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DEPOPULATION.

Few things are fraught with graver
gonsequences to the future of civilized
pations than the alarming decrease in
the birth rate. The Civilta Cattolica of
Rome calls attention to it. Revolution
against gospel, experience against prin-
clple,mlt“ﬁﬂl progress against spiritual
pesignation — these are the centres of
forces arrayed in ‘the modern battle-
geld. Facts are stubborn things., They
tell strange tales and set men thinking.
There is no use denying the state of de-
cadence in civilized society. Neither is
this deplorable condition the illusion of

imism. It is the inexorable evi-
dence of statistics that society isin con-
tinuous numerical decrease by reason of
the deprivation of the family, and
the family is dissolved, iu di-
rect proportion to the
and abandonment of Christian principles
and tradition. The eode of anti-Chris-
tian revolution is the Social Contract.
Yet the Social Contract has not taught
wisdom to society, nor has it brought
goclety baek to that point in the road to
evangelical truth and national greatness,

weakening

Eves of modern economists are closed to
\I;e traditions which prosperous peoples
respect. They waste their efforts to
oreate a new society and follow the
chimeras which are condemned by the
very nature of man. True prosperity
au&ipu'wliv life of nations must rest on
the physical and moral health of the
private lives of individuals composing

them.

Break up the Christian traditions

of Europe, weaken the family by de-
creasing its number or other dissolving
methods, forthwith, society is driven
into disorder and degeneration. In

Holland in the last general elections the
liberal-socialist league was routed by
the Christian coalition of Catholies
and DProtestants, The
the league afterwards expressed itsell
“The

limiting the number of children is in

organ of

upon the subject: practice of
uwe chiefly amougst the non-religious
and more cultured part of the nation,
In a democraey the majority disposes of
the political and parliamentary direc-
tion of a country. If therefore this
direction is not to be reactionary it is
the duty of everybody who has at heart
the interests of our people to see to it
that the most progressive part of the
nation do not put itsell in a minority
compared with the enemies of progress.”
Thus in Holland, a small nation, the
fecundity of the family is in direct pro-
portion to their fidelity to Christian
principles. But sterility is not the
only evil of social apostasy from Chris-
tianity, All the
gradation in public and private life from
juvenile corruption to anarchy and class
hatred, are the natural fruit of this
poisonous  tree.  What
Holland, is to be found still more in
France owing to the
genius and resolute character of
the nation, great in its faults as also
in its virtues. A German
compares the growth of Germany with
the condition of other nations, rivals of
the Empire. This journal calculates
that in twenty years they will have
passed the 80,000,000, The wonderful
increase is attributed especially to
Catholics, among whom the fruitfulness
of marriage is 20 per cent. higher than
among Protestants. In twenty years
Germany will have 83,000,000 of inhab-
itants against France's 40,000,000 and a
national fortune of 600 milliards of francs
when France will have only half that
sum, When the Franco-Prussian war
broke out the two countries were equal,
each having between 38,000,000 and 39-
000,000 of inhabitants. France lost by
war and the cession of Alsace:Lorraine
2,000,000, In 1872 France had 36,000
000 and in 1901 only 39,000,000—while
Germany rose from 41,000,000 in 1871 to
56,000,000 in 1900. In the lsst thirty
years France has been surpassed by
Germany by a third of its population.
In another thirty years the population
of Germany will be twice as grest as
that of France. The causes of this con-
tinued depopulation are due to the pro-
gressive diminution of natality. They
cannot, as in the case of Ireland, Italy
and clsewhere,be attributed to emigra-
tion, for in thirty years the Fremch
emigration does not exoeed 300,000
Persons, Nor can it be alleged that the
fruitfulness of the Latin races has be-
Gome less, beonuse Italy, Spain, Portu-
8al and French Canada prove there is
Do foundation in this. It musé be ad-
itted Franoe is depopulating because
she wishes to. Frence is dying. There
e more eoffins than oradles. The

licentiousness, de-

characterizes

logical

newspaper

Political Society at a Congress this
year referred to it in mournful terms :
“ Unless a remedy be applied, the force
of things will condemn to invasion, to
dismemberment, to slavery, this blessed
land, this fair France, which is madly
depopulating itself, while on the borders
of its already mutilated territory other
populations are visibly growing denser
and seeking for the means of expansion.
We are face to face with a question of
life or death for the of to-
morrow,"”

France

CARDINAL GIBBONS ON EDUCATION
AND RELIGION.

EXCLUSION OF
FROM SCHOOLS AN
BODES MISCHIEF TO

CHILDREN SHOULD
BE PIOUs MEN
CHRISTIANS,

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
EVIL WHICH
OUR COUNTRY
BE TAUGHT TO
AND CONSCIENTIOUS

4
irdinal Gibbons

By (
Eduecation is so comprehensive and
complex a subject that one dares not
pose as a master in all its branches.
For just as nowadays students who are
professors in our divinity sehools are
happy if they can master any one of the
many divisions of Bible study, so my
aim and work, in regard to education,
have been directed chiefly toward relig-
ious education. In that I have spent a
long active service among various
classes in different sections of this
oountry; while I may add, I have also
at least observed the ways and means
for this in flelds afar.

Most may imagine then my regret
and pain at the trend of education to-
day away from religion, as portrayed
not only by the eflects as recorded in
the eolumns of our daily press, where
murders, thefts, lies, &e.,
stick thickly as eurrauts in our Christ-
mas plum pudding, but also by Mr,
Bolee's articles, where one of the im-
mediate canses seems to be unveiled,
i. e., irreligious, materialistic education
in our higher schools

A year ago in the
Times appeared my views on this sub-
and if still there be hope of w
ning the field I am glad again t
the fight for the introduction of religion
into education.

The exclusion of religious teaching
irom our schools is indeed a great evii,
that bodes mischief to our country and
endangers the stability of our Govern-
ment and arises from our mutilated and
defective system of Publie sehool educa-
tion. 1 am persuaded that the popular
errors now existing in reference to edu-
cation spring from @n incorreet notion
of that term. To educate wmeans to
bring out, to develop the intellectual.

divorces,

columus of The

jeet,

moral and religious faculties of the
soul. An education, therefore, that im-

proves the mind and the memory to the
neglect of moral and religious training
is at best but an imperfect systein. Ac-
cording to Webster's definition, to edu-
cate is “ to instill into the mind prin-
ciples of art, science, morals, religion,
and behavior.,” *“To educate,” he says,
“in the arts is important; in religion,
indispensable.”

It is, indeed, eminently useful that
the intellect of our youth should be de-
veloped and that they should be made
familiar with those branches of knowl-
edge which they are afterward likely to
pursue. They can then go forth into
the world, gifted with a well - furnished
mind and armed with a lever by which
they may elevate themselves in the
social scale and become valuable mem-
bers of society. It is also most desir-
able that they should be made acquaint-
ed in the course of their studies with
the history of our country, with the
origin and prineiples of its Government,
and with the eminent men who have
served it by their statesmanship and
defended it by their valor. This knowl-
edge will instruct them in their civie
rights and duties, and contribute to
make them enlightened citizens and de-
voted patriots.

But it is not enough for children to
have a secular education ; they must
receive also a religious training. In-
deed religious knowlege is as far above
human science as the soul is above the
body, as heaven is above earth, as eter-
nity Is above time. The little child
that is familiar with the Christian cate-
chism is really more enlightened on
truths that should come home to every
rational mind than the most profound
philosophers of pagan antiquity, or even
than many of the so-called philosophers
of our own times. He has mastered the
great problem of life. He knows his
origin, his sublime destiny and #he
means of attaining it, a knowledge that
no human science can impart without
the light of revelation.

God has given us a heart to be formed
to virtue, as well as a head to be en-
lightened. By secular cducation we
improve the mind ; by religious treain-
ing we direct the heart.

1t is not suficient, therefore, $o kmow
how to read and write, to undersésnd
the rudiments of grammar and asith-
metio. It does not suffice to know that
two and two make four ; we musé pree-
tically learn also the great distanee

between time and eternity. The
knowledge of bookkeeping is nod
sufficient unless we are (mught

180 how to balance our accounds dally
between our conscience and our God.
It will profit us little to understaad all
about the diurnal and annual motioas of
the earth, unless we add to $his sclenee
some heavenly sstronomy. We sheuld
know and feel that our future home ie
to be beyond the stars of heaven, snd
that, if we lead a virtuous life here, we
shall “ shine as stars for all eternity.”

We want our ohildren to reeeive an
education thet will make them mot caly
learned, but plows men. We wand them
to be mot only polished membees of

President of the Aoademy of Mersl snd

tians. We desire for them a training
that will form their hearts as well as ex-
pand their mind. We wish them to be
not only men of the world, but gbove all,
men of God.

A knowledge of history is most useful
and important for the student. He
should be acquainted with the lives of
those illustrious heroes that founded
empires—of those men of genius that
enlightened the world by their wisdom
and learning and embellished it by their
works of art.

BBut is it not more important to learn
something of the King of Kings Who
created 41l these kingdoms, and by Whom
kings reign ? Is it not more important
to study the Unereated Wisdom before
Whom all earthly wisdom is folly, and to
admire the works of the Divine Artist
Who paints the lily and gilds the clouds?
If, indeed, our souls were to die with
the body, if we had no existence beyond
the grave, if we had no aceount to render
to God for our actions, we might more
easily dispense with the catechism in
our schools. Though even then Chris-
tian morality would be a fruitful souree
of temporal blessings; for as the
Apostle teaches, * Piety is profitable to
all things, having promise of the life
that now is, and of thut which is to
come.,"”

But our youth cherish the hope of be-
coming one day citizens of heaven as
well as of this land. And as they can-
not be good citizens of this coun'ry
without studying and observing its laws,
neither can they become citizens of
heaven unless they know and practice
the laws of God. Now, it is ouly by a
good religious education that we learn
to know and to fulfil our duties toward
our Creator.

The religious and secular education of
our children cannot be divorced from
each other without inflicting a fatal
wound upon the soul. The usual conse-
quence of sueh a separation is to para-
lyze the moral faculties and to foment a
spirit of indifference in matters of faith.
Education is to the soul what food is to
the body. The milk with which the in-
fant is nourished at its mother’s breast
feeds not only its 1 1, but per
meates at the same time its heart and
the other organs of the body. In like
manner, the intellectual and moral
growth of our children should go hand
in hand : o' herwi their education is
and f and often

e
mentary,

shallow

proves a curse instead of 2 blessing

Piety is not to be put on like a holi-
day drv.-.«v to be wern on state occasions,
but it is to be exhibited in our conduct
at all times. Our youth must put in
practice every d+y the commandments
of God, as well as the rules of g=ammar
and arithmetic. How can they familiar-
ize themselves with these sacred duties
if they are not daily inculcated?

Guizot, an eminent Protestant writer
of France, expresses himself so clearly
and foreibly on this point that I cannot
forbear quoting his words: *In order,”
he says, “to make proper education
truly good and socially useful it must
be fundamentally religious, * * *
It is necessary that national education
should be given and received in the
midst of a religious atmosphere, and
that religious impressions and religious
observances should penetrate into all
its parts. Religion is not a study or an
exercise, to be restricted to a certain
place or a certain hour; it is a faith and
a law which ought to be felt every-
where, and which, after this manner
alone, can exercise all its beneficial
influence upon our mind and ovr life.”
In this country the citizens happily
enjoy the largest liberty. But the wider
the liberty the more eflicient should be
the safeguards to prevent it from being
abused and degenerating into license.
The ship that is destined to sail on a
rongh sea and before s'‘rong winds
should be well ballasted. To keep the
social planet within its proper orbit,
the centripetal force of religion should
counterbalance the centrifugsl motion
of free thought. The only effectual way
to preserve the blessings of civil free-
dom within legitimate bounds is to in-
culcate in the mind of youth while at
school the vircues of truth, justice, hon-
esty, temperance, self-denial, and those
other fundamental duties comprised in
the Christian code of morals.

The catechetical instructions given
once & week ‘n our Sunday schools,
though productive of very beneficial
results, are insuflicient to supply the
religious wants of our children. They
should, as far as possible, breathe every
day a healthy, religious atmosphere in
those schools in which not only is their
mind enlightened, but the seeds of faith,
piety, and sound morality are nourished
and invigorated. By what principle of
justice can you store their mind with
earthly knowledge for several hours
each day, while their heart, which re-
quires far more cultivation, must be
content with the paltry allowance of a
fow weekly lessons ? (1 ® ' ommmgt

Nor am1 unmindfal of the blessed in-
fluence of & home education, and especi-
ally of 2 mother's tutelage. As she is
her ehild’s first instruotor, her lessons
are the most deep and lasting. The in-
timate knowledge she has soquired of
her child's character by counstant inter-
eeurse, the tender love subsisting be-
tween them, and the unbounded confl-
dence placed in her by her pupil, impart
to her instructions a force aand convic-
tlon which no other teacher csa hope to
win.

But hew many mothers have not the
time to devote to the education of their
ohildren | How many mothers have not
the capacity ! How many, slas! have
not the inclination !

And granting even that the mother
hae done her duty, the child's training
does not end with the mother, but it will
be supplemented by a curriculum in
other schools. And of what avail is a
xother's toll if the seeds of falth that

room from which the sun of religion is
rigidly excluded ?

Therefore whatever lessons I have
learned from reading, study, reflection,
and experience, at home and abroad, dur-
ing many years, more and more convinee
me of the need of religious teaching in
our various institutions of education.
Year cries to year as they pass me by,
example to example, sin to sln ; all
write in flaming letters the one deep
need, the one psnacea, the most univer-
sal and far-reaching remedy for our
bleeding body politie, our sin-sick
mother land “Let religion iu tle
schools.” And when I say religion, I
mean religion—not sentimentality, not
philanthropy, not haze, not dreams, but
religion ; deep, high, supernatural, prac-
tical,

That this can be done and not offend
the particular beliefs of each reasonable
group of believers, I think to be possi-
ble, practicable. God grant that
America mav soon see the dawn of this
happy day !  JAMes CArD. GIBRONS,
N. Y. Times Sept. 11,

FAITH AND REASON

Mr. Groh : “ Consequently, ought not
every man equally hear all sides of every
question on every religion first, before
deciding which is right, and which to
promote, for fear of otherwise accepting
and promoting the wrong instead ol the
right 2"

This looks plausible, but as a prin
ciple it imposes on man an endless
task and leaves him intellectually
unsettled during his passage across this
present state of existence. The vast
majority of mankind have no time to put
it into praetice ; they must work to
live. No man—not excepting the great
philosophers of all time—ever came to a
knowledge of all truth through investi-
gating all errors.

To begin he would have to know what
error is. And sinee error is no more or
less than truth distorted, he would have
to know truth undistorted, as the
rd of his judgment before he could

recognize or know a distortion of if,
Then before he ean discover an error he
must know the truth of whieh that error

is a distortion. And if he knows the
truth his question is ended, and he ean
let error pass by with impunity. When
you know the true form of your face by
econsulting a true mirror you need not
squander your time g‘nlin" at vour dis-
torted face in a distorted mirror. DBut
if you never saw the perfeet mirror—
the truth—yon would never know the
distorted one was distorted; and as a
consequence you would have to believe
that your face was that of a monster.
It is clear then that you must know the
truth before youare competent to deter-
mine what is error.
Before you can judge of the truth or
beauty of anything you must have in
your mind a true standard of truth or
beauty : as to judge correctly of your
face you must have a true mirror.
Your mind or reason cannot make this
standard, as your eyes cannot make a
mirror. The true standard must be pre-
sented to the mind before it can judge;
as 'the true glass must be placed before
the eyes before they can see the true
features,
Sinee such a stsndard or eriterion of
truth is absolutely necessary to reason,
and sinee without it reason cannot know
the truth when it shines in its face, it
follows that a supremely wise Creator
did not create man's mind and leave it
like a feather in an inconstant wind, in-
capable of directing itsell towards or
coming to a knowledge of the truth ex-
cept by mere accident ; did not leave it
without a certain means to acquire the
truths he requires it to believe asa con-
dition of future happiness after the
vicissitudes of this life have passed
away.
It is an imp=achment of divine wisdom
and justice to say or think that God
requires man to believe certain truths
and yet leaves him no means to come to
a knowledge of them.
Let us now illustrate your theory.
Assuming that you are a sick man.
Your friends call a physician. But
when he prepares to apply remedies
you halt him to say that you want to
take no risks. You want time to ex-
amine the olaims of the various schools
of medicine, ancient and modern, and
every question ever raised about them ;
you want to examine the medicinal
qualities and curative virtues of every
vegetable that grows and every mineral
in the earth, known and unknown; you
want to study physiology, diagnosis and
prognosis that you may know your act-
ual condition and the probability of
your recovery. And finally you want to
study therapeutios to apply intelligent-
ly the remedies. You want to know all
these things to prevent mistakes. You
would say, dootor, I want to borrow
yo v library. I will send my two-horse
wa on for she books, a couple of loads
wlll fetch them. After studying them
all—for you know they must all be
heard—I will determine whether you
are the dootor I want.
But what about the pain In your
stomach in the meantime asks the doo-

tor.

“ Oh, it is terrible ; but I must take no
risks, I musé grin and bear it till I have
made a full eourse of medical studies.”

What would the doctor say to you for
thes putting your theory into practice?
He would very likely tell you that he
was not the kind of dootor you meeded,
that your head was more disordered
than your stomach, and that the doctor
from the lunatic ssylum was the kind of
practitionee you needed.

Now if your eonduct in the ease of
siokness would be considered as evidence
that your headpiece was “off-trolley,”
would i8 not be considered “ off-trolley ”

ligion ?

soslety, bt also ecuseltentious Ohsle-

she has planted attain a sickly growth
In the cheoriess atmosphere of & sehool-

if the ense wems ome of theology or re-

If it were the latter cese you would

world on religion. You would have to
learn the Chinese language to study tho
doetrines of Koang-Fu-Tzee—Latiized
Confucius—then the languages of Iudia
to study the doctrines of Guatama
Buddha and Lao-Tzu. The languages of
Africa as weoll as the religions would be

Have you ever thought of deing this ?
Of eourse not, and you will never do it ;
and no man ever has done it or ever
will do it, because no man ean doit.

Such is the principle you lay down as
the way to truth.—The New York Free-

A BOOMERANG.

Rev. . F. Brannan, the widely known
Texas missionary, who has beeun sue-
cessively s mavor of a
Southern eity, soldier in the Confederate
army and priest, relates the following
incident in a letter to the Southern
Messenger :
I was giving a mission in a certain
town in Texas, and I noticed the
Catholies seemed to be distant and re-
served toward me. 1 knew something
was wrong, and | took oneof them to one
side and said:
“What's the matter here? Something
is wrong, and I've got to know what it
it. What is it?"
“Well, Father, I don't like to tell it."”
“You raust tell it. It must be very
bad if you ean't tell it. And if you
won't tell it, is it because you believe
it?”
“Well, Father, it's an awful charge,
but it's all over town that you—you
you 4

“Go ahead; what isit?”
“That you have been in the peniten-
tiary?"”
Then I laughed and said to myself,
“Won't I get even with these liurs to-

night?” After I heard of this

lawyar, editor

city of the offense.

I ha't a great erowd in the court house,

silent asa graveyard at midnight. The
older Protestants, whose
defective, leaned over with a hand to
one ear. The climax of the intensest
expectancy was reached. Then I pro-
ceeded as follows:

“I understand that it is currently re-
ported in your city that I been an in-
mate of the State penitentiary. There
onee lived a man in my town whose
name, was pronounced like mine,
but, I am glad to say, spelt differ-
ently. He was Superintendent of Public
schoo's in my country. He was caught
appropriating the money of the school
fund to his own personal use. He was
indicted by a grand jury and sent to
the State penitentiary. e was not
only a convicted school superintendent,
but he was a Protestant preacher be-
sides! There's your man. Now, how do
you feel?”

Afther the explosion of this shell and
the dead and wounded got back to life, I
threw in the hot shot of Catholic truth
to them for about two hours, and not a
man or woman left until it was all over.

LORD RIPON'S CATHOLICITY.

Writing in the Independent of the late
Lord Ripon, Justin MeCarthy says of
the distinguished nobleman :

In 1874 he became a convert to the
Catholic Church and the impression of
most observers at the time was that this
decision must change for him the whole
course of his public career and c'ose
against him the doors of ministerial
office from that time forth. It would
indeed have mattered little to Lord
Ripon if bis conscientious deeision had
brought with it such exclusion. But
there were statermen in England who
held more exalted and in the true sense
more ahsolutely religious views than
those, and among these statesmen was
Mr. Gladstone who appreciated all the
morasincere religious devotion in others
because his devotion to his own form of
faith was absolutely sincere., Glad-
stone came back to oflice and power
after Lord Ripon's adoptlon of the Cath
olio faith, and in 13880 he as Prime Min
ister appointed Lord Ripon to be Gover-
nor-General of India. The rule of the
new viceroy made itself one of the mem-
orable chapters in the history of the
British government there, and will
always be held in honor by all who ap-
preciate the true principles of Indian
administration.

Lord Ripon was ever a philanthropist
in the true sense of the word,and he
consistently and energetioally lent his
help on behalf of suffering animals as
well as of suffering human belngs. My
Irish fellow countrymen in the United
States will hardly need to be reminded
that he was s thorough supporter of Ire-
land's olaim to the right of national self
government.

And this great nobleman, be it re
membered was s Catholle of the hum-
blest and most devous $ype, loving to
practioe the sweet and simple devotions
in wbich Catholics of all kinds and of
all times have found a way $o the heart
of Jeeus and His Blessed Mother. His
scholarship, his statesmanship, his high
position as a peer of England and a
member of the British Cabinet, did not
prevent him from being s loyal som of
the Ctholiec Church. What s lesson his
life contains for some of us who imagine
that we are either too highly - pleced
or %00 educated to bother muoh about
being faithful so the teashings of that
Church into whose communion we have

have to study sH the Mterature of the

during the

1614
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Fro \
The Lamp of Poor Souls,

\bove my head the shields are stained
with rust,

The wind has taken his spoil, the
moth his part, o

a great trouble to you; but you tell us Dust of dead men beneath my knees, and

they should all be equally heard. Then dust,

you would have to study the polemical Lord, in my heart,

literature, perhaps half a-dozen ship 2

loads, Lay Thou the hand of faith upon my
lears

The priest has prayed, ti
has rung,

But not for him. O

He was so young !

silver bell

inforgotten tears,

\ Shine little lamp, nor let thy light er
man's Journal, ‘duu. ' P
- —————————— Into what vast dread dreams, what

lonely lands,

Into what griefs hath death delivered
him,

Far from my hands ?

Cradled is he, with half his prayers for-
got

I cannot learn the level way he goes.

He whom the harvest hath remembered
not

Sleeps with the rose,

Shine, little lamp, fed with sweet oil of
prayers ;

Shine, little lamp, as God's own eyes
may shine, :

When He treads softly down His starry
stairs

And whispers “ Thou art Mine,"”

Shine, little lamp, for love hath fed thy
gleam,

Sleep, little soul, by God's own hands
set free.

Cling to His arms and sleep, and sleep-
ing, dream,

And dreaming, look for me,
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CATHOLIC NOTES.

At his own expense the

accusa Holy Father
tion, I heralded it all over town that I | is about to restore the flooring at St.
would explain how it wa They were | Peter's.  Its estimated cost is $20,000,
led to believe that I had pleaded guilty, I'rom Austria comes the news that
and intended to present some extenuat- | the late Right Rev. Dr. Doyle, the
ing eireumstances to mitigate the atre- | Catholie wp of Lismore, New South

Wales, left an estate valued at 35 cents

vo hundred thousand persons took
Every inch of o was oceupied, W1
,wvery inca of space was occeupled. hen | part in the recent Fucharistic proces-
[ arose to speak everything was as|sion at the Cologne Congress. In

London last vear 100,000 persons parti-

hearing was | cipated.

A noteworthy feature of the reception
f eleven candidates into the order of

the Sisters of Providence at St. Mary's
of the Woods, Ind., last Sunday, was the

profession of twin sisters,
Mary Hastings of Chicago.

Anna and

It costs $9,000 a year to keep up the

monastery of St. Bernard in the Alps.
Over 30,000 persons cross the mountains
at St. Bernard's every year, and were it

not for the Hospice hundreds would be
lost in the great snows which set in in

September.

The most eloquent speech delivered
Eucharistic Congress in
Cologne was that of Bourke Cockran,
the Irish American orator at the meet-
ing of the Irish seetion on Thursday,
August Hth, in St Michael's Association
Hall, The flery eloquence of the
speaker elicited the most enthusiastie
applause.
One of the most interesting Pontifical
deerees of this month is that concerning
the hope which the Holy See entertains
of the conversion of the Japanese Empire
to the Catholic Faith. This decree
grauts an indulgence under the usual
conditions to those who pray for the
conversion of the people of Japan, a pro-
jeet which bas oeccupied the mind of
Pius N, since his accession to the Chair
of St. Peter.
The Paris Univers states that the
oldest priest in the world is Father
Gadenne, in the diocese of Cambray.
Ho was born in Lille, and jbaptized
there on April 10, 1806, He was
ordained priest at the age of
twenty-six, on June 11, 1832 and has
been cure of Maches, near Donnes, since
1846. So this venerable priest has been
laboring in God's vineyard for seventy-
seven years, and has attained the ripe
old age of one hundred and three
years.
The layman’s retreat movement in
New York is proving popular beyond
the hopes of its promoters. The third
week end retreat at Fordham Univer-
sity, which elosed Monday morning,
was attended by forty men, represent-
ing all that could be accomodated with
the present limited facilities, but only a
small proportion of those who applied.
It is intended to erect a permanent
home to those who take part in these
retreats. It will give accomodation to
s largely inoreased number.

A dispateh from St. Louis Tuesday
gave ap interesting interview on Dr.
Cook's discovery of the North Pole by

the noted Jesuit astronomer, Rev.
Charles M. Cherropin, S. J., of St.

Iruls Unlversity. *I consider Dr.
Jook she real discoverer of the North
Pole,” sald Father Charropin. “Com-
mander Peary deserves credit for his
werk and hardships, but Dr. Cook’s
records have made me a bellever in
him. Even if Dr. Cook missed the pole
by & fow miles by inaccurate readings, I
oonsider him the real discoverer.”

Dr. Sarah Hackett Stevenson, who
died reeen:ly at St. Elizabeth Hospital,
Chicago, was one of the first women to
take up the study of medicine and to
practice the profession. She was the
first woman to become a member of the
Awerican Medical Aseociation, having
been eleoted to that honor in 1876,
Some yeams ago Dr. Stevenson was at-
trected to the Catholie Church. She
studied it thoroughly and was finally
reseived, and, after settling her prop-
erty aflaire, catered S4. BMtivaboth Hoee

been baptized !

pital where she died.




