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WESTERN CLARION

Lesson 21.

FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR AND THE PARIS
, COMMUNE.

v PETER T. LECKIE

HE vacant throne of Spair was giving con-
- I cern to Eunropean chancelleries. At last the
Spanish ministry found a suitable candidate
in Prinee Leopold of Germany. This candidate was

obnoxious to France and when this prince of the

Hoheuzollerns consented, a storm of protest broke
out m the French press. Of course we are told
what the press says ‘‘is public opinion.”’

Lounis Napoleon’s exploits in Mexico had proven
a miserable fiasco. The opposition was gaining
power and Napoleon felt he could gain his popular-
ity by a victorious war against the Germans. Under
pressure of forcign powers Spain was foreed to with-
draw the offer which she had made. and Leopold re-
nounced his candidacy through his father King Wil
liam I. The French Ambassador was commanded to
obtain from King Wiliam a declaration that the can.
diday of Leopold of Hohenzollern would never be
supported again. The king refused to confer with
the French ambassador, and Franee, being affronted
declared war. Bismarck was as anxious as Napol-
eon for war, as his papers have shown sinece his
death.

The Germans desired the return of Alsace and
Lorraine because of its vast natural resources of
iron and coal. Germany was entering the world’s
markets in competition with the other world pow-
ers. The French were being defeated on all lines ;
by.1871 the French army was in a terrible plight.
The reeruiting officers pressed into the army men
whom they conld not arm nor even feed.

The sting of hunger was so great in Paris that
horse flesh became a delicaecy. The women waited
out in the old for hours for a starvation allowanece.
Children died on the empty breasts of their moth-
ers. Wood was worth its weight in gold, and the
people had only the fantastic ‘‘suceess dispatches’’
to warm them. Engels’ prefaee to Marx's *‘Civil
War in Franee,’ says: “Finally, on the 28th of
January, 1871, Paris starved out, eapitulated, but
with honors hitherto unheard of in military history.
The forts were surrendered, the line fortifications
disarmed, the weapons of the line, and of the
Guards Mobile were handed over to the Germans,
and the men themselves regarded as prisongers of
war. But the National Guard retained its weapons
and eannons and only entered into a truee with the
conquerors.’’

The Prussizns were foreed to salute the armed
revolution which they intended to revenge. The
Red Flag floated over the Hotelde-Ville,

The masses were in favor of the Commune be-
cause they saw through it their emancipation eould
be accomplished.

Thiers, who was head of the Government at Ver-
sailles, seeing the danger of the rule of landlords
and ecapitalists, attempted to disarm the Parisian
workers. Heé sent some troops to steal the artillery
belonging to the National Guard, which had been
- manufactured and paid for by public subscription

daring the seige of Paris. The attempt failed. Paris
armed herself to a man and declared war on the
French Government at Versailles. On the 26th
Mareh the Paris Commune waf elected.

Among the first things done by the Commune
was to abolish the night work of bakers, and also
the registry office for procuring employment, which
~ had been the monopoly of seoundrels appointed by

the police. The abolition of pawnshops as being in- -

compatible with the right of workmen to their tools
and to eredit. The highest salary of a functionary
of the Commune was not to exceed $1200 a year The
separation of the Church from State and the abol-
ition of all state payments for religious®purposes.

All things appertaining to the individual conseiencs
Le., religious symbols, dogmas, pravers were abol.
ished and the carrying out of the principle of re.
'igion as far as the State was conterned was a
purely private matter.

HSome Sorialis's have endeavored to evade ex-
plaining religion hy expressing religion as a private
question of the individual, but it is not so, as we
find the question put when taking the census or if
you are unfortunate enongh to be brought before
the police court for a contravention of capitalist
laws,

The Commune fetehed out the guillotine and pub-
liely burned it amid loud applause. The column on
Place Vendome which had heen construeted by Na.
poleon 1. after the war of 1809 out of captured ean-
non was overthrown, because it was a monument of
rational vanity and international jealouey.

Theg gevernwaent troops were driven out of Paris

when the Commune was declared. Then came the
seige of Paris by the French Government. Paris
was continnally bombarded by the very people who
had stigmatized the bombardment of the same city
by the Prussixns as a sacrilegious outrage. The
Commun+ was formed and ehosen by universal suf-
frage; the majority of its members were working
men. The Commune was a working body and not
a parliamentary body. The police were stripped of
volitieal attributes and turned ‘into responsible
agents of the Commune. The Commune prohibited
landlords to dismiss tenants and prolonged overdue
bills; therefore are we surprised all the monarchists,
bourgeoisie, all slaveholders which composed the
Assembly at Versailles yelled : **Paris is only a rebel,
the Central Committee a band of brigands.”” When
the struggle was keen the Central Committee issued
a fioe proclamation: ““Workmen, do not deceive
yourselves about the import of the combat. It is
the engagement between parasitism and labor, ex-
ploitation and production. If Yon are tired of vege:
tating in ignorance and wallowing in misery, if
Yyou want your children to be men enjoying the bene-
fit of their labor and not mere animals trained for
the battlefield and the workshop, if you do not waat
vour daughters, whom you are unable to edueats
and overlook as you yearn to do, to become instru.
ments of pleasure in the grms of the aristeoracy of
money, if you at lict want the reign of justiee,
workmen be intelligent, arise!”
- The Commune first degree was the suppression of
the standing crmy and the arming of the people as
a sabstitution. Even Jlthongh the mzjority of the
funetionarica abandoned their posts at the signal
from Versailles from street inspection, lighting, mar-
kets, public charities, telegraphs, ete. These ser-
viees were 809n set right by the Commune, and the
commitiée overcame a greater difficulty of provid.
ing for three hundred thousand persons without
wark. Its true secret was that it was essentially a
working class government : as Marx puts it: ““The
preduee of the struge's of the producing against the
appropriating class, the political form at last dis-
covered under which to work out the economieal
emancipation of lahor.”’ Marx points out the strange
faet, in spite of all +i-o talk of the emanecipation of
labor, that no sooner the workers attempt their
ewaneipation than th. mouthpiecer of present socie.
ty exelaim: the worluf intend to aholish private
j reperty, the basis of «!! eivilization, The Commune
intended to aholish that class property which makes
the labor of rany the wealth of the few.

The Commune Sprang up in the Provinces, at Mar-.
seilles, Toulouse and Narbonne, but the middle-class.
es betrayed the workers, The revolts of these towns
died ont one by one, and the revolutionists of the

provinees were completely disorganized, therefors .

Paris had very littl. “Ip from 1 a* quarter., M.
Thiers suppressed all the goods trains and kept all
cnrrespndence dest n.d for Paris, Thiers strmock
a bargain with Bismarck. The Prussian had sur-
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rendered the nentral zone to the V. raailles

Lissagaray in his history of the Comnu,
all Thiers' erimes, one of the most odi
tainly be his introducing the COTIq s
mto our ecivil diseords and heo
crush Paris.”" One of Thiers' for,
the Chamber of lh-pmirx of 1530
ist, but a devoted member of 1),
dressed Thiers on & platard thus
ment of labor by eapital has al: ays b
stone of your policy, and from ti.
saw the Republic of Labor installed o
Yille, you have never ceashd 10 ery
‘These are eriminals.’ "

Marx says in “Civil War in Frao
“The financial measures of the ¢
able for their sagaeity and modero:
he sueh ag were rompatible with th. ,
seiged town. Considering the oo
committed vpon_the «1.v of Pari
avcial companies and eontractors yndo; 1,
tion of Haussman 2the Commune v ..,
incowparably better title to confiset.
than Louis Napoieon had azainst 11, (),

"The Hohenzollern 4t the Rugli.h
hoth have derived a good desl of ther
choreh plunder were of conrs: gr
the Commune elesring but S 000 fry
arization.”’

The Commume bad good odds 4y
niarck let loose all the French prico:
help with Prussian troops, al! done 11 10 nam
law and order. Teh press as asual i aboot the
ditions existing ir Parix. They i
spatches from Versailles, picturing 'aris
demonium of all the . Lickjegs of F
thefts and errests en masse, detail
names. Acconling to them women n
to venture on the streets; 1,500, (00 oo
ed by mlﬂ)’mﬂhm were offering up jrayers |
Versailles. M. Thiers, leader of the Froioh govern
ment at Versailes, telegraphd **The insurgents are
ciptying the prineips’ bouses of Paro 0 coder t
sell the furnitare.”’ The traveller 1o anis found
the streets for the frs. time sinee
iSiS, had no police, 1 ssagaray - -
ers huad only pillaged the guiilotine.” oo
of indignation against Paris were so stri x wi
orderliness and tranquility, in a few hours
the Paris malady,

Marx's “Civil War in France,” pagr
‘Weonderful, indeed, was the ehange tho (ommune
had wrought on Paris. No longer any trac
meretricious Paris of the Second Empire.  Nolong
was Paris the rendezvous of Dritish lan! rd |
ubsentees, American slaveholders, and shoddy wen
Russian ox-serfowners and Wallachian bayar "
more corpses al the morgue, no nocturnal hurans
s arcely any robberics, . ., *We, said an
the Commune ‘kenr no longer of assassination, Hev
and personal assault, it secms, indecd, as if the '
had dragged along with it to Versailles .
servative friends.”’

‘The Commune had a placard posted uj
Hotel-de-Ville: ““Every individual taken i thc &
of stealing will be shot.”” The Commuuc | l'l‘
even in the excitement of the battle had no " o
to plunder or murder, while the Versailles | ol "‘ .‘;;
the Law and Order bunch demande] shoo!ing
masse as soon as Paris has been vanquish:
the Commune elections, M. Thiers, gelegrap i lay
Provinees: ‘‘The elections. will tfke pluc! “
without liberty and without moral authori'y. ‘
eleetions Werﬂ. econducted in a way becoming )" o
people., At the approach to the halls, no po .‘ I
itrigues. The liberty was so absolute that M-
Paris not one single protestation occurred.
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