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More Silos Needed

HE gradual decrease in the acreage devoted
T to root crops, and the rapid increase in the
amount of land used for fodder corn pro-
duction, shows that farmers generally follow the
line of least reistance and apply their labor
where it will bring them the greatest returns.
The necessity of succulent feed for winter is
recognized, the only question being, whether corn
or roots, the two main sources of such feeds, will
supply the greatest amount of it for the least
Jabor. It is now generally recognised that corn
silage is the most economical source of succs-
lence. Although roots have a place and will al-
Wways be grown to a considerable extent, still it is
practically certain that the acreage devoted to
camn will continue to rapidly increase.

The scarcity of labor that prevails at the pres-
ent time is a strong inducement for swinging over
still further to corn production. The men who
already have ample silo capacity are In the best
possible position to get along with a minimum
of labor. Those whe have not yet built silos could
probably not put their time to better advantage
than to build one this summer, as there is no
prospect of relief in the labor situation for some
time to come. To increase or ever maintain pro-
duetion of food stuffs, every known laborsaving
device will have to be utilized. Away up near the
top of the lirt of laborsaving devices is the silo.
We in Canada are only beginning to realize the
value of silos, and there is urgent need that their
numbers be increased as rapidly as possible.

A Field for Public Service
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ernment, law making is left entirely in the hands
of (he members of legislative bodies. That these
‘men hold & monopoly of law making ability no
one, not even they themselves, would have the
hardihood to claim. There are amongst the great
body of private citizens men eminently capable
of taking & leading part in devising and promot-
ing beneficial measures. Amongst these are many
who for business reasons are unable to devote so
large & part of their time to public work as is
necessary for men engaged in public life. Under
the representative system, these are debarred
from taking an active part in the shaping of leg-
islative policies.

That there is a dield in which the ability of these
men can be utilized for public good, was amply
illustrated in the recent
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the supply of raw fibre. The exportation of sisal
from that Is a g
and is financed by Annun capital. Represent
ing this
which practically o-troh the world's output of
mm.mdmutmprluhplmmmpm
duct. As a result; prices have advanced rapidly,
every advance of one cent per pound, represent
ing an additional $2,500,000 that the momopoly
can extract from the pookets of Canadian ano
United States farmers.

Since the province of Yucatan is not subject o
the government of either Canada or the United
States, these countries are helpless in controllin,
the monopoly, and it is not likely that the mou
opolists are losing any sleep over the loss they

in Ontario. The Committee of One Hundred was
composed of public minded private citizens. Bo
thoreugh and like was the

they conduocted that the signatures of over 86
per cent. of the voters of the province were se-
cured to the petition for prohibitory liquor legis-
lation. In the eampaign was utilized the ability
and only the ability, of men who, under ordinary
circumstances would have no active part in in-
fluencing legislation. Under a liberal measure of
direct legislation, however, the fleld would be con-
tinually open for the public spirited activities of
such men. There would always be an opportun-
ity for them to give their time for public welfare,

The Farmer and the War

OW that the rush of spring work has begun
in earnest, and with 80 many of the sons
and hired men that wo had to help us this
time last year, now in training or on the firing
line, the temptation s greater than ever to reduce
the work put om the land. Even in years when
labor was, , the
manner in which we did our xnnem spring cnm
vation was not what it should have been. This
year, with the presrure of work greater than ever,
there is a grave danger that much of the crop will
be sown in a poorly prepared seed bed, and that
the result of this lack of cultivation will be re-

flected in the yields of harvest time,

Though it might be neither wise nor possible
to put as much mork on th» land as is advocated
by some intensive farming e thusiasts, still it is
easy (o err on the other sife and to make in-
sufficient preparation for the seeds. Perhaps no
farming operation pays grea er dividends than an
extra stroke of the harrow or disk. Any increased
effort at this time will inen ase the yield without
adding much to the work that will be required at
any other tme during the seasen. The reward of
such effort, both from the extra returns received
and from the sense of duty well done, will be
great. It ehould greatly encourage the farmer to
know that every ounce of increased effort that he
expends in making provision for greater crops
will ultimately be registered on the firing line,
and that the disk, the harrow and the grain deill
are just as effective in & war of exbaustion as the
howitzer and the machine gun,

Sisal Monopoly and Twine Prices

VERY indieation points to the probability
E that farmers will have to pay a high price
for their twine this year. The price of sisal,

the raw material from which most of our twine
is made, is now well over seven cents & pound, or
about equal to the wholesale price of the manu-
factured twine five years ago. As is usual in such
cases, these high prices are the result of a mon-
opoly. It appedrs that a series of cireumstances,

the Spanish

that it gives an opportunity for uuhllc
minded citizens to interest themselves in
the initiation of progrossive legislation, and to
devote some of their time to public welfare,
Under our system of so-called representat've gow

OVF of the benefits of direct legisl

are on our farmers. They are mor:
likely to be planning how to still further increas
the price. The only consolation to be found is
that the growing of fibre will be stimulated i:
other parts of the world by the high prices now
ruling, with the result that competition and reas
ounable prices may eventually be restored.

A Successful Experimentin Taxation
HESE are the days of experiments in taxation
The demand for money to meet the larg:
expenditures due to the war has eansc
Canadian politicians to vie with one amother i,
discovering new methods of raising reven.
Some of the methods devised, however, are fu
from being above criticism. They are purely ex
pedient, making no pretense of being founde!
upon their chiet i
tic being that they tend to check industry and
to place & premium upon dishonesty.

Theve is, however, at least one exception. Al
berta, along with older methods, has been exper
menting with land value taxation, and with ver
gratifying results. In one year that province h:
collected §700,000 by means of & tax levied on wil}
lands. The Calgary Herald, the leading Conse:
vative argan in the province, has recently cou
mented favorably upen this method of raising
public revenue, and has strongly urged the exte:
sion of the yrinciple of taxing land held fron
productive use by speculators. The tax has hs|
& double effect, both of which will be looked

those who are using the land, but it has also had
the effect of inducing those who hold wild lanis
to let go at reasonable prices.

Around all our large cities and in all our new
districts are large tracts of land and other valy-
able resourcos held from legitimate use for gpec.
Iative purposes. Our government should mot e
®ow (o soo that here is & sources from which
taxes can bo ralsed without chocking industry,
and that such taxes cannot be evaded or pas:.d
on to the productive worker. The success t!
has attended Alberta’s experiment in taxing un
used land corroborstes the coutention of tho..

The well-being of a people is like a tree; agri-
culture is its root; manufacture and comm
are its branches and its leaves; if the root s
injured the leaves fall, the branches break away,
and the tree dies.—Chinese Philosopher.

Onmthumhnltospdmv.-mvm
wvery shallow, o-.,-nhlm-nuv‘m
side bl There was much rain, and all surf:ce
earth between the rows washed oft. Then thors
Iny exposed a pertect net work of corn rogts. Thoy
ool not have been more (han two or three
ineles below the surface. Anyone who has il
such an object lesson as this can ensily see (ho
“tolly of deep cultivation
Ballantyne, Perth Ca.,
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