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church—a period foretold by the Sovereign
Prophet to His disciples, when He spoke to them
of an assembly reduced to two or three gathered
to the true centre, to the name of Christ, during
His absence. This period is mentioned in Revela-
tion, when—in presence of the idolatry of Thyatira,
the deadness of Sardis, and the nauseating luke..
warmness of Laodicea-—the approbation of Him
that is holy, of Him that js true, is pronounced
upon the feeble separated remnant of Philadelphia,

That which characterizes a remnant at all times
is Nasariteship, entire ¢ separation unto the-
Lord.” The angel of Jehovah appearing unto the
wife of Manoabh, said to her: * Behold now, thou
art barren, and bearest not ; but thou shalt cone.
ceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware, |
pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink,,
and eat not any unclean thing " (vs. 3, 4). This
woman had to take upon herself nazariteship, be-
cause she was the vessel chosen of God to present
to the people the promised deliverer., * For, lo,
thou shalt conceive, and bear a son s and no razor
shall come on his head: for the child shall be a
Nazarite unto God from the womb ; and he shall
begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Phil-
istines " (ver. 5). ° The nazariteship of Samson
involved that of his mother. In order to do
honour to the deliverer of Israel, it was needful
for his witnesses to bear before the eyes of all, the
impress of his own character. . This is true at alt
times. If we do not manifest Christ down here




