be made oat of It; end. 
although some people go into bee keep 
tag simply for the noveltv aad pleasure, 
the majority of a* go iato It for the 
amount of hard cash wa ran make ont 
of the h naine*. Of courae, wc all. an 
tlrwty irrespective of dividend*, derive 
■ certain amount of pleasure from 
studying Ik* ways of tkia most wonder 
fol insert; and. I may add. that it ia 
only those who do, who ran hope in the 
cod to make a narre** of it financially, 
cither here in the Wait or anywhere 
aine. Bot I would give It aa my opinion 
that, judging from my own experience, 
there in no reason why any person living 
in nay of our Western provinces, where 
it in sufficiently sheltered, should not 
be able to keep bees and make good 
money out of them.

With regard to this question of tbe 
profitahlenmw or non profitableness of 
bee keeping in Ike Went. 1 may. in clos 
ing, be pardoned in taking another leaf 
from the kook of my experience The 
question in often asked hv would-be 
bee keeper.: "What yield should wc 
get from each hive daring the seasonT"

a rather hard question to answer in a 
general way, an it all depends on the 
season Bee keeping ia just like anv 
other agricultural calling that in dé 
pendent on the weather Home year*, 
when all the elements are favorable, the 
yield in good; others, when the weather 
in adverse, it share* the fate of other 
crop*. What I count a fair average 
return from each hive (spring count), in 
my own apiary, in one «warm of new 
been and one hundred pounds of ex
tracted honey. If the spring ia extra 
early, and bees rather than honey ia 
♦ he aim. one may get two swarms from 

t'.stlsni Css Peg. I*


