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FRANCIS IN SALVATION

ARMY UNIFORM,

There has come to us a very charm-
ing little biography of the sweet saint
of Umbria, written by Staff Captain
Douglas of the Salvation Army. We
took it up one Saturday afternoon,
after the week’s work in the editorial
office was through, and though ordin-
arily we would be very loath to add to
the reading of manuscript and print-
er's proofs a further reading of famil-
iar biography, yet we frankly admit
that so entranced were we with the
simple story, so simply and unaffected-
ly told, that we could not lay it down
uatil we had read it through.

There is, undoubtedly, gomething
very drawing in the complete conse-
eration of life and energies to the serv
ice of God and His poor at the Gospel
invitation ; and in the life of the sweet
saint of Assisl this manifest consecra-
tion was 80 whole-souled and made with
such unconscious simplicity and humil-
ity, while at the same time it endowed
him with such wonderful power over
the tepid in the Lord's service, as well
as the obdurate in sin, that sluggish
blood is stirred again at the recital,
and one iz made to feel how half heart-
ed is one's service, and how very short
of the Gospel ideal is a life lived amidst
pleasant surroundings, while bodies
are in need and souls perish for want
of the bread of life.

However, while we read the twice-
told tale of the rich young man, sur-
rounded with abundant friends and all
the luxuries of life, readily braving
the scoffs and jeers of his townspeople
and making himself a fool for Christ's
sake, as related by a Salvation Army
lassie, we could not but feel that she
was plucking a flower from a garden
not her own, pinning it to a uniform
thatFrancis himself would have repudi-
ated, and, while exploiting the beau-
ties of color and delicacies of tints of
this purloined blossom, taking very
good care not to tell her audience
that this flower was not her own, but
rather belonged to a garden owned by
the Pope and carefully tended by the
priests of the Catholic Church.

Nowhere in the volume is there a
hint given to us of the inner devotional
life which was the true source of all of
St. Francis’ greatness. Idoubt if the
biographer, even in a little way, ap
preciated the workings of divine grace
in the soul of the young man. One
would imagine that he went through
an experience meeting and was in-
duced to come up to the ‘‘penitent'’s
bench ” and get ‘* saved.”

The reality was, he learned the true
principles of the Catholic faith, the
same then as they are now. They
were positive, decided beliefs in God
the Creator, in Jesus the Redeemer, in
the one only and true Church estab-
lished by Christ ; in the sacramental
system with its seven perennial founts
of grace to feed and nourish the divine
life in the soul ; with its practice of
early sacramental confession to a con-
secrated priest, and frequent reception
of Holy Communion—the real body and
blood of Jesus Christ. In this way,
cultivating purity of heart and blame:
lessness of life, he grew to man's estate,
and with soul tender and wistful of the
inspirations of the Holy Spirit, was led
to undertake the literal, and hence
complete, sacrifice of all things for the
love of his Master.

It is not difficult to find a good deal
of the same enthusiasm that made
Francis the lover of souls he was,
among many of the adherents of the
Salvation Army, as it is not hard to
find a prastice of total abstinence
among the Turks and a devotedness to
prayer among the Brahmans, which
put many of the followers of the Nazar-
ene to shame ; but cannot one be mis
taken in imagining that the mere giv
ing up of all the world Lolds dear— of
wealth and worldly honor—and the de
voting one's self to the washing away
of evil and the rescue of the fallen by
itself, is a real, true following of
Christ 7 A good pagan might do it
and find abundant self satistaction in
the hardest and most austere life,and in
it all be only feeding his pride or carry
ing out a fad ; even in other circum-
stances and with clearer light and
better knewledge, instead of perform
ing a meritorious religious act, be heap
ing up damnation for himself. Some
time the prettiest of tlowers grow on
the ash dump or in the rubbish pile.
It does make all the difference in the
world in what garden a tlower grows,
and into what soil the plant has struck
its roots, and from what elements it
draws its sustenanco,

lu the sketeh, from the beginning to
end, the author has not said that her
saint was a Catholic ; but in her effort
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order to exhort them to come to Jesus
St Franecis would have hated the red
and blue uniform and despised the
hallelujah bonnet, because to him they
would have been the trappings of
heresy, and with all the saints, and
with St. Francis most of all; devotion
to the Pope as the human representa-
tive of Christ on earth, and love for
Roms as the fountain of pure doctrine,
were of paramount interest. General
Booth is frank enough to say in his
preface that there is a difforence ba
tween the spirit of St. I'rancis and that
of & consecrated member of the Salva-
tion Array, while he implies that since
the results striven for are about the
gumr, wo should be satisfied. So the
manufacturer of Brummagem jowelry
might say, )
Tussaud.
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policeman in wax at the door whose
paturalness is so striking that for very
fear of arrest you will not dare to be
dishonest. I will put an attendant
made only of wax, in the halls who will
80 deceive you that you will go up to
him and ask him whether he is a sure
enough man or not. 1 will place lov-
ors on the bench who will be so affec-
tionately life-like that they will seem
to be settling the matrimonial problem
of their lives ; but it will all be only
the simulacrum of what is real and
honest. Oh! how often are the elect
deceived, and how often are even very
good souls cajoled into security by the
appearances of good work done, when
all the time they have the dreadful
thought haunting them that they are
not in their father’s house but are
serving in the camp of the enemy, and
they wonder why God is not satisfied
as long as they are doing good to His
creatures. St. Francis on his death-
bed would have reversed the whole
tenor of his life, would have counted
all his marvellous works as worse than
nothing, if there had gone with them
a denial of any one of the doctrines
which Christ taught ; or, to put itin a
more practical way, if the Pope had
not approved of his labors, and if Holy
Church had not put the broad seal of
her commendation on what ho had ac-
complished.

It is passing strange that one who
knew the spirit of St. Francis so well
as Mies Douglas did, should not, with
a keenness which belongs to her, have
traced his actions to their sources and
ponted out the motives underlying
them. Why, think you, was St.
Francis so anxious to rebuild the
neglected church of St. Damian ?
Why was he so zealous for the cleanli-
ness of the temples he visited as to take
the broom himself, and sweep them
out ? It was not, we may be well
assured, because he loved cleanliness
for its own sake—cleanliness for its
own sake has never been a Francis-
can trait—but rather because of his
belief in the Real Presence of God in
the church ; because he knew when
the priest said Mass and consecrated
the sacred elements there was a sub
stantial change in those sacred ele-
ments fromm bread and wine into the
real Body aud Blood of our Lord, and
in the tabernacle there remained the
living Presence. And such was his
reverence for the awful power of the
priest to whom was given this privi-
lege that in his humility he dared not
aspire to do such a tremendous act,
but preferred to remain a simple
deacon all his life. So, too, with the
conversion of sinners. His scheme of
salvation was not surely ‘‘to come to
Jesus " and get ‘‘saved ;" but repent
of your sins go and show yourselves to
the priest, confess your sins every one
of you with sorrow in heart, and re-
ceive the sacramental absolution im
parted only by a duly ordained minis
ter. And all through his blessed work
was he sympathetic with the spirit of
the Church. When St. Clare came to
him, burning with the same desire to
convert souls to Christ which would
not let her rest—though, indeed, this
was not a question of immutable faith
which could not be changed and which
he would have sacrificed his life rather
than deny, but only a matter ot dis-
cipline and a question of methods —yet
feeling that the Church knew best
because it was inspired in its daily
life by the Holy Spirit, so reverent
was he of traditions that he took her to
a quiet home, whare in prayer aund
good works she could most effectually
assist in his great crusade. He did
not give her a tambourine and set her
on a street corner. He believed in the
efficacy of prayer. ‘‘Unless the Lord
build the house, in vain do they work
who build.” He believed that the best
work could be done by women through
their fervent prayers that pierce the
clouds ; joined with such womauly
work as becometh her who, as St. Paul
says, should be silent in the church.

Undoubtedy more of the spirit of St.
Francis is needed, and badly needed,
in those days. The accumulation of
wealth in the hands of the few, and
the consequent impoverization of the
many ; the building up of walls of
gocial barriers far more impassable
than the stony battlements of the
feudal kings ; the ever -widening gulf
between the various classes of the
people ; the loss of the desp Christian
gentiment of love for the poor that
comes with the acquisition of wealth—
all these call for a social crusade as
far reaching as the one that St.
Francis inaugurated Modern social
reformers think to fix things up by
anacting laws. They will prevent
men from becoming millionaires by a
graded inheritance tax, they will
think to break up vast holdings by de

stroying the right of entail :  but
wealth goes on accumulating just the
same, and men of wealth drive their

and six through any law that
is made. In it all they forget that
the true panacea is in the teaching
contained in the Sermon on the
Mount, and its practical exemplifica-
tion in the lives of Christian men and
woman., He who will lose his life for
My sake shall find it. Soek first the
Kingdom of Heaven. If you will be
My disciple, go sell all you have. A
faw more earnest souls who will take
the counsels of the Nazarene literally
can easily become the leaders of men,
as St. Francis was, and it is marvellous
to see how quick aund energetic is the
power of this leaven among the hearts
of men case-hardened by avarice or
godden by sin.  The cult of St Francis
has been widely extended, due very
much to the fact that the modern wor d
wants this kind of medicine. We shall
not find fault, no matter who it is that
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be honest. Let them say, ‘‘ We have
no remedy like this in our drug-store,
but we took this one from Rome.” It
is not just to St. Francis, nor true to
his spirit and teachings, to tear off the
labels and rub out the trade mark as
Sabatier did, and as others are doing,
and then say, ‘‘ See the new remedy 1
have.”

In conclusion, let me commend to
Staff Captain Douglas and other of her
Salvation Army comrades a little in-
cident which she takes good care not
to repeat in her life in its entirety. In
the beginning of the year 1210 St.
Francis called his dicciples about him
and said: *‘Our good and merciful
Lord wishes to extend our little family.
We must now submit our way of life to
the most holy Pontiff of Rome. For
without his consent and approval it
geems to me nothing can be stable of
good in matters of faith or in the relig
jous life. Let us go, then, to our
mother, the Holy Roman Church. Let
us make known to the Pope what our
Lord has begun to do for us. We will
then continue our work according to
his will and his commands.” St. Fran-
cis saw no sufety nor permanence in
his work except in perfect obedience to
the Holy Father in Rome.

As lovers of St. Francis, the mem-
bers of the Salvation Army may go
and do likewise.

1 should like to add a few more
passages from the sayings of St. Fran-
cis which ought to have been in-
cluded in the Salvation Army life in
order to make it what it purports to be
—a real sketch of the life of the saints :

*I conjure you, my brethren, em-
bracing your feet with all the love Iam
capable—I implore you to show all re-
speet and honor to the Body and Blood
of Christ, by whom we have been recon
ciled with God the Father, and peace
has been establiched in Heaven and on
earth.”

Again, one of the root principles of
his life was his extraordinary devotion
to and love for the Blessed Virgin.
He calls her ** his lady and his queen,
in whom is all fullness of grace and
every sort of good: the palace, the
temple, the mother of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Again, says St. Francis:
** We ought to confess all our sins to
the priest, that we may receive the
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ, because whoever does not eat
His Flesh or drink His Blood cannot
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” A
complete life should have included
these, and a consistent follower of St.
Francis should not stopjshort of Rome
and all that means. It is a pity to
give up the good things of life and
undergo all the hardships tbat are in
cluded in this life of a Salvation Army
woman-officer, and yet not accept the
teachings of the saster in their en-
tirety.— Rev. A. P. Doyle in the Cath-
olic World.

N PR
TO THE POOR THE GOSPEL IS
PREACHED.

The Ilomiletic Review for August
coatains a remarkable article by the
Rev. T. D. Witherspoon, of the
Louisville Presbyterian Semibary,
entitled, ‘* A Suggestion as tothe Non-
Church Going Masses.”

Mr. Witherspoon begins by laying
it down as a general proposition that
the laboring masses do not attend P’ro-
testant churches. In illustration of
this fact, he says:

“ The pastor of one of our large city
churches stated publicly, a short time
since, that he would like very much to
have the working-people come to his
church, bat that the painful fact was
that if two hundred of the working-
people were to come in at the front
door, an equal number of his best sup-
porters would go out at the back door.”

On the other hand, Mr. Witherspoon
tells us that the laboring masses do at-
tend the Catholic churches. On this
point he says :

“You will notice that this difficulty
i= not to any considerable degree
found in Roman Catholic churches.
In the splendid cathedral the wife of
the millionaire and the working-girl
kneel and worship side by side;
neither is disturbed by the presence of
the other.”

From the spirit in which he writes,
it is evident that Mr., Witherspoon
feels keenly the truth that no church
which is not the church of the poor
and ignorant, as well as of the rich
and educated, can maintain its claim
to be the Church of Christ. He ex-
plains the fact which he deplores by
saying that the social element is un-
duly predominaut in  Protestant
churches, [hey are social clubs
nearly as much as they are churches,
and the members are all expected to
become acquainted with one another,
and meet one another at the church
sociables, This explanation seems to
amount to saying that the poor do not
go to Protestant churches because they
iow they are not wanted the re.
indeed, Mr., Witherspoon im-
pliedly admits this when he urges that
‘“the non church-going masses must
be made to feel that they are welcome
in our churches.’

The remedy which Mr, Witherspoon
suggests will hardly go to the root of
the evil. Indeed, it may be doubted
if any remedy can be devised which
will go to the root of the evil. It
seems to be of the essence of Protestan:
tism to be the religion of the rich and
intellectually proud rather than of the
poor and intellectually humble. Bat,
in criticising the remedies which have
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been suggested and tried, Mr. Wither-
spoon has some things to say in which
we most heartily concur, Thus he
BRYS !

“It has been proposed to changze
the character of the services, and make
them attractive to the masses. And
g0 we have the great whoop and
burrah, with orchestras and prima
donnas, and sensational sermons, and
pulpit harlequinade. Alas, the game
is not worth the candle !. We cannot
turn the house of God into a Sunday-
night opera hall.”

And again :

“We must give up all taffy, all
clap-trap, all sensationalism, all whoop
and hurrah. We must come back to
the gospel in the simplicity and its
power."”

Here, Mr. Witherspoon unwittingly
hints at one of the reasons why the
Catholic churches are able to attract
the poor, and the Protestant churches
are not. Catholic priests bave never
descended to those artifices which this
Protestant clergyman justly stigma-
tizes as ** pulpit harlequinade.” They
have been content to preach the gospel
in its simplicity and its power. Poor
people don't go to & church from social
motives. Either they go to worship
or they don't go at all ; and most cer-
tainly those pyrotechnic displays of
pulpit eloquence, touching on all
topics of the day except religion,
which the *‘popular preachers” of
this city are so fond ot giving, are by
no means conducive to a devotional
spirit. For the poor, at ail events,
the strongest attraction the church can
hold out will be found to be the preach-
ing of the Gospel in its simplicity and
power, coupled with such simple yet
fervent worship as can be joined in
alike by the educated and the un-
educated, by the rich and by the poor.
—The New World.

Mary’s Place in Christian Worship.

Since the mournful disruption of the
sixteenth century there have not been
wanting great minds among those
alienated from the Church, who were
able to appreciate the dignity conferred
onMary by the Motherhood of theDivine
Word; and to realize to some extent the
lightin which she should be regarded
by all who believe in her unique dig-
pity. To the poet Wordsworth Mary
is—

i Our tainted nature’s solitary boast.”
Lewis Morris sings of her as—

' The sweet maid mother pure and mild,
The deep love undefiled.”
Aund the same writer says—

* Twn glorious Presences made giad the

earth—
The Stainless Mother and the Eternal Child.”

Shelly addresses a petition to her
which for wealth and beauty of epithet,
and warmth ot devotion, is not sur-
passed by anything that either St. Ber-
nard or St. Alphonsus ever wrote.
The whole petition is exquisitely beau-
tiful,but you will be able to judge of the
whole from a part:—

* Seraph of heaven, too gentle to be human.

Veiling beneath that radiant form of woman

All that i8 insupportable in thee

Of light and love and immortality :

Sweet Beneaiction 1n the eternal curse §

\:ei]eli glory of this lampless universe :

Thou moon beyond the clouds ; thou living
Form

Among the dead : thou Star above the storm :

Thou Wonder, and thou Beauty, and thou
Terror :

Thou Harmony of nature’s art : thou Mirror,

In whom as in the splendor of the sun

all shapes look glorious which thou gazest on,

To the names of Wordsworth andMor-
ris and Shelly, we may add those of
Southey,Longfellow,Byron, Tennysou,
the Brownings, and Coleridge, and
mwany others, who, though not Catholics,
were sufficiently imbued with the
grandeur attaching to Mary's mother-
hood to enable them to realize, more or
less fully, the position she should oc
cupy in Christian worship. They
caught at least a ray of that blaze of
inspiration regarding Mary's glory,
which must have flooded the souls of a
Raphae!, a Murillo a Fra Angelico or a
Michael Angelo, while the canvas
glowed beveath their brush with the
teatures and figures of their Madonnas,
which are at once the admiration of the
world, and the despair of modern art,
—Rev, Dr. O'Loan.

—_———————

Ayer's Sarcaparillaj is not a secret
preparation. Any physician may
have the formula on application. The
sacret of its success as a medicine lies
in its extraordinary power to cleance
the blood of impurities and cure the
most deep-seated cases of blood disease.

There are'a number of varieties of corns,
Holloway's Corn Cure will remove any of
them. Call on your druggist and get a
bottle at once,
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and Baumer's Patent Finish
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PLAIN FACTS FOR FAIR MINDS

This has alarger eale than any book of the
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