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can woman of German blood who, before the war,

used to visit her relatives in Germany every year.

I told her that I had written this story and she

agreed with me that it was on the cards the women

would instigate i revolution. "Never," she said,

"in any country have I known such discontent

among women, heard so many bitter confidences.

Their feelings against their fathers or husbands

were the more intense and violent because they

dared not speak out like English or American

women."

There is no question that for about fifteen years

before the war there was a thinking, secret, silent,

watchful but outwardly passive revolt going on

among the women of Germany. I do not think it

had then reached the working women. It took the

war to wake them up. But in that vast class which,

in spite of racial industry, had a certain amount of

leisure, owing to the almost total absence of pov-

erty in the Teutonic Empire, and whose minds were

educated and systematically trained, there was per-

sistent reading, meditating upon the advance of

women in other nations, quiet debating unsuspected

of their masters ; and they were growing in numbers

and in an almost sinister determination every year.

Of course there were plenty of hausfraus cowed to


