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The objection to wireless tele-
Wireless but ¢raphy, because of its messages not

mot Beeret  leing sceret, s reported to have

Telegraphy  reccived confirmation by the an-
announcement  that  a number  of

the messages  sent by this etherial system have
been  Jntercepted by statiens under  control of
the French  government,  on  the north  coast
of  France The olaim of Mr. Marconi that
he had adopted a plan by which  messages trans

mitted by his stations conld only be received, or read
by operators provided with his in troments, will be

proved to e unfounded, 1 the French government
establishes its claim 1o have intercepted marcom
grams An  International  Congress  of  \ire.ess
Telegraphy has just concluded its sessions at Berlin,
The Congress was called to consider measures  for
preventing any one system securing such a monepoly

as would prevent ather svstems being established

- eae
published  at

Champaign, [Hinois, in a recent

\  newspaper
Ohbject Leason
as to Service
of Underwriters

pesue said ;s “Seme local agents,

soeming t0 think their interests

would be advanced by certain

changes in rates, proceeded to
build up rates by adding certan atems not specified
added

never been a

Associations

Fifty cents per $100

there had

by the inspectors wils

for benzine on a risk when

drop of benzine i the hous I'wentyv-five cents por

slll’ Was .u'-'.--‘ heocatse "w I.,.v-"\ ol water with

buckets were kept tandmy arcund when water was

piped all over the house with fancets on every oo

Twenty-five cents per $100 was a lded on account ol
the absence ot no-stmok sim when i tact
such signs had been up all the timne I'hus §1 was
added to the premium on each $100 01 msurand

making over $130 a Vear ncrcase in premivums on the
amount of msurance carned, and cvery cent o that
$150 was nobbery,  Granting this to be true, whnch s
a large grant evident that a Fre Underwniter

Assoctation s needed i that locality to protect pr

perty owners troem the rapactty of some agents,  Had
such an asscalion been moexistence the rates mn the

||].u( alluded to would not have Leen fixed by local
agents, but by the
officials of tco high a character 1o In guiity of any

assoviation, which means by
oppression or any form of injusticd
The State of

Investigation of \ .y
Fires in

North Carolina

Carolina has an

force, under which the

Incurance Commusswoner s dt

rected and empowered to invest

gate  the  causc origin - and

circumstances of every fire oceurring i such oties

or towns or counties in which property has been

destroved or damaged, and
quiry as to whether such fire was the result of care
lessness or design

hall especially make en

The Commissioner is to associate
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with him the chief of the fire department, or chief of
police, where there is no chief of fire department, and
the sheriff of the county, when a fire occurs Gusid
an incorporated city or town. The Commissioner s
required to keep a detailed record of all fires inve
gated, He is given the powers of a trial, justice 10
summon and enforce attendance of witnesses, Tl
chief of the fire brigade or the police is requircd
to inspect all premises in the fire limits once a vear,
and report thercon to the Insurance Commissi nor,
who has the power to order the removal of anythug
dangerous  from buildings or premies, The duties
laid on the Commissioner appear o0 Onereus to In
thoroughly discharged, It would be mteresting 1o
hear what effect this system has upon the fire prote
ton of North Carolina, or any of its cities and towns
The law of that State compels every company doing
business on the assessment plan, to collect and keep
on hand an advance assessment, sufficient to pay one
We are obliged to Mr. James

regilar average loss
Commissioner, for the ab e

R. Young, Insurance
information respecting insurance in his State.
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The “Indicator,” in its last issu

A Charitable remarks:
View of “Our attention was recently cill
Suicide. ed to an article on the relation of

suicide to life insurance, in which
we think more was claimed for that cause of death
as affecting the mortality risk of life insurance than
the facts justify. That men have insured their lives
heavily and then deliberately e mmitted suicide n
rder to save their business to their families is un
questionably true, but it by no means follows that all
insured men who kill themeelves Jdo o for the insur-
ance,  Suicide is, as a rule, the result of a diseased
mind and the development of a suicidal
This is often inherited, in the :ame way as 1 the
predisposition to consumption, the scrafulous hatl
e, ete. It may never manifest itcelf, for the reasen
that a man’s will-power is sufficiently strong to«n
In other cates the

msi

alle him to resist the impulse,
impulse is stronger than the will and self-destruction
follows.  That the perpetrator of the act carries a
coneiderable amount of life insurance may be nothing
more than a coincidence, It is always proper and
desirable, however, if there are any suspicious cr
cumstances surrounding  the case, that a thor vih
invedigation be made before payment of the claim,
for as we have said, there are no doubt cases where
deliberate frand has been attempted, That the
danger of this is increased by the amount of the n
surance we do not believe. Ten thousand dollar.
readv cash would do as much towards saving one
man's business for his family as one milion v od
for another, and the temptation to commit suicide
would be as strong. We do not believe, thercfore,
that the companies are increas'ng the sthovdal ©

ency at all by writing large lines, 1 the suicilal




