Nationalism in the British Fompire

to the thought of to-day. The Empire was not, as it has been fool-

ishly expressed, created in a fit of absent-mindedness, but rather was

created by a people too intent upon action to realize the full meaning

of what they were doing. To-day it stands a complex fabric. It

is American as well as European, of the Last as well as of the West

There is to be an eternal rejuvenescence of the old by contact and
co-operation with the young, a steadying of the young by the maturer
wisdom and culture of the old. This Empire, itself the product of
no far-seeing design but only a natural growth, has no aim further
to enlarge its borders. It is already vast beyond precedent and to

develop its own resources, cure its own defects, and enlarge the hap-

piness of its members will furnish to it tasks for all the centuries

to come. Its best spirits aim at no racial supremacy I'hey beli
in the stability which comes through liberty. Cynics will say that
only dreamers can hope in such a plan. But this promise for the

future is, in truth, less wonderful than what has

already been
ichieved in bringing so many lands under a single sovereignty \t

any rate the British Empire has some vital import for mankind as a

I
whole. It is not to be spoken of in any note of exultation in i
power or greatness but rather in terms of its responsibilities and

duties.
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