From national champs to nowhere

York wrestling program faces axe

by Riccardo Sala

The Yeomen wrestlers have been
down this road before, and it
looks a lot like last year.

But that’s bad news for anyone
interested in the program. If
wrestling was alive this year, it
really wasn't well, and it was def-
initely not like the team that
called York home two years ago.

That 1988-89 team is still at
York physically, in the form of
two championship banners. one
for their OUAA title and one for
the CIAU title.

However, it's hard to make the
mental connection between that
squad and the one that practised
out of the judo room this year.

The wrestling Yeomen spent
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. this year “‘under review”'. That’s

a polite term for a team that has
atrophied since the departure of
coach John Park two years ago,
after winning the national title.

Athletics still has the wrestling
program ‘‘under review”, but
this year, more so than last sea-
son, the team doesn’t look like it
will be back.

Mike Dinning and the rest of
the people at athletics will have
to make a decision sometime in
April whether or not the team
stays.

There are other programs that
will be discussed when the
department meets in April.
Teams like rugby and waterpolo.
But their status and existence
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isn’t in question as much as
wrestling.

And their fall hasn’t been as
dramatic.

There were a mere four Yeo-
men wrestlers who were at the
OUAA finals this year. Only
two—Scott Prokosh and Roy Su
Wah Sing—qualified for the
Nationals, with Sing getting a
silver medal.Along with former
Yeoman turned coach-in-a-
hurry John Cho and a trainer, it
was i foursome in Regina for the
CIAU finals.

Two years earlier it was eleven.
And that was just the wrestlers.

There were problems
throughout this year. Cho's
harshest words were saved for
those students with wrestling
experience who could have made

a difference on a team that didn’t
have enough athletes—and
didn’t come out.

There are problems with the
wrestling mats. Dinning says
they take up too much space in
the judo room. They probably
do. But still it’s too bad that an
issue like this becomes a prime
consideration for a team with a
record like wrestling.

Cho doesn’t regret too much.
Under Park he got to wrestle
with the best university team in
Canada, and got an education to
boot. It’s the same with Sing and
others whose memory of the
program extends past the mud-
dle of the past two vears.

In the end you can blame

whoever you like. Times aren’t
the best in terms of university
athletics in Canada. When the
University of Alberta has to drop
its football program, you have
to look at York. Tait McKenzie
is a joke and there really is no
need to go over that punchline.

It wrestling stays, then you
have to wonder what type of
shape it'll be in for the future.

The Toronto area is a pool of
high-school talent. But what'’s to
keep these prospects from going
down the road to McMaster or
Western, schools which have
eclipsed York recently and
whose program shows greater
stability?

Ain’t that a shame.
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