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THE MANUFACTURERS' DEFENCE
Fditer. Guide Ia your imsue of Jane
ary 3 appears & letter in defence of the
manufacturers and the milroads. The
writer is apparently ashamed of his name
and signe himsell “Old Liberal,™ but o
he in as well paid for writing to the news
papers in behall of the milways as the
rallway companies are paid for hauling
freight out West. he wont care & fig what
he signs himsell. He
the Massey-Harris
cheaper in Minneapolis is that 75

savs the resson

people  sell hinders

per

cent. of the material is bought in the
United States, which s subject to a
teently per cenl duty when imported

into Canada thus increasing the cost of
machinery to the Canadian farmer, but
he entirely omits to mention that the
Canadian government gives a drawback
to the manufacturers when it s shown
that the materials are raw materials
for manufacturing purposes. He also
forgets to state that the Canadian Manu-
facturers’ sssccinticn’ bas an spent at
Ottawa for the specific purpose mentioned
Rut aside from all this, if the Canadian
manufacturer can buy this 75 per cent
cheaper in the United States would it
not be better for the Canadian farmer
to go a little further astd buy the whole
100 per cent. in the shape of the finished
.Q.l":lnr’ Undoubtedly it would. Again,
il the Canadian manufacturer is being
poorly dealt with, how is it that one firm
alone namely, the Massey-Hartis com-
pany, were able to buy a controlling in-
terest in a firm capitalized at four million
dollars? There's nothing poor aboutl
that. He says it is the excessive freight
rates that cause machinery to be dearer
in certain parts of Canada than in Europe
The fact of the matter is, before & ma-
chine leaves Canada for Europe it has
to cover a long mil haul, and the real
reason of the same machines being sold
cheaper in Europe is that they have to
compete with European machinery in
European home markets. [ would also
ask him why should our manufacturers
have to buy a ton of coal or g ton of iron
or steel in the United States? There is
move of coal or iron ore in Canada and
Newfoundland than in the United States,
but the manufacturer in Canada would
rather exploit the Western farmer through
the tariff than spend a dollar of the
millions he has filched fiom the Western
farmers in developing the country. The
consequence has been that a great many
of the natural resources of Canada are
finding owners in the United States and

other countries. His statement about
that one thousand mile desert would
cause the teafs to come to the eyes of
Balaam's ass. What was the Cobalt
district considered to be but a desert
by the people of Ontario? What is it
now? One of the finest mining regions

of the world, and how quick the Gug-
genheims of New York snapped at the
cream of it. The same may be said about
the nickel mines at Sudbury. *“Old
Liberal's” argument about the railroads
is equally weak. Since 1881 the Dominion
and provincial governments have given
the milroads in Canada over £180,000,000
in eash. They have also received eighteen
millions from the variqus municipalities,
they have had their ;mnul- guaranteed
to the extent of one hundred and twenty-
eight millions of dollars, they have also
received land grants to the extent of
fifty-five millions of acres, worth at least
five hundred millions of dollars, not to
speak of tax exemptions which again
amount to millions. In' closing this
Jetter T would ask “Old Liberal™ to look
over a few of these figures before he

sccuses The Guide of l.:h-h‘ equty
Yours respectiully,
Lethbridge, Alta JOHN B. ALLAN

WATCHTHE FLEVATOR C OMBINE

Fditor, Guide
by the business interesis represented by
the Canadian Credit Men's Association
to secure the suspension of the car dis
tribution clause of the Grain Act

It is an attempt 1o make the farmers
a party % this by the circulation of
petitions among them asking for such
presumed interest of
the amall producers, who, like the widows
and orphans are always trotted out to
strengthen 8 case when proper arguments
are lacking

This move bas been inapired by the
grain interests who want to re-establish
the elevator monopoly under which the
farmers, big and little, groaned for a
quarter of a century, and which was only
destroyed by the passage and enforcement
of the present provision for the equitable
distribution of cars after years of desperate

An offort is being made

suspension in the

GROWERS

GUIDY)

easl unnecessary delay as the irying
farilitiens st Port Arthur and Fort William
Are entirely inadequalte 1 mewt the
emergency, and this grais f ot cared
for befose the warm weather, =
foubtedl e & 1olal Joss

Let the farmers decline to be tools for
the niveting f their hroken shackies
I the vlevatons were again et »
rrpcetvesgannd ) of the T and that
] all intents and purpeses, s just what
the petition proposes to give them, there
will e some roam in the elevators cor
tainly & ltthe carlier than otherwise, but
the price they will pay will be away below
the price p for earlots ar ) AWH
helow the price paid for T
when theeo % Fair o ool f o s v arialbde
for larmers and elevators alik

The only interference with the car dis
tribuation pr pmpoitre that ahouid todernt
od (and this in the Interests f more
unfortunate fellows might well be urged
by ose who are needing cars indeed
but whose grain s in good condition

s & discrimination made in favor of the
owner of tough grain The warehouse
ommssioner 8 pow under the act
emposered to supply cars elevators
w hen pecessary to enable it of .conditior

grain te be sent to the terminals for
treatment without delay

Every individual farmer who bas a
ear or more of wetl grain, or any number

of farmers Blling & car of out-of
grain

condition
together, on & sworn
that the grain offered for transportation
s in danger of being spoiled if not treated
before the advent of mild
should be supplied at once according to
n"‘”

If necessary the act should be amended
in this particular, otherwise its operation
suspended by order-in-council

Any other with the oar
distribution clause should be most stren
wously resisted to offset the petitions
innocently signed by our newer settlers,
who know nothing of the extortions en
dured under the elevator monopoly
Individual farmers throughout the West
should write to urging

statement

weather

interference

their members

before it is sown

Important!--Test Your Seed

Following a season when so much grain was froren and othernise damaged,
it is imperative that all seed grain should be tested as to its germinating power
Oat kernels show less sign of frost damage externally, though
their germinating power is more easily destroyed by frost than that of wheat
or barley, and no one should sow untested seed of any grain

There are seed testing laboratories in each of the Western provinces where
seed will be tested free of rhlv‘r. and though with proper care any person can
make the test himself, it would be more satisfactory to send a sample also to
the government laboratories, where the testing is carried on under uniform
conditions and by experts trained in the work
ples will be tested by the government at the following places

Manitoba Agricultural College, Winnipeg
Provincial Seed Laboratory, Regina

Dominion Seed Laboratory, Calgary, and

Seed Branch, Department of Agriculture, Ottawa

The name and address of the sender should be attached to the package,
and a brief letter respecting the matter should be sent under separate cover
About half a pound of grain should be sent

We have been notified that sam-

l?ihlinn They are taking advantage
of the present rotten transportation con-
ditions with consequent unsatisfactory
conditions of trade generally, to enlist
the business men, as now more or less
innocent allies, in an attack upon the
safeguards to freedom of shipment by
farmers. The rilway people also want
to draw attention away from their own
shortcomings in failing to supply motive
power to move them when loaded, and
criminally failing to aid the farmers by
allowing a large part of the grain seeking
transportatior. to be handled by the
American lines. Many foreign cars are
being sent back empty which should have
been put at the disposal of the farmers,
hauled to the boundary and turned over
for transport to Duluth. Their “Dog-
in-the-Manger"” attitude in this con-
nection will cause millions of bushels of
wet grain to rot on the farms for lack of
transportation and adequate drying facili-
ties at our own terminals to care for the
abnormal quantity of out-of-condition
grain to be cared for this year

The only adequate remedy for the
situation is that cars be supplied in
adequate quantity and that motive power
to promptly haul them be provided; also,
that a large portion of the grain of many
milliohs, known to be out-of-condition,
be routed via Duluth and with the

them to protect their interests against
this insidious attack upon equality of
opportunity in the shipment of grain
E. A PARTRIDGE
Winnipeg, Feb. 1, 1912
ALASKA WHEAT

Editor, Guide: My attention has been
drawn to the fact that very extravagant
claims are being made by certain persons
who are trying to sell Alaska wheat at
enormous prices As this variety has
never appeared of sufficient worth to
merit a trial at this farm, | wrote to the
Department of Agriculture at Washing
ton, asking for the results of inv estigations
made by that department. The follow-
ing is a quotation from the reply which
I have just received

“At our Judith Basin substation in
Montana it fell below the average best
varieties in yield in 1909 and the quality
was poor. In 1909 it was very much
poorer than the other varieties, and last
season, while rather better than in 1910,
it was still poorer than the other varieties
and

was thereupon discarded. It was
tried only in nursery rows
“At our station at Nephi, Utah, it

proved in 1909 and 1910 to be among the
very poorest of several hundred varieties
tested in the nursery and was then dis-
carded as worthless ™
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IS THIS JUSTICE?
Editor, Guide As you are
ar, shortage has

amare Lhe

eaused much loss and
will tell
gath
I Boished loading a car that
5 f4th and

the sgent to Ml it
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that | would have to get papers from the
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i the car in the meantime and was told
there cortainl would Wl 4
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treatment I don't
C.J WARD
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BARLEY AND RECIPROCITY
Editor In view of the attention
that has lately been drawn to the difference
barley on the
"I"’if‘l“'lll "1&"1"!. l"‘?.v.'b‘ mH
experience with & car load would be of
interest o %

Gusde

in the price of

Winnipeg
and

our readers I shipped a car
of barley from Melita, Manitoba, to the
Vandusen-Harrington Company, of Min
neapolis, which arrived there on December
18, 1911 It weighed 1633 bushels 36
Ibe., graded No. 1| feed, no dockage
Was wld on January 8, 19182, for #8110
per bushel, making gross receipts of

21797.18

Freight C.P. & G N. amounted to $1580 96
Insp. weighing and commission I8 50
Duty 493 36
Total expenses 8692 91
Check to me, net proceeds #1104 20

It figures out to 6714 cents per bushel
This, mark you, after paying all expenses
Consulting the market reports | find that
No. 1 feed hurlr_\ Was u-lhn( n \\\nnsprg
on January 8 for 44 cents per bushel
I received 851888 more for my barles
by selling in Minneapolis than f I had
sold in Winnipeg: but had the
reviled reciprocity pact passed | should
have received 240336 more yet, or
£1013.19 in all Yet 1 am wurged
believe that the receipt of this additiona

much

sum "' money -"'lll’ n‘ak" me "l‘]'l\ ai
to my country What am | to think of
the mtelligence or common sense of the
‘»r-;;»‘- who ask me to believe this’? Oy

18 it their honesty | should question ’
J. J. ANDERSON
Melita, Man ., January 27, 1912
GRIEVANCES AT VENLAW
Editor, Guide I would like to have
this post office brought to the attention
of the government The Galicians have
sent in several petitions to the post office
department, but no heed has been paid
to them. The mail service is even worse
than twelve years ago
Another matter that needs attention
by the provincial government, is to se«
that the Galician settlers build schools
and have their children educated. 1 have
helped to build two schools since 1 settled
here, though I have had no children to
send until now. My foreign born ncigh
bors across the survey line, with all the
way from six to twelve children each,
have never formed a school district, and
I think the matter should be looked into
ROBT. McMULLAN
Venlaw P.O., Man
MR. LANGLEY'S REPLY
Editor, Guide:—Would you spare m
some space for a few remarks on Mr
Kennedy's letter in your last issue!’
I would at once put Mr. Kennedy out
of one trouble by saying I was the Sas
katchewan Grain Grower who gave the

interview published in the Free Press
and the Regina Leader, and I sought
that method of statement not because

I was ashamed of my name, but because
I wanted the case stated and diseussed

not on the merits of my name or an:
other name, but on its own merits
There are two statements in Mr
“Kennedy’s letter that are not true

Pifst, that the millers of Ontario are
opposid to a 'lmnplc- market. Mr. Watte
theip decretary, has again and again put
hitmegf on record as favoring a sample
market “at the same

time contendin




