
18

FiK- 12 hIiown the «anie t}'|M> of branch in hlomom. Notice that each Mpur lias

an ample itupply of leavctt to develop its fruit. This branch wan much more
"mature'' for its aj{o than Fig. II, Notice also some terminal bloom on the

new wjmhI. Tlrt latt«'r lil<M>m by tliance may develop fruit. Notice also that no

blosurnw are found on the new or one-year wood.

Fi)f. 13 hIiowh the siame type with its crop of fruit. Here it will be notited

that the development of each fruit seems to \>e in proportion to the amount of

leaf surface growing on the spur.

Fig. 14 is an old and well-branchetl fruit spur found on the older brandi
of a tree. The rxact history can be read owing to its habit of producing fruit

from terminal budc. Th^ bud that continues the growth of the spur arises from
below the fruit during .e year the fruit is ^eing Iwrne, and so cause!* the jtpur

to have a zigzag appearance. A, B, €, and similar scars, show where the fruit

has bwu lK)rne. Each bud will ordinarily produce four or five blossoms and as

many leaves, and at the time of opening will grow out an inch cr more. These
buds are not alwoys fruit buds, as reference to Fig. 15 will show.

This is a similar spur and shows only two of these fuds a<: being fruit buds.

This conditioii' on the individual spurs is largely controlled by the condition of

the tree at ihe time tiiese liuds are k'ing formed the previous year. Where there

ig an extra crop of fruit to call lorgely on the resources of the tree, nature has

made provision that only a few fruit buds shall develop, and the remaiiuler will

l)e lenf buds. This creates a tendency towards the biennial habit of bearing.

Fig. 1(5 shows a s|)ur similar to Figs. It and 15 in fruit. In this care, most
of the leaves have been cut away and the liuds may distinctly l)c seen. Notice

the continuation of the spur in the long new wood at the left.

Figs. 17, 18 and 10 each shows a branch of a mature tree. It is obvious that

sudi branches will need no pruning except for purposes of thinning the fruit. Here
again each spur docs not produce a cluster of blossoms. In some c".ses they may
lie seen to jiroduco a small br eh one or two inches long in the season; such a

one, for instance, may be seen in Fig. 1(5, below the fruit at the left. The fruit-

fulness of each spur is ci ntrojled liy conditions of the previous season, for if

it could not then produce a fruit l>ud, none Imt leaves can arise the following

season; in this season, however, it will make a very short growth of an inch or two
and set good strong fruit buds.

Study figures IT and IS together. They are excellent illustrations of the

general fruiting habit of the av'-rage mature but thrifty pear tree. Though the

two illustrations arc not from the same l)ranch, Fig. 18 will illustrate where blos-

soms would have formed on Fig. 17.

SPKAYING.

Ordinarily pears should be given three sprayings the same as the apple, at

about the same time, with tiie same materials and with the same degree of com-
pleteness and efliciency.

The first spray must be applied to the dormant wood. It is generallv con-

sidered advisable to delay this as long as possible, or until the buds have begun
to burst, if af»hids have Iwen present until the eggs have begun to hatch. Use the

winter strength Mme sulphur 1.0.3 specific gravity to ?ach forty gallons of which
have been added one-third pint of Black Leaf 40 or nicotine sulphate.


