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reach maturity. No definite informntion (vuiM be obtninol as to t!iis. and it must
therefore be left to future invcstidatioiis. \vli<>u the nc.'cssnr.v facts in ttiis rrspo.'t
can be collected. From the exiwrioncc ol)tain.'cl tliroiiKh tlu; Kiir..p<-.iii iiiv..stipntinns
It must be assumed that the two tyiK-s of hrrriiitrs, wliirh l,„v,. s,> iini.li rcstMublaiu-c
as to their rate of growth, may also reach their maturity at iiboiit tlic same a"-o. If
this is so, it must further be supposed tliat tlie spawiiiiiir sciiods off the Xcwfouiul-
land coasts in some years, in any ca-c. must < .;isist o<" iarfro huiiiImts of Mnallcr and
younger (4-, 5-, and 6-year-old fish), wf-> :. •

. ,nv:> oxtmt miisf 1;,, ihrondi the
fishermen's nets and thus cscajv from bo k, cmi^'lit. Tin. , ,int. whidi o'.viou.ly b;is
great theoretical and practical importai iioiild i... I< , , i,, view in .iny further
scientific researches, as well ns in practit I fi hinfr cNp.Tii cnts, snch as will nndiMil.t-
edly have to be made in future. It woi i ; i- of u'-^-.H interest if su.-h eNperimrnts
could be made, during the coming spriufr.

Wo will now, with all the precaution and reservation innniclintrly aiMsina from
the considerations just urged, again regard tlie two tables (s an<I !i) ;ni.l e-piei.illy
draw attention to the comparison of the Hfrures of the i.eiceritii/e for tlic older yenr-
classes, which are represented in the sanii)Ies in great numbers.
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Fig. Ifi. CompiMition in point of afje of fall herrint? from Wnst CoaKt <;f Nt'wfoundland (Rlnnit
lieKinning of November, 1914).

It may also be of interest to compare the two figures, l.') and l(i. which are drawn
on the basis of the figures contained in table 8 and ft. It will then bo st^en that the
spring herring (table 0) for the greato-t part eonsiste<l of tlirrt> y.ar-elnss<>s. tlie 0-,
10-, and 11-year old herring. among.st which the lO-yoiir-old. born iii the year 1it04. pre-
dominated to such an extent that alniutl half (44 per cent) of tlie total nnmltor of the
individuals in the samples belonged to this single year-class. We have thus here
agrain established the fact that great fluctuations occur in the number of the diflPerent
year classes. Spawning schools of the Newfoundland lierrin-r re>enili!e nl-o in this
respect the spawning schools of the Norwegian spring herring.


