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WESTERN CLARION

The Tariff

jE Canadian Manufacturers’ Association is
out on @ crusade for new, or high tariff, and
with the usual hypoerisy of business, seeks
holster up profit-getting with altruistic platitudes,
'l of course, to prove the identity of interest of
nd. .;md labor. What is this tariff business?
oncern is it of ours, and of what benefit to
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ist production is primarily for profit. To
class, that is the be all and end all of
roduction. It is of mo intrinsic moment to the
apitalist what is produced nor how it is produced,
ow it is used, or if it is used at all. Capitalism
«ill manufacture anything—steam engine or trac-
or. tanks or poison gas, freighters or submarines.
I will farm anything from grain to babies; clothe
aciety in shoddy; Jdwarf its mind with deceit;
blacken ambition with treachery,—provided only
\hat profit, profit, profit, can be realized at the end
¢ the trail. It will find in its philosophy, an ethic
for every aggression; & sanction for every immor-
ality: justifieation for every crime; a plea for
every degradation.

Kut to the tariff business.

Since capitalist production is for profit, then, the
wider is its field of operation, the greater will be
ihe volume of profit. Each individual—each group
of capitalists—struggle against every other group,
1 extend their business operations, to eliminate
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merce for themselves,

But this rivalry, this capitalist enterprise, nar-
rows down the available market exactly in propor-
von to the intensifieation of production. The na-
tions of the world, is the market of the world. And
s these nationals are struggling together in an in-
ternecine fight for commercial supremacy, it follows
that any weapon of advantage to any one competi-
tor in this merciless war for survival shall be adopt-
ed. indeed, must be adopted. For once in the fight,
there is but one ending—signal vietory, or signal
defeat. That is why Spain has become a back num-
ber, why Ho'land has lost her ‘‘greatness,”’ why
Kultur has fallen into disrepute, why France is now
hurrving on desperately to ruin, and why ‘‘demo-

cracy " is draped, in the various symbols of “‘old
L".ur.\‘,“ -

their rivals from the market, to monopo'ize com-

figure their paper wealth, under the laws of ex-
change, through which they must operate. And
tariffs go high, or go low, on or off, as interest and
necessity determine, and as conditions warrant. In
practice there are all sorts of differentials, all kinds
of compromise, and ever changing frént of tariff.
Because, as regards the tariff, there is an ever
changing front of capitalist exigency, brought about
by its own development, and so too as regards the
preferentia's, because, all nations in modern com-
merce are interlocked and interdependent, and the
irrevocable necessities of imperialistic expansion
force capital into an ever more omnipotent concen-
tration—and at the same time, into an ever more
inevitable negative of itself. Hence tariffs and thejr
contradictions : their opponents and protaganists.

But the ‘‘home market’’ is by no means the ob-
jective of capitalism, nor ean it serve capitalist nee-
essity. Concentration is the nemesis of capital, and
in effect, great concentration is intensive exploita-
tion. Therefore, since eapitalist production is eom-
modity produetion, by the terms of that produection
the producers, the workers, receive for their pro-
duction the value of their labor power, i.e., receive
wages, sufficient to reproduce labor power in effic-
ieney for the operation of capitalist industry. But
the value of this labor power is far less than the
value of the commodities which labor power cre-
ates. Thus it is impossible for the producers to buy
back what they have produced. Thus is the home
market dead to the capitalist. And as this produce
must be sold to realize the profit it contains, it must
be exploited. The more intensive ig the exploita-
tion the more efficient the industrial organization.
The more exclusive the field of operations of a sin-
gle group of capitalists, — nation or empire, the
greater is the potential volume of profit. This is
why capitalist exchange must continually expand.
The question of the tariff is a question-of a partic-
u'ar group of exploiters. To the laborer, whose one
commodity—Ilabor power—is bartered as a commod-
‘ty. in terms of the market, and so converted into
profit, tariff or no tariff matters not to him, and is
absolutely of no advantage to him,

Labor has but one interest; the abolition of the
wage system. With the abolition of capital, and
therefore of classes, society will attain indentity of
interest. For, when it achieves economie freedom,
i.e.. the ownership and control of the means of life—
society achieves all. That is the prime interest of
labor: that is its historic task, and only through
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Comrade Tyler should surely understand that
Bela Kun, Levien, and Liebknecht were forced by
cirecumstances into the positions they occupied, and
are not therefore to be condemned .for the tragic
failures of the premature uprisings. That they were
premature and foredoomed is granted, and hence
the warning in “The Proletarian’’ that Comrade
Tyler mentions, against such attempts. But we
must bear in mind that those very attempts have
been mighy forces in shaping men’s minds.

But has mankind learned any other way?

Bela Kun himself is on record as saying:

‘““The Hungarian Revolution was premature
only in the sense that only a small portion of
the workers were Communists.”’

‘“‘But, only by Revolution, does the working
class-become Revolutionary.”’

There you have the statement born of actual ex-

perience. Again, let me remind Comrade Tyler that
as Lenin has pointed out:

““When Marx made the statement about a
possible peaceful transition from Capitalism to
Socialism in England and America, militarism
and bureaucracy, as we know them, did not
exist. Now they do, in both countries, due
to monopolism bringing forth imperialism.’’

In view of the admissions made here, why do I
then support the Russian Dictatorship, may be
asked.

Because, as stated before, the Bolsheviks were
pushed into power by the very logic of events. They
beat the reactionaries to it.

Whether they ean achieve ‘‘Socialism’’ or not is
immaterial, I do not claim they can—alone.

Their chief objeet (and will you deny that this
is true, or was it not worth all the labor and pain?)
was the securing of a centre for a tremendous world
propaganda, and th¢ consequent acceleration of the
world revolution. That they are succeeding in this
is incontestable. 'Why, our enemies alone have
been foreed into advertising Bolshevism, Commun-
ism, and so on, to, an extent undreamed of three
years ago. Perhaps it would have been wiser to
have wired the S. P. G. B. for advice first, ere tak-
ing such desperate chaneces; but we must excuse
them that oversight.

Russia at that particular time afforded a golden
opportunity for seizing power, and most emphatie-
ally the action has been justified.

The other countries mentioned were in a far less
favorable situation, and the propaganda was not
so much advanced, as was the case in Russia.

It may be asked then, if the masses in Russia do
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Such a weapon is the tariff. The capitalist class
of any nation seeks to exploit the national resources

o 1 ey R not desire the Bolshevik rule now Gf tha.t is the
Lo’ Al iih e R case), does it not show that their education was

exclusively tlc; their own ldnn;age. d'l'he cnpitnl‘- w3 s neglected !
ISts resent intrusi i b ir"’ in, and, : opps .
iy O AN S readbibarved M S What the DlCtator- By no means: for an illiterate population, full of
as circumstances will permit, deny their com slavish instinets, they have fought the good fight 2

petitors access to the opportunities of exploitation.

In countries like Canada where the resources are
indeveloped, where the native capital is small,
where neither business organization nor industrial
tfficiency is so highly perfected and coordinated as
m old established nations, and where in conse-
quence, capitalist coneentration has not yet become
the powerful syndicate of trust operation, it is im-
possible for the capitalists of such a nation to com-
pete successfully in the open markets of the world.
Hence, to save the resources for their own profit, the
“apitalist operators impose a duty on all or on par-
31"\1‘8[‘ commodities entering their ports. Hence
.::‘ hoP’ to exploit the ‘‘home market,”’ to make
‘Oreign investment pay toll to them ,and to dump
whatever surplus may be produced, on the world

;na‘rkﬂ on an equality with better organized com-
etitors,

remarkably wel. Let Comrade Tyler reflect on
the terrible hardships they have endured, and com-
pare the Russian workers with his fellow slaves in
our democratic 1ands, and still they come out best.
Their morale and trust in their leaders may be
breaking, but we have yet to be shown.

And will Comrade Tyler tell us just what the Bo!-
sheviks should have done?! Or what they should
now do! Would the Russian slaves have been bet-
ter off if the ‘‘great incident’’ had mnever hap-
pened ?

If Comrade Tyler wishes to delude himself that
opposition to the rule of the workers will be lim-
ited to ‘‘raving,’’ he is to be pitied. Unfortunately,
it is much easier to play upon prejudice and pas-
sions than to carry on eduecation of the kind in need.
And that is just where the ruling class shines. Right
here in Washington we find full page ads. in a
newspaper calling for war on the I. W. W, by all
loyal Americans, and Comrade Tyler can figure out
for himself just what such things can lead to.

True, we*will fight to maintain demoecratic pro-
cedure, but it is very probable that a situation will
arise where the demooratic wings of the workers are
clipped, and the propaganda forced underground
as is the case already here, in the U. 8., with some
organizations.

“‘Whenever the working class desires Socialism,
we will get it.”” Will we?

Believe me; it takes more than desire to achieve
victory over a ruling eclass. If four-fifths of the
slaves desire Socialism, and only one-fifth are deter-
mined to get it, that minority would have to estab-

(Continued on page 8.)

ship Is.

C('.\IR.\I)H TYLER wishes to know what the

Dictatorship is, or what it means. Does it
mean the Dictatorship of a minority?

In the only country where it is in foree, name'y,
Russia, that is just what it means.

Does the working class have to employ such
measures !

That depends on circumstances. In Russia they
or the conseious minority that hold power, have
to employ such methods or be swept away. Granted.

Can a Socialist society he built up on this found-
ation!

That still remains to be seen. If Russia had the
opportunities that peace would provide, we would
be better able to tell. It is on the cards, that a
genuine working class control of the workshops
could funetion; but again, the influence of the large
swarms of peasantry with théir reactionary ideas,
and control of agriculture, would render this diffi-

' Suoh is the daydream of the bourgeoisie. But all
:;“lf;‘u has its reaction, and the stoutest tariff yields
of;‘ ¢ stubborn laws of eompetition. For in spité

ate and monopoly, capitalist nations must trade

to liv
f.’ .h‘“' must expand their trade if they would sur- cult. A
¥Ive, must allow goods in, in payment of goods sent If Russia has to struggle along alone, then it Is

""'j ?“d if their tariff imposts seriously restrict the quite likely a system of government ownership of
:c“"ltios of their rivals, ultimately do they hamper industry will eventually come "b"“t-
tmselves, | imports are greatly in excess of ex- Further, F. S. F. never c}anmed we wonld. gt"t‘
Ports, the fact finds & swift reflex in (adverse) ex- Socialism by the “‘Dictatorship of the Praletariat.
:r:"t&\. Wwhich itself acts as a tariff, bringing indus- But power will lhc; held only by the Dictatorship,
" 0 & stoppage. eed im- till conditions stabilize.
Ports, then, i!npofdinlrlyfc‘;:c‘:xot:?uf;?suzlletxhco sooner If by Socialism Comrade Tyler understands .work-
"% capitalist: produetion reach its i;tevitable stag- ing class ownership and control of land and, }“d“s'
Nation, T, reality, the business of commerce is the try, then we will agree, that can never be, till the

USiness of traders, They balance their books, and mass of the toilers want it.




