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TU>ce in five or six thousand public schools, and that this was
done; by moans of text books spei-ially provi-iod fn: tlic purpo8*>. 1

ask bhe House further to remember that four years ago tha
Miii.ter of Education made it compulsory that temperance instruc-

tion should be imi)art«d in our public schools ; ami I further ask
hon. gentlemen to refer to the last report of -.he Minitber of

Education, lu which you will find the g'atifying statement that hvst

year 191,715 pupils reot ivcd instructiou iroin thesft text books,
imparted by thoir teachers on mattors dealing with » he. subject of

temperance. The importance of that itstruction, tho fir reaching
cdusuquoncos of it, no one can estimate. That instruction in itself

assists from time to time in paving the way for udditiunal instal-

ment-, ,.f le'.rislation concerning tho liceiise quesiion. Now I come
to tho rt.viilt of tliis legislation.

Effects of Past Legislation.

I have siiiii that we have had a dozen statu'-fs j)assod in eighteen
or rwcnty yoara. How can A\e judge of their oflicacy? We must
look at the results

; and the only way to eitiniato these results is

to r.isort to such statistics as the blue books of the Dominion or
our own pro\ince will fursiis' I repc ,it i hat one result is, I do
not ,;iy solely due to legislate,.,, that i! e iieoj.le of this province
are rioticoably a sobiu- people. T can sul- n, tiate that by reference
to st-itistics. If these statist :.'s are of a; - ^ uiu:, tliey prove abun-
dantly that tho poojik; of this province are more notk'e.il)le for their
sobri 't , '!;-n llio ])eople of any other provhiet in tiie Dominion.
Till .,i! .ti, .; to wuieh Iv.ill refer are wiflun the roach of even-
hon. gentleuieii. I will first of all quote from the Dominion Year
Book, taking the two yeais for 1884 and IS'Ji, and I find that tho
numl..;r of convictions for dniakeiuie^s in this province in 1883
was one for eveiy 423 jieople

; whereas ten years thereafter it was
o;ief(,r .^very ()70 people, an advance of 50'-/,, io t lie direction we
ail hope for and look for. In Quebec in i8B4 there \,'as a conviction
for every 862 of tiie jjopulation ; whereas in 1894 tlioro. wjis a con-
viction for every 35i) of the people. Matters h.id grown 50°/,, beti cr
in this province during that decade, and 100% wonie in the sister
Province of Quebec.

We hear much as to advanced temperance .sentiment in the Pi<.
vinceof Nova Scotia. The nmnber of conviuti'i. s :n Nova Scona
ic 1884 was one fur every 7ol of the jnipuiati on. and m 1894 it v/ia


