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THE NIL.W PRINCIPAL AT EDIN-
©  BURGH.

Referri\k to the recent unanimous
and enthuslastic election of Rev. Alex-
ander Why'e, D.D,, pastor of Free St

‘s hurch, Edinburgh, and
known tie world over as the greatest
preacher in Scotland, to the position
of Principal of the United Free Church
College or 'Uhevlngical Seminary af
Edinbargh In succession to the late
Princvipal Marcus Dods, The Presby-
terla;  Standard say :—"This institn-
tion I8 the most distinguished of the
three theological schiools of the United
Free Church and has generally had
the strongest staff, but of late by
reason of the presence of Dr. Staker
in the faculty at Aberdeen, and of Dr.
James Orr, Dr. Jas. Denny, Dr. T. M.
Lindsay and Dr. George .dam Smith
in the faculty at Glasgow, these two
institutions have somewhat eclipsed
the more famous and larger one at
Edinburgh.,  Moreover, the Edinburgh
school, like one of our famous semin-
arles in the northern part of our own
country, has i{allen out of praoctical
contract with the actual requirements
of the presen  ay ministry to a cer-
taln extent, ¢ ! evinces less power
than formerly to make effective preach-
ers, though still maintaining a high
grade of scholarship.”

“The election of Dr. Whyte as Prin-
cipal of the Edinburgh Seminary Is a
master stroke and will do more than
any other thing to deliver it from
undue scholasticista and too great a
preponderance of radical criticlsm. He
has never hed any sympathy with the
well night overwhelming wave of rad-
jcal criticlsm which has swept Scot-
Jand. He s first. last and all the
time a practical preacher. And now
we come to the statement of the most
notable fact about him and the fact
which causes him to stand in a class
almost by himself among the eminent
preachers of the day, and trat is the
fact that he preaches constantly, point-
edly and pungently the doctrine of sin.
When Rev. Hugh Black was his as-
gistant and was preaching with much
literary charm the softer religion of
the more liberal school, the difference
between the two men was noted by the
half flippant church-goer and hit off
in the somewhat crude remark that
Dr. Whyte painted everything black,
and Mr. BElack painted everything
white, This Is, of course, a gross ex-
aggeration, Dr. Whyte is a man of
most helpful, tender and sympathetic
gpirit, and he is an optimist in the
sense that he knows and preaches a
gospel of real salvation for a world of
real sinners.”

“In & thoughtful article .1 the last
number of the Union Seminary Mag-
azine, Rev. J. K. Hall enumecates sev-
eral of the uses of the decline in
the gense of sin which is so charac-
teristic of the present time—such as
worldliness, the lessening of the real-
ization of the holiness, majesty and
presence of Gody the attacks upon the
inspiration of the _Scriptures, false

ries of the A t, the over-
emphasis of the love and goodness of
God, to the exclusion of his holiness
and justice, the deniul of eternal pun-
the Hath hy of

the time, the general decline In the

. average plety of God's people, and the

failure of the ministers of the present
day to preach as they ought upon sin,
the holiness and justice of God, jurg-
ment to come and the doom of the
sinner. He says there are noble ex-
ceptions, but the great mass of pre-
sent-day ministers e failing at this
point.  Whether the method by which
he secks to establish this assertion in
regard to a number of the most evan-
gellcal of present-day ministers be al-
together legitimate or not, no thought-
ful observer of the times will be dis-
posed to question the fact which he
states, But Dr. Whyte Is one of the
“noble exceptions” alluded to, and the
cause of vital religion cannot be too
heartily d on his int-
ment to this position of pre-eminent in-
fluence over the rising ministry ol
Scotland.”

DR. LYLE ON AUGMENTATION.

The following notes on Dr. Lyle's
admirable address In presenting the
clalms of the augmentation scheme
reached us too late for publication at
the proper time: Rev. Dr. Lyle, of
Hamilton, Moderator of the Presby-
terlan Church of Canada. and Con-
vener of the Assembly's Committee
for Augmented pastorates, addressed
the congregation of St Andrew's at
the morning service. He spoke, first,
of the difficulties the church has to
contend w'th. The line of operations
extends no less than 5,000 miles, and
iIn many parts is very sparsely popu-
lated. At present there is a cry for
100 new ministers to man this wide
fleld. It has bacome a ‘heavy burden
for the church to keep up the supply
for so many weak and feeble congre-
gations—the ministers having to trav-
¢! immense distances, and preach three
or four times every Sabbath. Then
the Protestant church s so divided
2, 3, 4,5, 6 and In some extreme cases
even 7 different denominations at
work in one small town or village, and
this among a people soclally and po-
litlically at variance. In the West, too,
there are forms of Christianity that
the Reformed churches cannot in cone
sclence approve, and which are work-
ing with apncommon wenl and energy.
The difficuliies are fmmense, but the
Presbytertan Church does not expect
casy things all the time. We are pre-
pared to endore hardness as good sol-
dlers. There aré encouragements as
well as trinis and dangers, and It ls
our part always to speak the unvar-
pished truth and face the adverse facts
4s they arise. The Doctor then spoke
of the resources of Canada, its 150
milllons of acres of wheat-growing
lands. and its rich mines of copper,
silver and gold. The richest mines,
however, will not make # country
great—it s the mental and moral fbre
of its inhabitants. When we think of
our ancestors and their herolc deeds
—when we consider that our popula-
tion is comvosed of so many noble
races of the ol Arlan stock, Anglo-
Saxons, Celts, Germans and Amerl-
cans, and that all these are blended
and adopted In our own Presbyterian
Church, we cannot take a back scal,
we must step to the front in this
great work of evangellzing the masses
of our fellow-countrymen. The Angli-
can church has done nobly—the Meth-
odist has been eminent for its devo-
tion, the Baptists and Congregation-
alists have always stood for freedom,
and the rights of conscience, and what

of our own? Has it not done good

service in England and Ireland, as well
as in its stronghold in Scotland, the
land of Knox, and the defenders of
the Bible and civil and religious lib-
erty. We cannot, therefore, take &
back seat when the cry is “forward.”
Nay, our place Is in the fore-front,
the very van of the battle. We are
striving at present to add 52 new self-
sustalning congregations every year.
We are supporting 180 men in augment-
ed charges. We are giving them $26,-
000 a year, and their congregations in
return for this generous ald of the
whole Church are giving back in col-
lection between 70 and 80,000 dollars in
support of the mission and schemes
of the church, both foreign and do-
mestic.

The Doctor then closed his able ad-
dress with a touching and impressive

;ppul for hl‘ and support of the

ATTRACTIVE PREACHING.

There Is a manifest
between attractive and sensational
preaching. Attractive preaching ap-
peals to our affections and confidence
—sensational to oni admiration and
wonder. The one Improves the heart
by the sweetness of its spirit—the
other startles by its novelty and ab-
ruptness, The attractive fixes our
minds upon the theme discussed—the
sensational Inspires our regard for the
speaker. In the one case the truth
appears in its most winning form—
in the other it is covered up and lost
in the meretriclous ornament of a
gaudy fancy. We yleld a cheerful and
willing faith and obadlence to the one
—while the other eac..- . momentary
impulse that passes away with the
allusion.

When a minister adopts the sensa-
tional rather than the attractive, he
tacitly confesses his Incapacity for the
higher service of his calling, and de-
scends to the ignoble plane of seeking
the praise of men rafher than the hon-
or of God. The true minister of Christ
only wants Moses and the prophets
and the teachings of Christ and the
Apostles as the sum and substance of
his preaching—while your sensational
ministers would join in the request of
the rich man o Abraham, to “send
Lazarus,” or some other spirit from
heaven or perdition to startle, without
convincing.

It is as true today as it was in the
days of Christ that if people will not
hear Moses and the prophets, “they
would not be persuaded though one
should rise from the dead.” If Divine
truth cannot convince, what can men
or even angels do?

d'fference

The St. Mary's Journal says: “One
of the most, In fact the most unpreten-
tlous exchange, barring the ‘World
Wide,' that reaches our sanctum table
is the DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
and yet none other comes S0 surely
laden with a spread of good things. It
is pithy, meaty, a veritable feast for
the quiet moment. The old subscriber
picks It up each week, confident of
finding something to suit his taste and
he is never disappointed. He closes
his paper a better and a stronger man
morally,  spiritually,  intellectually,
from the quiet, continuous, earnest
work of a conscientious unassuming
editor.” Our St. Mary's contemporary
has our thanks for this kind reference
to the DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.

Dr. Chapman, the well known Pres-
byterian evaneclist. announces that
hereafter he will defer more to the
stated and regular appolntments for
public worship which, prevail in the
communities where he may be con-
ducting his services.

Only in the sacredness of inward sil-
ence does the soul truly meet the sec-
ret hiding God. The strength of ve-
solve, which afterward shapes lfe, and
mixes itself with action, Is the fruit
of those sacred, solitary moments.
There is a divine depth in silence. We
meet God alone.~F. W. Robertson.

Hope both expects and desires; there-
fore it gives courage and pleasure.
is no friend like a noble am-
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