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We, the representatives of the states members of the United Nations,
assembled at United Nations headquarters on October 24, 1970, on the occasion
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the coming into force of the Charter of the
United Nations, now solemnly declare that:

1. In furtherance of the anniversary objectives of peace, jdstice and

progress, we reaffirm our dedication to the Charter of the United Nations and

our will to carry out the obligations contained in the Charter.

2. The United Nations, despite its limitations, has, in its role as a centre

for harmonizing the actions of nations in attaining the purposes mentioned in

Article 1 of the Charter, made an important contribution to the maintenance

of international peace and security, to developing friendly relations based on

respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples and

:o achieving international co-operation. in economic, social, cultural and

humanitarian fields. We reaffirm our deep conviction that the United Nations

can provide a most effective means to strengthen the freedom and independence

of nations.

3. In pursuance of the purposes of the Charter, we reaffirm our determina-

tion to respect the principles of international law concerning friendly relations

and co-operation among states. We will exert our utmost efforts to develop

such relations among all states,' irrespective of their political, economic and

social systems, on the basis of strict observance of the principles of the Charter,

and in particular the principle of sovereign equality of states, the principle

that states shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use

of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state,

the principle that they shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means,

the duty not to intervene in matters within the domestic jurisdiction of any

state, the duty of states to co-operate with one another in, accordance with

the Charter, the principle that states shall fulfil in good faith the obligations

assumed by them in accordance with the Charter. The progressive development

and codification of international law, in which important progress was made

during the first 25 years of the United Nations, should be advanced in order

to promote the rule of law among nations. In this connection, we particularly

welcome the adoption today of the Declaration on Principles of International

Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance

with the Charter of the United Nations.

4. Despite the achievements of the United Nations, a grave situation of

insecurity still confronts the organization and armed conflicts occur in various

parts of the world, while at the same time the arms race and arms expenditure

continue and a large part of humanity is suffering from economic under-develop-
ment. We reaffirm our determination to take concrete steps to fulfil the central

task of the United Nations - the preservation of international peace and

security - since the solution to many other crucial problems, notably those of
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