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A FRAGMENT.

We may receive a benefit from a person, and be
assured of a hearty welcome to it, and yet feel our-
selves ill at ease in his presence. Nothing is more
common than this. Gratitude is awakened in the
heart very deeply, and yet reserve anu unecasiness
are felt, It calls for something beyond our as-
surance of his good will, and of our full welcome
to his service, to make us at ease in the presence
of a benefactor. And this something, I believe, is
the discovery that we have an interest in kimself,
as well as in his ability to serve us.

This delineates, as | judge, the experience of .
the poor woman with the issue of blood (Mark v).
She knew the Lord’s ability to relieve her sorrow,
and her hearty welcome to avail herself of it. She
therefore comes and takes the virtue out of Him
without reserve. But she comes bekind Him.
This expresses her state of mind. She knows her
welcome to His service, but nothing more. But
the Lord trains her heart for more. He lets her
know that she is interested in Himself, as well as
in His power to oblige her. He calls her ** daugh-
ter.”” He owns kindred or relationship with her.
This was the communication which alone was able
to remove her fears and trembling. Her rich and
mighty patron is her kinsman. This is what her
heart needed to know. Without this in the spirit
of her mind she would have been still ‘‘ behind
Him ; ” but this gives her ease. ‘‘Go in peace,”




