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HE most systematic construction of roads 1n
the Province has for some years been car-
ried out by County Councils, this work be-

Ing subsidized by the Province. Between 250 and
300 miles of stone and gravel road are constructeq
Annually under this organization,

County roads are aided to the extent of 40 per
cent. for construction and 20 per cent. for main-
tenance. All County Councils are authorized un-
der the highway Improvement Act to assume and
control a system of leading roads within the
county. Out of thirty-seven counties in the Pro
vince twenty-three have adopted such systems;
aad fourteen have not yet taken the step, A
number have the matter under active considera
tlon.  County road systems have been established
a the following counties: Wentworth, Lanark,
Simeoe, Wellington, Lincoln, Oxford, Hastings,

. Peel, Middlesex, Lennox and Addington, Prince
Edward, Halton, Perth, Frontenac, Waterloo,
Carleton, Leeds and Grenville, York, Haldimand,
Welland, Essex, Prescott and Russell, and Dundas,
Stormont and Glengarry. Councils of counties not
In this list should be encouraged by all interested
Tatepayers to carefully consider the merits of the
System, which are exceedingly favorable to
municipalities. Since the passing of the Act, and
to the end of the year 1815, a total of $6,745,979.32
has been spent on county road construction, of
which the Province has paid §2,248,659.65.

It should be made clear that the provineial sub-
8idy 1s 40 per cent. of the total expenditures; not
& percentage of the county contribution; thus:

The county raises " $60.00
The Province contributes 40.00
The county spends coeeen $100.00

The Province also contributes 20 per cent. of
the total cost of Mmaintenance, estimated on a
similar basis,

Advantages of County Road Organization,

County control of main market roads is sound
In principle, was recommended by the report of
the Highway Commission, and is retained under
the revised Highway Improvement Act of Ontario.
Wherever systems of good roads have been cre-
Med—in England, France, or in the United States
—#t I8 found necessary to classity the roads and
place the several classes under separate autkori-
tes for construction and maintenance, It 1g not
Practicable for township organization alone to
build and control all roads. With little exceptio
the only sub in road tructio .
today s being made under county road systems.
Where roads are ‘wholly under township contry,
the experience Is general that the more heavily
travelled of them are growing worse rather than
better.

County road management, it is true, 1s not al-
ways above criticiom; but no governmental organ-
Isation can be perfect and without defects. As a
rule, some experience Is noeded to show that or
#anization Is required, why it is needed and what
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At On The Good Roads Questiosser

W. A. McLEAN, Deputy Minister of Public High.
ways for Ontarlo.
it should accomplish. Changing conditions de-

The county road sys-
tem, however, offers opportunity for a good and
effective organization, and should be moulded and
developed with a progressive spirit,

‘There are various reasons why it s advisable to
establish systems of county roads, some of the
advantages being summarized as follows:

(1) 1t sets aside & limited mileage of roads for
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How Traffic Accumulates

This chart was prepared by the Ontario De.
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immediate improvement. There must be & start
ing point; all the rouds of the Province cannot be
built at once. A limited plan of rouds is deter-
mined for special effort and such as can be com
pleted in a definite period, say, ten years

(2) Expenditure can be concentrated on sub-
Stantial construction. If roads are all under one
body, such as a township council, the mileage is
100 great to cover in a definite period, so the
expenditure is scattered ove: all roads in small
amounts, and little or nothing of a permanent
kind Is accomplished.

(3) When the township council controls all the
roads and has built one main road in the town-
ship, residents in other parts of the township say
to their council: “Don’t spend another dollar on
the good road until the road past my farm is
equally good.” The result is, that under township
control, influences are such that roads when built
cannot be properly maintained, and the original
Investment, through neglect, is lost. County road
systems being limited, and provision being made
for the construction of all, there is much more
tendency to provide proper maintenance.

(4) Roads can be built to suit the traflic over
them. Roads forming a county system should be
80 selected as to location that they will serve all
parts of the county. They thus become the trunk
roads of the locality in reaching local markets
and shipping points, and can be adequately built
to serve effectively the greater traffic on a uniform
plan,

(5) Continuous routes are provided for the
heaviest trafic of the locality. Undor township
usually with a view to improving the worst places
first—but neglecting the needs of traffic. To pro-
vide adequately for traflic means the greatest
benefit to the greatest number,

(6) Township councils are relieved from the
cost of maintaining roads of heavy traffic, and can

spread their ex; more effec-
tively over the greater mileage of roads carrying
light trafe.
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Also why roads near and within towns

and villages have the reputation of being the
worst roads,

roa

Referring to the mileage diagram In the

lower righ-hand corner, It will gt seen that

there are 206 miles DY”MGC ll'| the ll.ul-el’cl..
m n

,_or less

he Yet of {M total
Per cent. passes
ind 19 per cent. of

(N Ad outfits of road machinery can be
provided such as townships, working separately,
could not supply.

(8) A better class of supervision and workman-
ship can be had, growing out of continuous em-
ployment and experience,

(9) Just as superior construction can be had
under county centrol, so can better maintenance
be provided, and largely for the same reasons.

(10) In a general sense, the construction of sub.
stantial roads is too big a task for many town-
ship councils to organize and finance, Township
councils are too close to the ratepayers; are too
subject to infl and the
tion of votes. County councils are not wholly im-
mune (nor is it desirable that they should be),
but they are a step further from influences such

(Continued on page 10.)




