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THK TIIKOXE OF DAVID.

gone o?t oTlTuL^Vnceilv:^^ "''' ""'^ ^'"^ »^'"« ^h«t is

I will not lie ui,to David Hir«lVT''.? ^^^'^ hoUnem that

QuEHTioN. Have I not at different times heard vou expressviews tourh.ng tiie promises made to David wiiidi are n^texactly in harmony with the generally rece ved op io h.ANHWER. Very likely, as I have alwavs bee Tee toconfess that the ordinary way of explaining 'these cr.tures
8 very unsatisfactory to me, .o much so fhat it seem liketrid.ng with the Bible rather than explaining it

^''"'*
"'^^

cle^?;.
'^'°"'1 ^°" ^^^'"^ **" "" explanation here, as it is notclear to me, wherein our expositors have been in error touch-ing these covenant promises ?

A I will cheerfully do so, and I am glad to find you will-ing to look nto the subject. So many treat prophesy a" Utw^re specially given to entangle the mind and obscure tmhhat .t as quite refreshing to find one who is willing oinvestigate. Prophesy was given for the purpose of makingplain, ^. e telling beforehand what should take p^acr Theonly really prophetic book of the New Testament s caU dApocalypse, which is the very reverse of mysterv
Q. Why then have the prophesies been and still are

thTros;err
"""'"' generally shunned by preachers of

A For various reasons. Some have not the capacity orhistorical information to enable them to enter on o wl .theme; others are too indolent and would rather not havetheir minds disturbed or stirred up to studv anything- st 11others are so jealous of old opinions that an^ new interpret,
tion fills them with fear if not with enw '

""erpreta-

Q. This may all be true, but you have gone aside fromthe question^ There have been able and pious men who gavemuch thought to this subject of prophecy. Can you slio'-where they went astray and why ?
'
>OU SllOA

A. I have, it is true, gone a little aside, but nut because Ifeel unable to answer your question. These exr ositors thouligreat and good men, were only ,nen and uni,'p,^^^^
They were not free from the influence of those schools of'hough which preceded them. About the third centun

osophers laughed at the unfumilcd promi.es of'God's\C
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