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During 1902 the Municipal World 
subscription list, the largest in the history 
of the paper, contained the names of over 
two-thirds of the municipal councillors and 
officers of Ontario. The question drawer 
occupied 3,00 colums and con ained 
answers to 1080 questions in reference to 
municipal law There was also a large 
increase in the number of private questions 
which are not published Subscribers 
have found the,.question drawer to be a 
convenient and reliable independent 
source from which to obtain legal and 
other information in reference to their 
duties.

Co-operation on the part of municipal 
officers generally with the world and its 
supply department has, in the past, done 
much to improve the Municipal Govern­
ment of Ontario.

Subscription orders are usually 
whole council, and its officers 
expense of.the, corporation.

The expense is trifling when compared 
with the possible benefits to be derived 
from the, special' privileges extended to 
subscribed, 1 '
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Th recent failures of private banks in 
which municipal funds were on deposit 
directs attention to an impoitant matter 
that councils are apt to overlook The 
Municipal Act, section 29, sub-section five 
enacts that

“The treasurer shall open an account in the 
name of the municipality, in such of the chart­
ered banks of Canada or at such other pl.ee of 
deposit as may he approved of by the council 
and shall deposit to the credit of such account 
all monies receiv.d by him.
The Act to make better provision for 
keeping and auditing municipal and school 
accounts, chapter 228, R. S. O. section 19 
enacts that

“ The council of any municipality may by 
by-law direct that moneys payable to the muni­
cipality for taxes or rate s and upon such other 
account as may be mentioned in the liy law 
shall be by the p rson charged with the pay­
ment. thereof paid into a chartered bank having 
an office in the muuieip Tty."

The council of any municipality may by by­
law direct that moneys of the municipality 
deposited iiL a chartered bank or elsewhere to 
the credit of the municipal corpora' ion shall be 
withdrawn therefrom only upon the cheque of 
the treasurer countersigned by the head of the 
municipality or su d) other person or official as 
may be named in the by-law.

This Legislation is sufficient to provide 
for the safety of municipal moneys. 
Councils should not neglect to consider the 
question, of which a former council may 
have been negligent. Managers of private 
banks are generally influential citizens hut 
they should rot be a'l wtd to control the 
council in deciding where or how the bank 
account shall be kept.

The monies belt nging to every munici­
pal corporation should be kept in two 
bank accounts : O e in the name of the 
munici, ality, all cheques thereon to be 
signed by the head of the council and the 
treasurer.

The collector should be required by by­
law to pay all taxes to the 1 redit of this 
account. County councils may require 
the treasurers of local municipalities to 
pay the county rates to a bank.

The o her account should be r petted in 
the name of the treasurer of the munici-
p lity.

The head of the council would then 
require to issue his cheque to the treasurer 
for m mies required to pay accounts 
passed and other liabilities, and I e would 
at all times be better acquainted with the 
financial position of the corporation.

When two accounts are kept in this 
way, the security of the treasurer need not 
be as làrgep as it is considered to be1 a 
safeguard' 'against the use of corporation 
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when authorized by resolution. The 
principal corporation account to be 
kept only with a chartered bank. No 
treasurer in Ontario receives sufficient 
remuneration to pay him for the risk con 
nected with rei eiving monies from col- 
1 ctors or paying orders by cash. The . 
bank account should si ow every receipt 
and payment by the treasurer.

Unauthorized Submission of Plebiscite.

The judgment ot Mr. Justice Britton in 
the recent case of King vs. City of Toronto 
is in accordance with the opinion on the 
point at issue, frequently expressed in 
the e colums. Particulary in reference to 
the submission of statute labor by-laws to 
the electors of a municipality. The defen­
dants purposed submitting to the electors 
the question ol whether they favored the 
city contributing $50,000 towards the 
erection of a consumptive sanitarium.

The injunction which was applied for 
by Mr. J. H. King, and which was granted 
temporarily, is continued by the judgment, 
and the city must pay the costs of the 
action.

The vote, .the court says, to be of any 
value, would depend upon many other 
questions, as to locality, size, and cost, 
etc., and as to the practice of submitting 
questions to a vote of the ratepayers, the 
language of Mr Justice Osier in Darby vs. 
Toronto is quoted.

The latter, in speaking of taking a vote 
even upon questions wholly in the power 
of the council to deal with says :

It is another instance of a pernicious 
practice which has been too frequently 
resorted to, of taking a plebiscite 
upon a subject wholly within the 
discretion of the council, which it is their 
duty to decide, and to take the responsi­
bility of deciding themselves without put 
ting the public to expense.

In his judgment Mr. Justice Britton 
sa) s that there is nothing in the Municipal 
Act permitting the council to take a 
plebiscite, and there is no express prohibi­
tion against their doing so. The practice 
has obtained, and, in many cases, without 
objection.

“In this case,” said Mr. Justice Britton, 
“if I could see that any advantage to the 
citizens at large could possibly accrue 
from such answers as the electors may 
choose to give, I would be slow to inter­
fere at this stage. I continue the injunc­
tion. If the plaintiff does not ask any­
thing more than injunction, this may he 
considered as motion for judgment, and 
there will be judgment for plaintiff for 
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