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PAGE SIX WESTERN CLARION

Materialist Conception of History
FOR BEGINNERS ^
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Lesson 21.

FBÀNCOPRUSSIAN WAR AND THE PARIS 
COMMUNE.it

All things appertaining to the individual conscience rendered the neutral,zone to the V

....fiï•trion as f«r as the State was eoncerned w,s a tainly be his introducing the 
purely pnvate matter. mto our civil d,*cord» ami beg .
,‘T Sor.,aI,8,,1 l,#VV to evade ex erush Paris.*’ One of Thiers* („n,!rr

plaining religion hv expressing religion as a private the Chamber of Deputies of 1 
question of the individual, hut it is not so, as we

* (if
most odium will err-

conqueror* of ail'-?By PETER T. LECKIK •H g UH . •>' l|) to 

■•■!!-agu« of 
a capital- 

'“mime, 1,1.
,,u * M*rerd thus • T|„. 

meat of labor by capital has always th(. 
stone of your jmlicy. and from the \ 
saw the Rcpuldie of Labor im-talle.l 
Ville, you have never ccasAd 
‘These are criminals.

IIE vacant throne of Spam- was giving eon- 
eem to European chancelleries. At last the
Spanish ministry found a suitable candidate tind the question put when taking the 

in Prince Iieopold of Germany. This candidate

T ‘•■hi, hitiis. if
ist, but a devoted mrmhvr of th, 

or ‘r dnsacil Thiers
i .

rensUS
you are unfortunate enough to hr brought before 

obnoxious to France and when this prince of the *•»* police court for a contravention of capitalist 
Hohcuzollerns consented, a storm of protest broke •»«**- 
out m the French press. Of course we are told 
what the press says “is public opinion."’

was
corner

' r: 'fay yo,i
«1 th'' lloUlde. 

to cry out tu rr*ne-
The ( ommnue fetched cut the guillotine and pub- 

*'c*.v burned it amid loud applause. The column on 
Iiouis Napoleon s exploits in Mexico had proven Place Vendôme which had been constructed by Xa- 

a miserable fiasco. The opposition was gaining poleon I. after the war of 1809 out of raptured 
power and Napoleon felt he could gain his popular- non was overthrown, bemuse it was a monument of 
lty by a victorious war against the Germans. Under national vanity and international jralomv. 
pressure of foreign powers Spain was forced to with-

t M
fDiulfMarx says in '‘Civil War in Franc .

“The financial measures of the CommunJ 
able for their sagacity and modem im, 
b* wh as were compatible with ti ■ 
wiged town. Considering the 
«••remitted opon.ihe ., y of Part ", . fi„.
uncial eomptiiics and contractor* under tl. |,M, 
tion of llausamau,«the Commune would | 
incomparably better title to ronfiv ,t, ?1 
than Louis Napoleon had against th«- 
Th* flohenrollem vm the Rngh.i,
,e°th have deriver! a good decl of their 
rhnreh plunder were of eonru great|\ v 
the Commune elrnring but 8,000 fram» .• of pail 
ariration.”
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Th| government troops were driven out of Paris 
draw the offer which she had made, and Leopold re- when the Commune was declared. Then rarer the 
nounced his candidacy through his father King \Vd- «‘«IP* of Paris by the French Government.
Ham I. The French Ambassador was commanded to w«* 
obtain from King Wiliam a declaration that the 
didaey of Tacopold of Hohenzollern would

coifivNa

Paris
«•ontinnaPy bom banted by the very |**ople who 

can- bad stigmatize*) the bomhanlment of the same city 
never Vc b.v th- Prussi ,ns as a sacrilegious outrage. The 

. supported again. The king refused to confer with Commun- was formed and chowen by universal mif-
the Freneh ambassador, and Franee. being affronted fnge; the majority of its member* were working
declared war. Bisman-k was as anxious as Xapol- men. The Commune was a working bodv and not
eon for war, as his (tapers have shown since his * parliamentary body. The police were stripped of
de*ih* ••oHtieal attributes and turned into responsible

The Germans desired the return of Alsace and agents of the Commune. The Commune prohibited
Lorraine because of its vast natural resources of landlords to dismiss tenants and prolonged overdue
iron and coal. Germany was entering the world's bill"; therefore are we surprised ail the monarchists,
markets in competition with the other world pow- bourgeoisie, all slaveholder* which composed the
ers. The French were being defeated on all lines; Assembly at Versailles yelled : “Paris is only a rebel,
by 1871 the French army was in a terrible plight, the Central Committee a band of brigands. ” When
The recruiting officers pressed into the army men the struggle was keen the Central Committee issued Tutelles from Versailles, picturing Paru ;•*; 
whom they eonid not arm nor even feed. a Hue proclamation: “Workmen, do not deceive of «M the . .’ackjkge of K.ui r ntol

The sting of hunger was so great in Paris that yourselves a boat the import of the combat. It i* ^rft* and rrrcsls cn maw. detailed • •> snd
horse flesh itceauie a delicacy. The women waited the engagement between parasitism and labor ex- namr* According to there women n<> l> :r .tired
out in the cold for hours for a starvation allowance, plnitation and production. If yon are tired of vegr- t0 w,*nf* mi the streets, 1J500.CX*) p
Children died on the empty breasts of their moth- toting in ignorance and wallowing in misery if rd *‘-v ruffians were offering up prnym f-r
ers. Wood was worth its weight in gold, and the yon want your children to be men enjoying the bene- ' «"saillca. if. Thiers, leader of th<- Kr*-m*h v-vm
people had only the fantastic “success dispatches" fit of their labor and not mere animals trained for w,nl at V^rwUles lelegnphd “The m*urgmts in­
to warm them. Engels’ preface to Marx's “Civil the battlefield and the workshop, if you do not want thr pHnci.*,.' bouses of Pi
War m France,' says: “Finally, on the 28th of your daughters, whom you are unable to educate *#"11 ,bc furniture.’* The traveller t<> Paris found 
January, 18il, Paris starved out, capitulated, but and overlook as yon yearn to do, to become instru *trM*,a f*»f the fir*; time sine- 
with honors hitherto unheard of in military history, meats of pleasure in the arms of the aristeoraey 0f 1<‘S' ba'1 00 1 wegaray «>*• “1 •
The forts were surrendered, the line fortifications money, if you at kst want |h< reign of justice #‘rs ^ pillaged the guiilotinr. |Vn».ns fui
disarmed, the v.capons of the line, and of the workmen be intelligent, arise!’* °f indignation agaitmt Paris Were *o *tr;i' n with itt
Guards Mobile were handed over to the Germans, The Commune first degree was the ninnrn—in.. “tderiineaa and tranquility, in a few hoiin aught
«d the men reg.rd,,, „ of .he .„ndi.„ emy 1 ,™ ‘„gL

wlwtitution. Even -.Îîhongh thi majority of the Marx’s “Civil War in France.’" pag<- M."
“L 1 * ‘ ‘ posts at the signal W’onderful, indeed, was the ehangv th» i ummunr

^rom Versailles from street in*|>ection, lighting, mar- ^^ugbt on Paris. No longer any tra* «- »f th'*
3*" to “lute the armed kets, public charities, telegraphs, etc. These ser- ,n<*rctricious Paria of the Second Empire Nolong r

The vices were soon set right by the Commune, and the was I*arw the rendezvous of British Isivll iril* In*»
committee overcame a greater difficulty of provid- ab*entves, American slaveholder*, and sicM.' «>'"•

thousand person* without fluas*a,‘ « serf owners and Wallschian bayards. N»
secret was that it was essentially a more con,*«* at the morgue, no nocturnal hurgiani**.

working class government ; a* Marx puts it: “The *' arc#*ly any rohbertv. . . . ‘We,* mi id aji-Ek£r "f
produce of the strugg1 • of the pro*!.ming against the ‘bear no longer of assassination, theft
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The Commune had good mid» aga.*i»t i? 
march let loose all the French pn»oi.< •» a <| 
help with Prusatan troop*. *11 done m u - name &Î 
law and order. Teh press as usual lied about thr eon- 
«'itions existing ir Paris. They | . ff. :«i d<
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The Commune first degree was

and cannons ami wily entered into a truce with the functionaries abandoned their 
conquerors.’’

The Prussians
revolution which they intended to 
Red Flag floated over the Hotebde-Ville 

llie masses were in favor of the Commune he- ing for three hundred 
cause they saw through it their emancipation could work. Its true 
be accomplished.

Thiers, who was head of the Government at Ver- _
**l'le*; 7,e're, th' d,n»er <* the rule of Undlord, oppropmUns elwTthe piïÛi'^TfXrt'u»*1 dié P«nou>l eeuuil. U *,"*„] indee.1
«d -P-Ulud,. attempted to drnnu the Parmi.™ e-,verni under whirh work ou. tt. '
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« ,f- -- —.. ,« ve-<in uu» me economical I'^'l tl’-agged along with it to \ itshiII*'* ■'•1workers. He s.-nt some troops to steal the artillery emancipation of labor.” Marx points out the strange Hvrvativ" friends.”

mWactu^andnlhl^or^rtnhciCh ,had ÎT ^ *“ f'* °f M ta,k the cmancip.^ of The Commune had a placard ,h>s«,-,I «.,^ A^,e of Sris. The at^mnt V f ^ ^ tbe ^keni attempt their Hotel-de-Villc: “Every individual taken in «he set

armed herself to a man and de. Iarl l «•» th" " nn(,pa lon than tbr- monthpieeef of present soeie- oC *tealing will be shot." The Commune 
French Government at Versaillea. On the 2flth e tbo worj*,!r*’ intend to abolish private PVc,u the excitement of the battle had n" »|»lll"n '
March the Paris Commune was elected ‘ * * • * * °a *1*'* °f ■ e'v'H*ativn. The Commnne to plunder or murder, while the Venmilh * p»I,t r*1

"nZST'^SZ; Z.VL Commune “ ST? ^ "* U” “* —............ .

wo*_of r* r'“L *• rr-™ .« zvzz *had baan the monopoly of aaoundre^appointod 'hv «VtX,-”d thTw’ûkè'^T'r' but ,h, ,liddM‘"‘‘- '"n“ ">•"»'">* «I» .'.'^3
tit. polk». The abolition of pawnshop. .Theing in". di«l ont on, by on, Tn.l ,h'. ** f"" OTy wilho"‘ mornl ‘""'“"v, fr„.
compatible with the right of workman to their Ll, provincwi war," - ■-.H n '"' " !""? ,th“ ! *"{“" »•« *^«« *“ *,»«' „„
and to credit The higheat .alary of o fractionary Pari, had v,rv ' " ,her',',r’ ' M lh" •Pl'f"*"h '» *• hal *■
of the Commun, ru not to ,«,„d «1200 a year TI,' Thlm -noJL.. ... P 'T <|,MrUr' ” The liberty .«» ubMlutc lhat
separation of th. Obnrch from Sut. rad the aboi. , .rr,.Kn,l,„,, dret n .1 fTparià tÎSÎ T , *~ ™* "“*le Pr"t"'*"on
Won »f *U ct.tr payment, for rrligiou.*purpoa„. a bargain with P.i.mar'k Th, Prumiàn haïra", ”nly "’’f1”!*

iuuiitii nau sur- (( ontmued on Page 7)
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