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!> by PETER SPENCER

A St. Mary’s University history professor says the west
ern world is in great need of a new philosophy to give it the 
impetus necessary to revitalize its life.

Professor MacCormick was speaking November 1 in the 
Memorial Room of the Arts and Administration building to 
the Student Christian Movement on the Roman Catholic Con
ception of Man in the lecture series “The Nature of Man.”

ruling English monarchs, and was 
strengthened by natural law.

The Western world, said Profes
sor MacCormick, has inherited this 
English tradition, and today it was 
against the Communist idea of de
mocracy. But many of our presup
positions arose from Marxism.

Socrates, when he discussed the 
nature of justice, asked whether or 
not justice was separate from the 
mind—the fundamental idea of law 
grounded in nature against the will 
of any one man or group of men. 
Christianity affirmed this idea.
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faith that had activated the western 
world into its present state was 
now dead. He said science was that 
faith and that this faith had taken 
politicial and social forms of which 
the best known form was Commun
ism.
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says FRED DAVIS 
TV’s top panel moderator He said until 1945 the West had 

a really living faith. The 30s were 
the last great age of secularist faith 
and hope—hope that man could 
create what amounted to a Utopia 
on earth. This science presupposed 
evil to be no problem, that there 
was nothing that could not be solv
ed by scientific methods. But he 
said we are not as sure of this to
day as in former times.

The United States—the leader of 
the West—was showing uncertain 
leadership to the Western world in 
contrast to some smaller nations, 
who were driven to achievements 
by the philosophy of Communism. 
Belief in the possibility of science 
continues to be strengthened, said 
Professor MacCormick, because of 
great studies in science today.
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Professor MacCormick said there 
was a tendency to agree with the 
natural approach to mankind and 
believe there was no change in 
human nature.ill 1
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Church Discouraged

He said that Communists agree 
with natural aproach to mankind 
but said they see a pattern and de
velopment in life. The difficulty 
then arises that if one does not be
lieve in a pattern and that human 
nature has a purpose it is hard to 
get as coherant an approach to life.

Professor MacCormick said the 
Roman Catholic Church upholds 
the belief in natural law and thus 
has been discouraged from all 
countries and institutions who have 
done away with and who do not 
believe in natural law. Thus when 
England became Protestant, Cath
olics became divorced from Eng
lish society.

On the continent, the French 
Revolution was extremely anti- 
Cahtolic, and people disliked repub
licanism. In France the monarchy 
leaned on the church for organiza
tional support and the church up
held the monarchy as the true form 
of government.

The result today, said Professor 
MacCormick, is that the Roman 
Catholic church is not enthusiastic 
about western tradition which it 
helped to create. Thus arose a 
double alienation and until secular
ists came to a better appreciation 
of religious and moral tradition 
our approach will be aimless. What 
was needed was a philosophy that 
would give the natural impetus and 
force needed to revitalize western 
life.
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m Communism Not Accepted
Prfoessor MacCormick said that 

although the western philosophy 
was based partly on the Marxist 
philosophy, the West could not ac
cept the majority of its teachings 
as interpreted by the Communists.

He said two forms of democrocy 
had arisen. One arose from the 
French Revolution and was known 
as natural law and the other from 
English legal experience, known as 
common law.

The French Revolution came out 
of the new belief in scientific dis
coveries—that all evil in society 
springs from maladjustment of 
some sort or another. Externally it 
was a very revolutionary concept. 
It rejected all knowledge that could 
not be represented in a mathemati
cal way. Thus tradition was reject-

.

“There’s something extra special about a 
du MAURIER cigarette; two things, in fact. 
One is the choice Virginia tobacco. The other is 
the “Millecel” super filter. Together, they give 
you the best cigarette ever.”
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a really milder high grade Virginia Cigarette English common law arose from 
Anglo-Saxon law and the law of
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PROCTER & GAMBLE SMU Paints On 
Dal SidewalksOFFERS THE GRADUATE:

V 1. HIGHLY DEVELOPED TRAINING
2. A CHANCE TO GROW IN DIRECT RELATION TO HIS ABILITY
3. THE SOLID BACKING OF A GROWING COMPANY RECOGNIZED 

AS A LEADER IN INDUSTRY

Professor A. F. Chisholm, Uni- 
verstiy engineer, says it’s not yet 
been determined how much it will 
cost to have letters removed from 
the concrete in front of the Dunn 
Science Building and the Dal Rink.

Products such as Tide, Cheer, Ivory, Camay, and Crisco are known and used in every household. The success
ful development and marketing of these brands is directed by university trained men whose abilities are con
stantly challenged by new responsibilities.
Graduation may be many months away, but we urge you to give serious consideration to your future now. The 
Placement Office has copies of booklets which have been designed to give you detailed information.
Company representatives will visit Dalhousie University to discuss with graduating students of all faculties, 
openings in Advertising, Finance, Purchasing, Sales Management and Traffic.

The letter “SMU,” in places as 
high as four feet, were painted on 
the sidewalks Friday night in front 
of the buildings by errant souls 
from St. Mary's University.

The letters were also placed on 
the sidewalk in front of the new 
men's residence. But Prof. Chisholm 
said Dalhousie was not responsible 
for these sidewalks, as they were 
still under the jurisdiction of the 
contractor.INTERVIEWS

The University engineer told the 
Gazette ordinary paint removers, 
or solvents, could not be used. A 
wire brush or electric drill would 
be needed to remove the paint.
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