188

Luke 15 : 1-10

1 ! Then drew near unto him all the publicans and
sinners for to hear him
2 And ? the Phar’isees 1 % seribes murn d, say
ing, This man re 8 rs, and eatetl ther
And he spake ble unto the
1 What man of you, having
he lose one of them, doth not lea
y wilderne and go after that
ind it ?
5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on
shoulders, rejoicing
6 Ard when he cometh home, he calleth together
his friends and 7 neighbours, saying unto them, R
with me ; for I have found my sheep which v
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ssoclating with such persons

} In answer to this eriticism, Jesus gave three
parables teaching God's joy at the recovery
5 of the lost ['he first two of th parable
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b V. 1. Dre near unto hi Rev., Ver
were drawing near,” a deseription of some
thing that was constantly happening.  All;
i ¢ither all in the place where sus happened
to be or the whole class of publicans and sin-
E ners who eam > to Him wherever He might be
; Publicans ; the title given: (1) to the
B wealthy Roman nobles to whom th: govern-
_" ment sold the right to colleet the taxes of a
9

province or distriet or a certam tiun to
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GOLDEN TEXT -There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.
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7 1 say unto you, that ®likewise joy shall be in 1
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ninety and nine ? just persons, which need no repent-
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ng near unto him both the ' the
shall be joy ; ? righteous " Or what
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EXPLAINED

the agents employed in the actual gathering
of the taxes. The name has here its second ‘
meaning Publicans in Judea collected for
the imperial treasury at Rome, and in Galilee
for Herod Antipas. In both cases their pro

fits consisted of all that they eould squeez
out ol the Ir"u;rln‘ in addition to what they had
to give their employers.  Th

hated both beecause they were the agents of a

publicans were

foreign government and beeause they were,
as a V‘Il<‘. '|\\||Hl\ulwl wind oppressive S !
nen those notorious for their wicked lives
Vs. 2, 3. Pharise literally, “separated
ones,” a name indicating how this Jewish sect {

held aloof from others The Pharisees prided

themselves upon their strictness in obeying

the law of Moses, and despised such persons
as the “publicans and sinners.” Seribes ;
the rabbis or teachers of the law. For the

most part these were Pharisces Vurmured ;

talked amongst themselves in a fault-finding




