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known in nature.  Of this trath, as we have al
ready seen, the Psalmist of Israel sings in the
nineteenth psalm. . He recognized the fact that
the heavens declare the glery of God. He
virtually affirmed that “an undevout astronomes
is mad.””  The heavens are far more eloquent to
us to-day, with all our discoveries regarding
astronomical bodies, than they could possibly
have been to the Psalmist.
spoken in nature will speak in some higher forus,
By a marvellous system of ingenious contrivances
he has arranged for the supply of our physicat
needs. Many of these arrangements long
anticipate their actual use by us. If God has
thus met the wants of our lower natures, surely
he will supply the deep necassities of eur higher,
sublimer and diviner natures.  The whte realm
of nature abhrunis in illustratims wir ¢ aid us in
cherishing this hopz,  There are in the vegetable
world wonderful remedial agents for the ills of
life. Thereare in plantand flower a recuperative,
restorative, curative element.  The brusie b plant
sz2eks its normal condition; the broken hone puts
forth remarkable energy to recover its former
strength; lacerated flesh evokes forcesand adopts
processes  which elicit our admiration, in the
effort to recover from its wounded experience.
By analogy we reason from the needs and helps
of the body to the higher nzeds of our souls, and
to thz source of their providential supply.
is reason thus to "1ope for a restorative elem:nt,
areparative process, a spiritual medicament soms-
where in the pharmacy of nature, somewhere in
the laboratory of God. The thought of forbear-
ance, of mercy, of pardon on the part of God, is
anticipated in the creeds even of enlightened
heathen philosophers, Hope strives to inspire
life even in the saddest hearts. Without such
hope, it is doubtful whether heathen faiths could
escape from utter collapse. Reason and hope
thus suggest deliverance to come from God.
Hoge thus struggles against doubt, love against
fear and light agairst darkness. In due time God
comes with the voice of mercy, singing the song
of redemption, and filling earthly life with
heavenly hope and joy.
(1o be continued in onr nexty
- -

Infants in The Chureh,
There are at the same time too many and too
few, says Zion's' Herald.  We are not speaking
of the blessed little ones whose presence at the

services is always to bx welcomed, provided they |

can bz kept still ensugh not to disturh the wor
shippers and destroy the effect of the word.  We
refer rather to adults who are at he same time
babes There are either too many or too few,
according as the word is taken in a depreciatory
or appreciatory sense. Paul generally uses the
term in the former, Jesus in the latter, meaning.
The apostle has in his mind the weakness, ignor-
ance, and general immaturity of the babe, and so
applies the appellation by way of repreof and
warning to Christians having these character-
istics. Th> Saviour looks at the little child on
its more lovable side, and dccility, simplicity,
and trustfulness, commends it to to His disciples
for imitation.

Of the latter kinds of babes we have certainly
too few in our churches—too few of those whose
mouths are open wide for food, who are not too
big to beg for blessings, nor too proud to ti ke
what the Lord longs to give; too few of those
who trust themselves as completely to the care of
the heavenly Father as the serenz, smiling infani
does to its mother's superior intelligence and
abounding love. But there are far too many who
are still children in their knowledge of the way,
their impatience under control, in their fitfulness
and caprice. It is not of much use to bring
young converts into the church when the cradles
are all full of those who have been twenty or
thirty years under training. There is no room
for additions in that case, nor is therc much like-
lihood of there being any. More childlikeness,
but less childishness, is a crying need.

My Father's House."”

T'he Father's House has many rooms,
And each is fair;
And some are reached through gathered glooms

Surely God who has.
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By silent stair;
But He keeps house, and makes it home
Whiche. er way the children come,

Plenty and peace are evervwhere
His house within,
The rcoms are eloquent with prayer,
" The songs begin,
And dear heants, filled with love, are glad,

. Forgetting that they otiee were sad,

1 hie Father's House is surely thive,
Therefore, why wait?

His tghts of love through darkness shine,
The hour £rows late,

Fush back tle curtain of thy dJeuls,

And enter-—n:ne will cast thec out!
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Rs to Dencminational Lings.

Thers !

1 The London Baptists have héen discussing the

yuestion of Open Membership Churches. It is
; common among churches of a section of the

denomination to receive urbaptized persons into
. membership. The question has been raised as
to the utility of the practice. Does the custom
. help or hinder Baptist progress? From an Amer-
+tean standpoint everyone would naturally say
| that a mixed chureh would lessen, if not destroy,

the effect of Baptist testimony to the New Testa-
ment principles of church life and order. Over
in Englard the opinion is divided. Some think-

ing it weakens denominational loyalty and takes |

the virility out of Baptist comictions, while
others believe it aids the cause of truth end
! piety, especially in villages where the population
15 too small to support more than one noncon-
formist church, It is easy to see that when un-
baptized members are numerous in the Church
the pulpit would speak with hesitation if it speaks
at all on the question. A prorounced and
aggressive Baptist minister would be likely to
|f<:rf¢:it the good opinion of those disagreeing
| with him on the subject. The village question
| presents more difficulties than the town and city
| one.  The Church of England is all powerful
| among villiage populations and orly by union
can the free churches hold the'r own against the
influence of Farson ard Squize and the social life
which eentres in them. Tke discussion referred
to did not bring out the statistical side of ‘the

i\ matter.  Whether the proportion of pado-baptists

ir Baptists churches is small or large is not.

stated.  We incline to think it somewhat small.
We once heard the late Charles Vinee, of Eirming-
her, say that open membership in his church
was advantageous to Baptist views, as most of
thise who united with it unbaptized socn becime
convineed of Baptist views and were baptized.
Whether this is a common experience we cannot
tell  The st angest thing over in England in
matters of this sort is the large number of Bap-
dsts found in Congregaticnal churcles, and
many of them helding offiziai  positions. ‘And
this is the case in towns where Paptist ckuches
are within rcasonable distance. Frequently a
mere preference for a preacher or some social
advantage determines church membership. The
two denominations are united by their church
government and the evangelical and political
beliefs they hold in common, so members inter-
mingle with much more freeness than in this
country. It must not be supposed, however, that
the Baptists in America always abide in the Bap-
tist fold. In our suburbs especially the tend-
eney is streng to pass over to other de:romina-
tions, especially when Baptists have little prestige
and when the pulpit is inferior to that of other
churches. Many losses to our ranks are due to

the mismangement of our churches and to the |

contentions that arise among them. Our free
and independent government is a doubtful geod
when it falls into the hands of persons of little
knowledge and narrow spirit:  But we must
accept the evil with the good and make the best
of things that are discouraging. The surest way
to keep our members in Baptist churches is to
sow and foster the principles we stand for.— 7he
Commonwealth.

Franklin is authority for, “‘God helps those
who help themselves.'’

The Jews

*A Judicial Murder'’ i= the verdict prononr.ced

by a committee of influencial Russian Jews on
| the erucifixton vf Jesus of Nazareth. They have
¢ heen carefully reviewing the character and ¢laims
of Jesus, and lave ccme to the conclusion that
He was the "Lord's Anointed,” and that their
forefathers made a mistake in His condemnation
This remarkable cecision is but one «f the many
wdications af a movement of the Jewish pecple
towards the acceptance of Jesus as the Mess'ah.
Their hopes of his coming have been so long
. deferred and the pcwer of Jesus as the Christ
{ us become so manifest in the world, that intelli
| gent Jews are more and more impressed with the
] thought that the ruler: at Jerusalem may have
! bean in error, and that Jesus should have been

recognized by their people as the Messiah fore
ctuld by the proplets. The wide circulation of
| Hobrew New Testaments, the Gospel tracts of
{ Rabinowitz, and the labors of Rabbi Lichtenstein
,ar having a powerful influence in this direction

Nearly one-half of the ten or twelve million Jews
*in the werld are in Russia. It is necessary to
remember that Jews who accept Jesus as the
Messiah do nct thereby become members of any
existing branch of the Clristian Church. We
watch with absorbing interest to sée in what
lines the religious life and thonght of these Jews
who are passing from the old to the vew dispen
sation will run. It takes us back to the beginn
ing of the Christian era, and suggests the ques
tian: “Suppose the Jews had accepted Jesus as
the Messiah,  What would have been the re
lig‘ous history of the world, and what would be
its condition to-day?"'— Baptist Missionary Maga-
e,

The Grace of Thankfulpess.

We are accustomed to go back to the past for
perfect speciments of almost everything, says
idward Pell in the Woman's Companion. 1 hope
that I may be able tocall attention to this gracc
as it was developed in our wothers without ex-
citing any of thse feelings which are said to be
cxcited when a man discourses upon the merits
of his mother's pies. For with our mothers
thanisgiving was an art, and with many of us |
am afraid itis only a lost art. The more one
studies the American girl of a generation’ ago,
th e more one is impressad with this wonderful
quiet talent which she s> highly prized and s,
constantly usxd. I think that to us men it seemed
the chief secret of her charm It is hard to for
| get the girl who never left unpaid a debt of grat-
itude. It is hard to forget the girl who thanked
you so sweetly for the seat you gave up in the
car that all the men got up at once to taste its
sweetness. It is hard to forget the girl who
» ever once abused your ears or your kindness
with a “Thanks—awfully!” Our mothers werc
taught that it is thankfulness that gives the charm
to thanksgiving, and they did not make the mis
take of trying to be charming from the lips out
ward. ‘That is why their thanksgiving was both
reasonable and duly proportioned, The girl who
has cultivated the spirit of thankfulness does not
gush over at the gift of a daisy, and snap an in
different ““Thanks!"" at the man who has lost «
day from the office to gratify ler little whim
Of course, those mothers of ours had their whim
and exercised the priceless privileges of theught
lessness and snapping now and then, as girls and
other than girls, have always donz; but I think
it cannot be denied that the girl of a generation
ago had a ccnscience on the subject of debts of
gratitnde such as few have had since her day

There are very few of us who do not at som:
time envy the lot of others, but we do not know
where their shoes pinch,

We do not always realize what a privilege it i
to be able to work—just to have the strength and
vitality to take up our tasks day after day.

There are a few days at this season when ce:-
tain seeds must be planted in order to secure th:
best results. Delay the planting for a week,
and the « pportunity of the season is gone. This
fact affords a fine parallel with some moral and
spiritual experiences.




