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DANGERS CF VENIAL BIN.

1 kpow thy works. that thou art neither
hot nor ccld. (Apocalypse ill, 15)

It is plain that these words of Holy
Writ describe a person in the state of
venial sin ; or rather one who is in that
state wilfully and quite careless about it,
Now, my brethren, I do pot wish to
make you scrupulous, but there is no
mistake about this; all experience shows
that persons careless of venial sins are
pratty sure to slip down into mortal
sins. Indeed (on the other hand );
about the only ones who mapage to
keep clear of mortal sins are those who
are fearful of falling into venial sins.
Save the pennies and the dollars will
take care of themselves ; or, waste the
pennies and the dollars will waste them
selves. Scripture applies this as
follows , *‘ He that despiseth small
things shall fall little by little.”” Ifone
keeps the dogs and goats out of the
garden the cows will have small chance
to get in. Keep a watch on the venial
sins and the mortal sins will keep out
of sight.

And does it not stand to reason that,
if one is habituated to look keenly after
little sins, it is morally impossible for
bim to be carried away by great sins ?
If you are anxious and distressed be-
cause your soul seems less pure, less
boly, less beautiful than it ought to be,
with what horror will you be filled at
the bare thought of becoming a regu-
lar slave of the evil spirit ? And how
much easier is it, brethren, to keep a
sharp lookout for a few little trifles,
rather than to be always running the
risk of eternal woe !

And now I will tell you of some of

those who are full of venial sins, and
pretty sure to be sooner or later in a
state of mortal sin. Those who are
content with their Ea:ter duty—a soul
content with a spiritual meal once in
twelve months cannot have very vigor
ous spiritual health or a very strong
appetite for divine things. Those who
are often late for Mass—once in a
while they will miss it altogether, and
for no particular reason, except that
they feel it a great bore to have to do
anything for the love of God. Those
who continually neglect their morning
prayers ; even though they make an
effort to say their night prayers, they
have omitted deliberately the most
necessary religions act of the day.
Those who are addicted to idleness ;
for that is one of the worst occasions ol
sin, both mortal and venial. Those
who are stingy, especially to their near
relatives and the poor ; to love money
is to love sometning our Lord has a
great contempt for. Those who are
touchy and resentful ; for they cannot
live in peace with anybody, and peace
is necessary for our spiritual welfare.
Those who tell improper stories, and
are fond of hearing others do it ; but as
to this class, | am not sure but that
they are in mortal sin already : ‘‘Can
» man put fire in his bosom and not be
burned ?”’ Those who are fond of
gossip ; for God will not permit us to
trifle with our neighbor's good name,
and gossipers and tale bearers are often
not in mortal sin, only because, ma ici-
ous as they are, they are just as stupid.
Those who, though they don't get
drnnk, yet hang around saloons, and
those who are fond of drinking and
treating : and this is a case, my breth-
ren, where only judgment -day will tell
where venial sin ends and mortal sin
begins.

Dear brethren, the only really safe
way of dealing with God is the gener
ous way. Arouse yourself with high
and noble motives to be a real friend of
God, faithful and true in things little
as well as great, and religion will seem
something new and ever so much pleas
anter to you. Otherwise you will not
have the comfort of being sure of God's
friendship at all. You may be like an
old lady who once told me very sorrow-
fully about how her daughter died, *‘I
was watching at her bedside,’’ she said,
“‘and, after a long spell of suffering, she
dropped off at last into a gentle slum-
ber. 1 turned down the lamp and
stepped softly into the next room, wait
ing to hear her call me when she woke
up. An hour passed, another hour, a
third, and still she slept on. Finally
the doctor came, and s0 we had to wake
her up. But oh! when we came to the
bedside we found her dead, cold and
dead, while I thought her asleep.'”” So
your soul may seem to you only sleep
ing, only lukewarm in God's service,
only careless abont your religious
duties ; whereas it may be all the time,
if not in the very state of spiritual
death—mortal sin—at least in the tor
por which goes before it.

TALKS ON RELIGION.

PRAYER AND THE SACRAMENTS,
The talks on Divine Grace should
heve impressed upon our readers the
fact that we cannot take a step towards
salvation without God's belp. ** With
out me yon can do nothing,"” He gives
us the power to make a beginning and
then imparts strength for us to per
goevere. ‘' For it is God who worketh
in you both to will and to accomplich
according to His good will.'" (Phil, ii,
13)
Those who seek an end must, if in
earnest, seek the means necessary to
attain it. The dosire to be saved im
plies the seeking of the means of salva-
tion. Prayer and the Sacraments are
the means the channels of divine
grace. ‘‘Every best and every perfeot
gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of Lights, with Whom there
is no change nor shadow of alteration.”
(St. James i, 17.)

Our Saviour taught the prayer
“Give us this day our daily bread.”
This bread means not only the food
necessary -to support the body, but
also the spiritual food, the grace of
God, which is essentially necossary for
the life of our souls.

Prayer and the Sacraments are in
tended to supplement each other and
to work together. There are excep-
tional cases in which God will supply
all that is needed to prayer alone ; as
for instance, when the Sacraments can-
not be received. In the same way

will confer grace without prayer, as
for instance on Infants who are baptiz
ed and on sick people who are uncon-
scious when they receive Extreme
Unection.

The exceptions should not be taken
for the rule. A person who would fre-
quently receive the Sacraments but
who would pray very little or very
carelessly, would receive very scanty
graces and would be in great danger of
receiving the Sacraments unworthily.
Then persons who might pray much
and be neglectful and cold, in receiv-
ing the Sacraments would probably
find few answers to their prayers.

The means which God gives us to
obtain grace will be efficacious if we do
our part properly. Some people may
say that they do not get any great
graces from the Sacraments—that their
Confession and Communion produces
very little fruit. The reason, gener-
ally, is that they say few prayers, make
a burried preparation and a harried
and careless thanksgivieg. Every
eflect has a cause ; luke-warmness or
coldness do no. spring from the Sacra-
ments or from prayer, but from the
lack of preparation on the part of those
whose hearts are far from God.

Prayer and the Sacraments are in s
sense dissimilar, though both are the
means of grace. Prayer is the univer-
sal channel of divine grace while the
Sacraments are essentially external.
There are wany external things con-
nected with prayer, as books, rosaries,
plctures and people joining in public
prayer, but prayer iteelf is quite in-
terior—it is ‘‘the raising up of the
the wind and heart to God."” Our
Lord taid of those who fail in this :
“This people honor Me with their lips,
but their heart is far from Me.”” St.
Matt. xv, 8. The scaffolding is im
portant, but it is erected only as a
means to raise the walls and to con
struct the building. 8o books, and
beads, and pictures are means to raise
the heart to God. The builder is
foolish who is particular about his
seaffolding and who is careless about
the walls and the building proper.
External aids to devotion are very
important and few can get along with-
out them and it is well to use the best
form of prayers and indulgenced devo-
tions, but we should not forget that
they are to be used as means to raise
our hearts to God.

Prayer is a general source of grace.
It is a road to every rational creature
no matter how poor or how unknown
the supplicant may be. ** The prayer
of Him that humbleth himself shall
pierce the clouds, and until it come
nigh he shall not be comforted. and it
will not part until the Most High be-
hold. (Exodus xxxv, 21.)

The Sacraments are the special en-
dowments of God's Church®— the spec-
ial means of grace which our Lord has
established to supplylthe wants of those
who are the members of the Church he
has established. ‘‘In that day there
shall be a fountain open to the house of
David and to the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem.” ( Zach. xiii, 1.) The Sacra
ments are thus open fountains or the
seven springs of the one great tountain
of grace, the Most Precious Blood of
our Lord, reserved exclusively for
those who have become members of the
Church of Christ by baptism. Baptism
is the door, and there is no other door
by which men can be admitted to the
sacraments.

By the right of creation and redemp-
tion, we are the chiidren of God. We
are His children in a higher sense by a
spiritual adoption as members of that
corporate body which He has estab
lished on earth, and it is as members
of that body that we have a right to
the grace of the sacraments. Those
who are not of the Church can pray.
God gives them the grace to pray, and
He hears their prayers or else there
would be no way open for their con-
version. He gives them sufficient
grace according to these needs and the
disposition of their hearts, but they
cannot be partakers of the special grace
of the sacraments because these are the
fountains ** open ' and provided ooly
for those who are actual and active
members of the Church of Christ — for
Catholies.— Catholic Universe.

THOSE PILGRIM FATHERS,
John D. Rockefeller has again taken
to preaching. The beanties of the Bible
and the glories of the United States as
a place of freedom were the themes

upon which he has just re awakened
to eloguence. Meanwhile over in
Atlantic eity the methods of his

Standard Oil Company indriving others
out of business and corrupting oflicials
s0 that they may wink at violations of
the test law for illnminating oil are
under indictment. Still it is good to
find a rich man so disposed to grace as
to be moved to preach the beauties of
the Gospel. While there is oil there is
hope, since

While the lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return,

provided he return the money he has
acquired by unserupulous methods of
making it.

In addressing the Sunday school chil
dren at Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Rocke
feller dwelt inspiringly upon the pris-
tine virtues. **This country,” he said,
‘““has grown to its present strength
from the strength of a few Puritan
Fathers, who first settled here. 1t was
this spirit of the Pilgrims, this love of
truth, respaet for it, the desire for right
living, which laid the massive founda-
tion of the United States.

Mr, John D, Long, former Secretary
of the Navy, speaking on this very sub
jeet at the First Church of Plymouth,
Mass., on the tercentenary of the Pil-
grim Fathers, differed very widely in
his estimates of those ** saints."’

*The saints in Plymouth Colony can
be counted on the fingers,”’ he said.
‘“Some of the very elect, were false to
their trust and used their positions to
feather their own nests—falser to their
trast than any president of a modern
insurance company. Within the first
decade social vices infested the com-
munity ; drunkenness, bickering, slan-
der, licentiousness and even orimes
azainst nature were common. All this

there are times when the Sacraments

Tiny abies

grow into big, rosy, sturdy
children on Nestlé’s Food.
It agrees with baby’s deli-
cate stomach — nourishes
baby’s fragile system—pro-
tects baby against colic and
cholera infantum —and
brings baby safely through
the dreaded *‘second sum-
mer.”’

Nestle’s Food

is a perfect substitute for
mother’s milk,

Write fora FREE SAM-
PLYE—enough for 8 meals.
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THE DIFFERENCE IS ONLY ONE
OF DEGREE.

One of the bardest tasks which fali
to the lot of the clercy in partienlap
and those interested iu Catholic eda-
cation in general, is that of convine.
ing some Catholic parents of the dan-
gers besetting the faith of their sons
who attend non Catholic colleges.
The difficulty, bowever, lies wholly
with the parents and consists in the
fact that they do not wi:h to be con
vine d of the truth,

Perhaps the institution which fos-
ters the createst danger in this direc
tion is the University of Chicago,
B ptist. Rev. Dr. John Shas of the
seccnd Presbyterian Church, Phila-
delphia, in a recent address in that
city characterized its students as
““the most irreligious '’ he had ever
wet. This is a very severe indict-
ment evidently so considered by the
authorities of the iuvstituticn for they
entered a vigorous protest against the
charge.

Evidently, however, Dr. Shaw knew
what he was talking about. Proot of
the fact is fourd in the columns of the
Cnicago Chronicle, which spreads the
unsavory repitation of the University.
Commenting n a recent issue on the
statement of Dr. Shaw, it says that
Dr. Shaw ought to be a good judge

with the early Plymouth Colony."

and William Penn.

the aborigine owned.
“live and let live."”

let live'’

Catholic Standard and Times.

THE FEDERATION!

ously forcible and lucid.

which inspire our hearts.’

ion, the Bishop said :

ruled by

power nor position.’*

this whole scheme of Federation :

the redress of great wrongs

of the country. It represents
fearlessly proclaims Catholic

tions of the day.”’— Ave Marie.

A Protestant chapel

priests and accepted.

of Baltimore.
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THE BEAUTIFUL WOMEN,

Chicago Tribune,

And carricd the woes of the sad and lone
And comfortod many

But somewhere the record is fairly kep

I'o do their work in the

Master's way.

r
desire for the weed in a few days,
mi aicine, and only
tongue with it ocoasionally.

Price §2

his remedy for the liquor hablt
inexpenslve home treatment

business, and a certainty of cure.

took place in a community of very
limited numbers. No New Epgland

street Toronte, Canada,

village of to day need fear comparison

The eolonists who brought the vir.
tues of Christian living, civie liberty
and popular government here were
those who came with Lord Baltimore
They did not
preach the doctrine that a dead Indian
was a good Indian, or that it was right
to take without payment the land that
They did not
fly from one persecution only, like the
Pilgrims, to set up another, but to
“To live and
is not exactly understood
nowadays by moralists of the Rocke.
feller type, who rather follow the ways
of the Pilgrim Fathers.— Philadelphia

MOVEMENT.

Among a number of notable utter-
ances at the recent convention, in
Buffalo, New York, of the Federated
Catholic Societies, the sermon of Bishop
Canevin, of Pittsburg, was conspicu-
‘ Oar
strength,’’ he declared, ** does not con-
sist in numbers, or in flery speeches, or
ringing resolutions, or vehement pro-
tests, so much as in the Christian char-
acter of the men behind the declar-
ations, and the religion and patriotism

Discussing the province and work of
the laity in progress of our holy relig-

** We wish our laymen to be apostles.
We wish them to conquer by the good
example and strong argument of the
Christian virtnes which adorn their
lives and rule their words and actions.
Poor men, even obscure men, filled
with the spirit of Christianity, and
its influence and laws—men
formed upon the catechism and preach-
ing of the word—will, by their very
presence, command a veneration and
respect which is elicited neither by

And here is a sucecinet definition of
** It means the union of Catholies of

every race and language in the United
States for the preservation of Christian

principle and the progress and
elevation of men to higher spir-
ftual  life and wore  unselfish

citizenship ; it means that we stand
together for the defence of right and
in the
family, in the school, in the social,
economie, eivil, or political conditions
and
publie
opinion on the most important ques-

A Retreat in a Protestant Chapel.

is an unusual
place in which to hold a priests’ retreat.
This year the annual retreat of the
clergy of the Scranton diocese was con
ducted at Glen Summit Springs, Pa
The only available building at
Springs was the Kpiscopalian chapel,
the use of which was tendered to the
The retreat was
preached by Rev. I'. X. Brady, S.

One woman wen! out on the way of shame
And the wide world marveled and read her

name,
And praised her beauty, and gaped

choered,

When light and flattering, she appeared
Bu! onelittle weman, in hodden gray,
Wentout to the suffering night and day,
And never for her was the trump of fame
And nevera cheer ag she went or came,
One woman went out on the path of lies
And the whole world praised her It

tr

oyes,
And paused and listened when she won

apoak,

And marked the roses that graced her che
But one little woman, in dingy black,
Wentidown where the weary were on Lhe rac

and was unknowr

One woman set foot on the road of wrong,

I'hey blazoned her deeds in a joyous song

I'hat told of her daring, her charm and wit,

And the world went humming and singing i ¢
But one little woman, in homely gown,

Went secking for sorrow about the town

And emiles came to gladden where sho

LOArs
But nover for her were the thrilling choers

Unless at his task the angel slept,

And doubtleas there, when the warder re
I'ne besutiful tale of the golden deeds,
In shining levters will stand each name
Of these little women who had no fame
'ifwl who went patiently day by day

And furtherjthan all of the outmost suns
Will ring the names of the Beautiful Ones,

Tobc and Liur Bais

loTaggart’s tobaccoremedy removes all
A vegeba
requires touching th

Truly marvelous are the resnits from {aking
Is & salo and
, 1o hypodermi

injcetions, no publicity, no loss of time from

Address or consult Dr, McTaggart, 75 Yonge

of such matters, as he lived for many
years in New York before he came to
Chieago, and is well acquainted with
the religions atmosphere of all the
great universities, but he was safe in
making his remarks anyway, becanse
tle leading Baptist authorities have
#aid the same things and worse.” .8
This ought to settle the matter so
far as the institution in question is
concerned. But Catholic parents
should remember that what is true of

the University of Chicago is also
true in some measure of all non-
Catholic institutions of learning. The
diffearence is only one of degree. The

dangers are identical. gon.

The Catholic student in these schools
is inoculated with the germs of irre
ligion principally in two ways. First
by assoeiations, : nd, secondly, by text-
books. At the very best the former
are religions indifferents, while many
of the latter are colored with the
thoughts of their infidel and atheistic
compilers. And it will not be denied
that a great many of our Catholic
young men are affected by these in
fluences. Their after-graduation life
is the best evidence.

What, then is the conclusion for
Catholic parents ? In the briefest
possible words it is, keep jyour sons
out of such institations,—Church Pro-
gress.

A letter containing $1,653 was left
at the Blshop’s house, Sherbrooke,
Quebec, the other day. The accom-
paning document explained that the
money, which had been stolen, had
been returned under the seal of con-

the parish priests.

fession by the culprit, through one of

the
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Sceure a lease of life, hence it is
important that attention be given
in time to matters of great conse-
quence to your dependents. A
most important business tran«action
which the prudent man atrends to
in time, that is while he is still in
good health, is to secure a policy of
life insurance in a strong company,
such as the

North American Life

Assurance Company ?

e

.

It takes very little to leave
dependents well provided for,
by means of life insurance, but
every day's delay adds doubt to
your ability to procure a policy.
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t progressive financial institutions.

Sin is the only obstacle which ime-
pedes the progress to heaven. Bat
those who have frequent recourse to
the Sacrament of Penanceand the Holy
Euncharist seldom meet with any ob
stacles.

** One may go on in an easy frame of
wind, keeping the commandments and
approaching the Sacraments, little
realizing that his standing with God
may depend largely upon what he does
to save other men's souls.’’




