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MUNICIPAL
DEPARTMENT

SANITARY LAWS OF BELGIUM
The highest sanitary body in Belgium 

is the Superior Council of Hygiene. Its 
duties, however, are only consultative. 
It has no power to enforce regulations. 
A medical commission exists for each 
province but this also is without any ex­
ecutive authority. Each commune has 
its sanitary council or committee on salu­
brity, which is expected to look after the 
sanitary condition of houses, etc., and to 
make appropriate recommendation to the 
burgomaster. As regards household hy­
giene, the burgomaster has practically 
absolute authority. Where the town has 
2,000 inhabitants and more, he is author­
ized to prohibit the habitation of houses 
that are in bad condition from defects of 
construction or uncleanliness, want of 
light, improper drainage, or from any 
other causes which may compromise pub­
lic health. Before issuing the closing or­
der, the burgomaster must request a re­
port of the condition of these places, and 
his decree sets forth his reasons in order 
that they may be brought to the know­
ledge of the proprietors and the occupants.

MUNICIPAL FIRE INSURANCE.
Under the pressure of parsimony, or 

fear, or perhaps of resentment at the rais­
ing of insurance rates, there is apparent 
in various communities in Canada of late 
a disposition to favor municipal insurance. 
Which is to say, that any village, town, or 
city, even a county or state, may with 
economy do its own fire insurance and pay 
its own losses. At first thought this 
scheme is an attractive one. The ar­
gument in its favor usually runs thus: 
41 This town or city has paid out, in twelve 
years, sixty thousand dollars for the in­
suring of properly against fire. In all 
that time the fire losses have only amount­
ed to forty-eight thousand. Therefore we 
have expended $12,000 in buying indem­
nity from insurance companies which we 
need not have - lone if we had been our 
own insurers." Many people are so cap­
tivated by this short-sighted argument 
that they do not stop to consider further, 
but are carried away in favor of municipal 
fire insurance.

It may be that a municipality, small or 
great, will for a long time escape serious 
loss by fires. And this not unnaturally 
leads its residents to believe that they 
have some sort of patent which secures 
them safety. But the law of average re­
asserts itself. Fires will come— we can 
never tell when, and then the meagre fund 
which a single municipality has laid by 
against possible isolated fires is swept 
away, and property worth ten times as 
much besides,- by a conflagration, a forest 
fire, or by an ordinary fire with which in a 
gale of wind, or on a cold night, or in 
very dry weather, their fire brigade can­
not cope. Then, when the ashes of the 
town hall and the bare walls of destroyed 
stores meet the eyes of householders or 
merchants who had trusted to municipal 
insurance, they are likely to say to them­
selves : “Oh, if 1 had only $10,000 insur­
ance in a good English company, or even 
in a home mutual company, I could have 
gone to the city instantly for more goods.

But, as it is, what have I left after all my 
years of hard work ? "

Instances of the result of State or muni­
cipal fire insurance are numerous. In the 
Aalesund conflagration in Sweden, months 
ago, the loss was $1,600,000 or more. 
The Swedish Government was its own in­
surer. If this huge loss had fallen upon 
European insurance companies they would 
have paid it at once out of reserves con­
sisting of insurance premiums collected 
from all over the world. But the Swedish 
Government institution had only one or 
two hundred thousand dollars on hand, 
and the Government had to raise some 
£300,000 sterling by loan to pay the loss. 
Again, take the case of the State of Wis­
consin. For many years its authorities 
had insured the State capitol against fire 
for $630,003 in various good companies. 
But the latest Legislature thought they 
could do better by having the State insure 
the handsome building, and so they let the 
policies lapse: some $510,000 of them 
lapsed in June, 1903, and $90,000 in De­

cember. Early in the present year the 
capitol took fire and was almost de­
stroyed ; the loss was 6800,000. All that 
the Stale had put aside against this was 
an insurance of $6,000, six thousand dol­
lars. The State, therefore, loses $594,- 
000 which it might have had if the policies 
for six hundred thousand had been main­
tained in the sound insurance companies. 
But they chose to experiment with State 
or municipal insurance, and we sec the re­
sult. Another instance occurred last 
month in one of the districts of London, 
England, which is giving the munit Ipellty 
(which lost $.50,000) much searching of 
heart on the subject of self-insurance.— 
Monetary Times.

JOHN GALT,C.E.iM.E.
Mem. Can. Soc. C.E. anuC.K.A., Etc.

CONSULTING ENGINEER and EXPERT
National Trust Building Tnimnin 

10 King Street Hast 1 01*01110 
Specialties-Water Supply and Sewerage.

"Giant Brand" Portland cement.
V V Manufactured at BLUE LAKE V V

Gives universal Satisfaction. Used exclusively on all work by the City of Brantford and other placée

THE ONTARIO PORTLAND CEMENT CO., LIMITED
Head Office: Urentford, Ont. - - Long Distance‘Phone 194.

BLAST . . A A MOLTEN
FURNACE OJLvVtLVI R.OCK . . .

Cement Sidewalks. Road Foundation and Concrete Wort

STRONG f\S STONE,
GHEfiP AS GRfWEL

Doolittle (ÏÏL Wilcox, Hamilton. Ont.

Jk KERR’S
WATERWORKS VALVES

JL Are tested to 300 pounds hydraulic 
pressure before being stocked.
They are of good substantial 
weight and design, and can be 
relied upon.

jrA Write for catalogue, and we will 
tell you more about them.

THE KERR ENGINE CO., LIMITED
Walkerville • ■ Ont.

Portland Cement..
ALL GRADES.

Largest Ma.art in the World

Write or Telegraph to
BELLHOUSE, DILLON & CO.

201-208 Corlstlne Building,St Nicholas Street. Montreal

for prices-Large stock constantly 
on hand.


