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fhe Ne Temore Decree ; its Purpose, EfFects and|

Relation to Canadian Law and Religion.

By Sir Richard Scott. (Senator.)

Th* N* Tamera decTM, IM effaota,

objccta. mnd oppoilUon !• • rabjaot et

an IDteraitlng latUr jntt iMuad br
Sir Richard Scott An aathorttr on
marrlaca lawa of Canada and divorca
and bigamy atatlatlca, )m oomprahan-
Ivaly diaeuana tlia altuation in Ca-
nada, and parttcularUr W Quabao, aa It

atanda todajr. Bavaral Ijataacaa of na-
fortunata marrlacai "• oltad. Saya
Sir Richard:
"At the Ecumenical Saaalon of the

Methodist body recently held in To-
ronto, following the example of the
other rellfloiu counotia—Analloan,
Preabyterlan and BapUat—which met
'n conference in that city durlns the
past summer, a reaolution waa adopt-
ed atrongly condemning the 'Ne Te-
mere' decree, and at the Inatance of

Biabop HaMUtOB the entire conference
la wpni lid la Ow praaa to have atood
a« MBa maa to 'denouaoa thta out-

la «viaSr atfoat hingnage the eon-
fllii y i wttk •mml nnanimtty eon-
Slaiiial tha lutty of the divorce lawi
«a4 oartaiB BMtfrkga cnatoma "atyled
'Maaad twbafow." adding:

'Trom Um flttt Uathodlam haa
heM narriaga te be a divine Insti-

tution, aaered and iavlolabla, inde-
penaable to social order and to the
security and well-being both of the
church and the atate. This Is a
time when It Is more emphasized
than ever in the paat, that we must
bear wltneaa to this our abiding
faith in this most sacred institution

"We desire to express our eamun
disupprcval of all haaty and Ul-con-
aldered marrlagea Further, to re-
cord our meat emphatic protest a-

eainst easy and unjustifiable dl-

voice. Unless something is done to

chock this mad tendency we fear

that the foundation of this primal
and Indispensable institution will be
undermined.
"We commend the stand taken on

this subject by all the branches of
".Tnthoi'Ism represented In this eon-
ferenct, and we bear glad testi-

mony to the fldeUty of Methodist
ministers In refusing to become part-
ners In rhls divorce evil by perform-
'nn marriage ceremonies for unlaw-
fully divorced people. We sincerely
hope that in the future, as In the
past. Methodism <»111 stand on th»
impregnable foundation of Holy
Scripture In proclaiming to the world,
Those whom Qod haa joined let

no man put asunder.'
"This was likewise adopted unani-

mously, amid a chorua of "hee,*,

hears" and applause. The gall"^ -i

of spectators were quite as n.J<di

enthused."

MKNTIONED NO METHOD.

The conferonca, while azoraaa'ng Ita

earnest disapproval of all baaty and
lll-eonslderad marrlagaa, and while
condemning the Catholic rule prer.-^rlb-

a« In the Ne Temara with tha object 3f

preventing aueh .ash 'Uances no-v be-
coming ao general y failed to aug-
geat any method for adoption that
would cheek thia rapidly increasing
avlL Aa the reaolution afllrma the
doctrine that marriage la a divine In-

atttutlon, sacred, and Inviolable and
Indispensable to social order and to

tha security and well-being of the
Chur4i and Stete, Methtodlsm 1(8

quite In accord with ^he Catholic
Church In that Important matter
But while recognising hasty ar>d Ill-

considered marrlagea as the greatest
social evil of our timea the confer-

ence might have aided In diminishing
the long and yearly Increasing list of
divoreaa and of Indlotmenta for big-
amy by pointing out some manner by
which the evil might be checked.
Conalder for the moment what is

tha result of those free and easy m,.r-
rlagaa hastily contracted. Divorces
are yearly Increasing; bigamy is be<
coming a common offence, and the
press of the Dominion Is constantly re-
porting cases of wife desertion. In
proof of these statements, 'st mo
briefly refer to certain facts which Il-

lustrate the evils more forcibly than
cuuld otherwise be done.

mVORCE GROWTH.

1 1 a retu :-tj of all divorces rranted
"'nee Confederation moved j the
Uenate last session the f facts
were disclosed: In the .. •• yeara
after Confederation seven divorces
were granted; In the next ten years
si^tetn were granted; in the following
ten years thirty-six divorce bills were
piuised: in the next ten years, ending
in 1907. fifty-nine divorces were grant-
ed: nnd in the last, three sessions
forty-four were granted. If the yearly
Increasing average Is kept up, the cur-
rent tor -year term will show over
two hundreu and fifty divorces. And
It must be remembered that there are
divorce courts In four of the provinces.
Up to the year 19M Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Britlah Columbia had
granted one hundred and forty-flve di-

vorces, Britlah Columbia leading with
seventy-twa Tihese figures do not,

of coarse, lnel.de the many wife deser-
tions that are constantly occurring.
e'..lefly In the cities and towns. If

the records of the Children'^ Aid So-
cieties and other relief organisations
were examined they would show a long

list of (amlllas left In diatreaa by fa-

then who have abandoned wives and
children, to b« cared for by tha public,

and. Ignoring the divorce corrt, have
picked up another mate, and lound a
clergyman ready for a couple of dol-

lara to perform tha marriage cere-
mony.
In proof of that atatement let ma

refer to tha last published report of

Criminal StaUstlea. It will be found
In No. t Sksslonal Papers, 1910, pagaa
111 to 22. The total number of In-

dictments for bigamy In the year ware
flfty-nlna, acqulttala twelve.
Ot the convictions, there were two in

Nova Scotia, two in Quebec, four In

Manitoba, and thlrty-flve in Ontario.
Fourteen of the latter were In the
county of Tork (Toronto), with twelve
convlctiona The residences of nearly
all thoce cha'-ied were In the cities

and towna The actual number of

those who committed bigamy in that
year would probably be three times the
number of those charged, as It Is

uaually only those who remain In lo-

calities near where they previoualy liv-

ed who are pr oecuted. Those who
remove to dlstac; point = or who leave
the country a-e not again heard of,

and often the deserted wife Is glad to

be rid of a worthless spouse.

BH- \.MY ST.\TIST1CS.
The nii jer of indictments for big-

amy that year in Ontario were forty,

against six in the Province of Que-
bec (three of those being in the city

of Montreal).
An examination of the Criminal

Statistics for the preceding year will

show that bigamy la on the increase,
except in the Province of Quebec,
where t'le average number ot charges
does no<. exceed three yer year nearl)

all being In the city of Montreal
Those facts should convince the most
sceptical that the marriage law of

the Catholic Church, the keynote ot
which Is publicity, i& some protection
agali.st those "hasty and ill-consider-

ed marriages" which the Methodist
body so deeply deplored. How else

can one explain the extraordinary dif-

ference In the number of bigamy
charges between Ontario and Que-
bec?

WOM.\N .S T.IFK RriNFn.
Aa Illustrating the iidk that a man

win take and hope to escape the
charge of bigamy, I mav mention a
case which recently came under my ,
obser\-atlon. A respectable Protest- '

ant girl Just out from Kngland, hired
aa a nurse In a family In Ottawa, and
shortly after meeting casually a Ca-
tholic i-iechanlc earning good wages a
friendsljp sprang up, and after a time

i


