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Wi*nship on basketball
By Bill Winship

T'he 1961-62 intercollegiate schedule has been full of dis-
appointments for U of A athietes. Heading the list are the
Golden Bear basketballers, whose performance is ail the more
disappointing in light of the promise and potential the team
showed in early season play.

With an experienced nucleus returning intact, backed by a
very promising array of rookies, it looked like, this was the
year the Bears would emerge from the WCIAU cellar and once
again become a power to be reckoned with. While the Bears
did improve on their 3-20 won-lost record of the previous year,
it was done at the expense of the UAC squad.

Trhe Beara ended Uic season withj
two wins and six loases in league
action to tic for second place with
the U of S Huskies (UBC T'Birdsj
captured Uic title), and an overali
record of seven wins and 17 loases.

Pcrhaps t00 much was cxpcct-
cd of thc Bears, and ini particular,
thc rookies. - A te ami which
counts on strong performances
frorn first ycar players, as well
as consistcntly strong pay frorn
veterans, ia courting trouble, as
thc past season indicates. On
thc occasions when thc rookies
werc carrying their load, thc
veterans were found wanting,
and when Uic rookies werc
shaky, there was litile Uic
veterans could do to salvage
victory. In Uic fcw games that
saw both rookica and veterans
producmng as cxpectcd Uic Bears
had little trouble with the
opposition.

PROMISING BEGINNING
The Bears began Uieir season with

very promising performances in ab-
breviated gamea with thc Harlema
Clowns. The Clowns played it
straight in Uic first hall of two games
and Uic Bears gave thera al Uic
action they could handie. The Bears
then 'retired' and let Uic Clowns
exhibit Uieir baskctbail blackmagic
at the expense of Uic junior Bearcats.

The Bears hosted Uic highly
ratcd Carrol College Saints thc
foliowing weekend, absorbing
79-55 and 83-80) defeats. How-
ever, in Uic 83-80 bs Uic Bears
cxccllcd Uiemselves ipossibly
their best game of Uic season,
taking thc Saints imb overtirne
bof ore succumbing. The Bear
phoenix appcarcd to bc rising!
The Northern Montana College

Lights invaded PEB next to give Uic
Bears their second taste of Arnerican
competition. Whiie Uie Bears lost
twice, 78-73 and 71-65, Uiey gave1
further indication that 14 game los-
ing streaks were a thing of the past.

HOLIDAYS GOOD
The Christmas hoiidays seemed to

do Uic Golden Ones a lot of good as
they ended a 16 game drought by1
downing Uic U of S Huskies 58-501
and 75-57 in Uic opening games of1
thc WCIAU scheduie. The wins gave1
te Bears a shortlived first place1

lead; unaccustomed hights for Uic
U of A squad who'vc fallen on badt
times ince Uic 1957-58 championship1
team.1

The winning streak was extcndcd1
to four games as Uic Bears nipped
Uic SouUiern Alberta All-Starst
twice, 60-58, in Uic preliininary
gantes to what was billed as Uic
"ýunofficial North Amnerican Basket-
baul Championships" betwecn Can-
adian champion Lthbridgc Brodera
and Uic Denver-Chicago Truckers.
The stage was now set for Uic big
upset.

The UAC basketball squad, a
suprisingiy strong and spirited
tearn, brought Uic Bears back to
earth with a thriiiing last second 1
65-63 victory. The locals retain- 1
cd some measure of pride by 1
rnauling thc UAC upstarts 70-53
Uic ncxt cvcning. The Bears
gaied further revenge hy i
trouncmng the UAC hoopstcrs
6&-46 aimd 68-57 before a dis-

blpined Calgary crowd who1
:»aine to sec another miracle. q
Having won seven of their last

eight games Uic Golden Ones werc lu
high spirits as they travelicd to
Saskatoon to meet Uic Huskies. The1
returu trip was flot quite so gay!'

The hot Husky squad had handed the
Bears 54-46 and 57-51 defeats and
Alberta pennant hopes faded.
BRODER BOMB BEARS

The Bears next feli victim to the
defending Canadian champion Leth-
bridge Broders. The Broders were
road-wcary and indifferent in hand-
ing the locals a 71-60 decision in the
first of a two game series. However,
it was a much fresher and more con-
cerned Broder team which bombcd
the Bears 87-53 in the second, in the
process giving an indication of why
they are considered Canada's best.

A home-and-home series with the
UBC Thunderbirds e n d e d the
WCIAU schedule for the Bears on
a dismal note as the T'Birds awept
four games to end another unbeaten
season in conference play. At Van-
couver, the T'Birds dumped the
Bears 84-74 and 80-56 and scored
their seventh and eighth wins in
conference action at Edmonton with
67-55 and 76-62 victories.

T h us, another unsuccessiul
season for the Bears has passcd
and alrcady the cries of "watt
'tii next ycar" are bcmng hcard.
Perhaps for thc first tinte in four
seasons these cries have some
foundation. Although graduation
will dlaim Harry Bleshko and
Jack Hickcn the prospects for
next season look cncouraging.
Garry Smith, who did such an out-

standing job at guard will be re-
turning along with feilow guard
Maury Van Viet who has one more
year of WCIAU eigibility rcmaining.
Ed Blott, who imprnved with every
game., shouid be a major cog in the
Green and Gold machine next year.
Jeff Hakeman was aiso very im-
pressive in his rookie campaign, as
was Jim Fisher. The littie "buzz7-
bomb" Jim Walker and crowd-
pleaser Gord Valgardson shouid also
help the '62-'63 Bear cause. These
and others justify the "wait 'tii next
year"' cries.
WILL MISS VETERANS

The Bears wiil certainiy miss four
year veterans Jack Hickcni and
Harry Beleshko. Jack with his
pretty layups, sharpshooting, and
prowess at thc foui uine has been a
big weapon in the Bear attack.
Harry with bis smooth and easy hook
shots and "big" games has often
turned defeat into victory. Coach
Mendryk is going to have trouble
filling their spots on the starting
uine-up.

Nobody asked me but 1 don't
think a coach couid go far wrong
with these five as a starting lineu p:

Center: UBC's sensational Dave
Way who does just about everything
a center could be asked to do.

Forwards: UBC's rookie Laurie
Predinchuk and U of S's Pat Lawson.

Guards: U of A's Garry.Smith and
U of S's Terry Little.,'

0f course, a Wayýne Qaburne
(UBC), Maury Van Vliet (U of A),
Dave Bla c k (UBC), Bob Babki
(UAC), Ken Myhre (UAC), or Bob
Mirwald (U Of S) 0 Uic bench
wouidn't hurt Ue team ither!

For the most valuab e players I
wouid chose Dave Wa and Garry
Smith.

For thc rookie of year: Laurie
Predinchuk, easily e best rookie
on sight.

And the best tira eeper of Uic
year: Doug Walkcr!,

Until Uic next Gateý.&ay (Septem-
ber) just one more coî*uent: "Wait
,tiI next year!"

i

Nust wraps up h(
By Barry Rust

Alberta's golden bear wears the WCIAU hockey crown and leavt
clutches the Hamber Cup. So what else is new? sons.

Actually it's been quite a season, interesting to say the ed
least. Bears were easily the class of the inter collegiate league ing.
romping through the schedule with a record of il wins and 1 miss
loss. They earned a split with powerful Denver University and -Ed
Colorado College, and, on the other side of the ledger, lost the Ieavg
"prestige" series to Edmonton 011 Kings. Their overail record abe

was 14 wins, 6 losses, and two ties, flot bad, especially when you blue
consider they played only nine games in the friendly confines No4
of Varsity Arena. dream

WhileBear wonthe CIAUCenter
hile B arsus won the C the Gait Terriers were in town. They wil

Satthewan sub sta argin, were Canada's choice te play the Sa
Sasatcewn wn jatenough Swedes and, ah, to hell with it!

gantes and received a Uitile help WleIrsoch ujet a oi
frorn the schcduling to keep sorne hats off te Clare Drake. llcs Rgh
degrce of pressure on untl the made the mistake of coming up Rih
third last gante of the season. with winner after winner se that DefeaV
The Huskies though rnust rate now it's taken for grantcd. Bears Dfn
as a disappointrnent for they satdlm esnmnsHusl
neyer did live up to their pre- stalrts f the pmnsrue~ Goal:
season expectations. The league syelartsand t h ee mre thn cîl

of curs wa cosidraby wak- average hockey players. They didn't
cncd, in balance at least, by the included men of professional bra
absence of Manitoba. calibre like Vic Dzurko, and bvrak

BAUER TAKES SLACK Doug Messier. Most Valuable ovs ee
The appearance of Father David Player, Dick Dumigan, and AI RUST'

Bauer on the British Columbia Laplante. Drake did an excel- Mst
scen-e, however, took up some of the lent recruiting job and came up BestN
siack interest wise. And we can- with a brilant array of new- Bs
flot forget the Hamber Cup. It's corners. Bestj
stili here. Hasn't moved for eleven The 1961-62 season isn't quite over thiri
years. for the Green and Gold yet. Drake BestI

The loss of the exhibition set to has his club in the Alberta inter- Most I
the Oil Kings, three games to one, mediate playoffs. They played Cole- Coach
was a bitter pili for Bear faithfuls man i the south town last night Bigges
to swallow, particularly when one and are supposed to host them to- ofS
visions a certain Leo LeClerc jump- morrow but what with the carnival Best G
ing up and down and rubbing his in Varsity Arena, ice has become a * *
hands together with most bountiful problem. Rookie
glee. Nobody's trying to create LEST WE FORGET: had
alibis, but it must be remembered -Dave Carlyle, who enjoyed his fin- stepl
that the Oiers had a full three to est season in Bear uniform, tied a Busies
four weeks advantage in condition- WCIAU record for the most goalsH UBC
ing over the Bruins when the first in a single game. He popped in Hard1
two contesta were staged. four. uer-

There la something else, isn't there. -Austin Smith, tied another WCI- Fink o
No we haven't forgotten the balmy AU record for moat assista in a ed IV
evening of February 24 or better game, five in the same contcst. Tiredei
known as, "the night ail collegiate -Bobby Cox, who came on like Rutu
hockey teams should have stayed gangbusters to win the WCIAU BestB
home where they belonged" or scorîng crown. Hc
"Ducky Drake gets Decked." Yup, -Austin Smith, center and captain thic

ockey
tes the squad after four sca-
is. A workhorse ail the way,

stin was undoubtedly the teant
der. He led the WCZAU scor-
rrace most of the season but
ýsd the final four gamt.
Brown, three year veteran

tes niighty big boots to be ffl1-
on defence. "Silent," "depend-
e" Eddy was easily the best

zime Bear this tinte around.
one is asking but t- put my
m team tiis way:
er: Austin Smith. BobbY Cati
Iprobiabiy land the officiai Al
tberth, on the strength of his

Sing crown, but Smpith just did
Se things.
tWimg: Bob Marik, Bears.
Wing: Dave Carlyle.
Lce: Ed Brown, George Perry,
;kies.
:No question here, Gerry

hultz in a runaway.
ne a borner if you like but I
' sec anybody but Perry to
kthe monopoly, and he gets iu
Dick Wintermute by the skin of
eeth.
TY CUP AWARDS
Valuable Player-Austin Smith.
PA announcer-Bryan. Clark.
Taiker (without saying any-
ng)-L-eo LeClerc.
Defenceman-Ed Brown.
Patient Player--,Johnny Sofiak.
IL of the Year-Ciare Drake.
es Disappointment-UniversitY
Saskatchewan Huskies.
Goaltender-Gerry Schultz..
Runner-up-Owen Rîcker.

Je of the Year-Bobby Cox. He
Jthis one sewn up before he
pped on the ice.
ýt Player--Goalie Bll Rayment,
ZC Thunderbirds.
Luck Guy-Earl Gray. Run-
-up---Gerry Kernaghan.
of the Year-The fan who help-
MAarilc fight Larry Hale.
tst Sports Writer-Yours truly.
nner-up-Bill Winship.
Boss-Owen Ricker
orne to bcd. Sec you when
pigskin starts poppi! ___

OWEN RICKER'S BASKET
It is with mixed emnotions that this corner watches the inkN

dry on another page in green and gold sports history. By mostt
standards this page is as bright as many that have preceded it,
and yet ail is flot as il should be.

It has been a year filled with alternate surprises and dis-r
appointmnents, with the latter probably predomninating. It fol-i
lowed what was very likely the most successful year ever for
Alberta intercoilegiate participants-the sort of "next year")
that sportsmen are always waiting for. But that was the troublei
-it was last year-and this year's achievements sufer by com-
parison.r

But let us look more ciosely at Uieclcoseat to defending Uic silverwarc
accomplishments of U of A athietes Uiey won last ycar.i
in 1961-62. On Uic positive ide we YEAR FOR FOOTBALLf
wili remember Uic continucd success Everyone concerned agrced lastt
of Uic hockey tcam. faîl that this was ta be Uic ycar forr

It is, 1 tbink, a tribute te thc Uic football teain. Although UieyE
calibre of hockey played by Uic bcd been trampied Uic fail before lu
Beara, that Doug Messier lu Uic Churchill Cup play, Uiey wcrc de-s
Western League, and so many finiteuy bigger, stronger and deeper.
other former Beara in bbc Cent- Tbey gave it a good try, but for some
rai Alberta League have gven reason it was net enough, and Barry
good accounts of theacilves Carkner and frienda from Uic West
during Uic season just pasb. coast were quick to take advantage

CROSS-COUNTRY AUTOMATIC of it.
The cross-country teara, too, have The swimmcrs bad an even more

become known as "automatic." With heartbrcaking bass, going down to
a tremendous teara effort, Uicy came Uic last event before losing by one
througb in the clutch, ta run their pit
string of consecutive titles te cight. potews tws rtyw
Coach Dr. Jack Alexander and bs bcis lUB..Isch iveaserttfid
able and dedicated assistant, Dr. Jira alUC ischdvrefed
Haddow must abare in the credit with of sporting activity as golf,
Uic team members. tennis, basketball, fencing, bad-

Aiberta's only other title, was minton, and curling Uic far
carried off by Uic volicybaîl tcam. wesbernerà reigncd supreme.
Wibh a tcam composcd Iatgely of Baskctbali, at leaat, deserves a line
rookies, Coach Costa Chryan- or two. 'The Mcndrykmen started
Uiou's boys came Uirough lu fine Uic season lu championship form,
fashion te again bring back Uic but, like their football pounterparta,
itie te our campus. they faded lu thse stretch. Howcvcrt
On Uic other ide of Uic lcdger we several good rookies struttcd their

must, I suppose, first recognize Uic stuff during Uic scason and Uic pic-
"almosta." Aithougb it is no re- turc doca fnot look neariy as blcakt
flection on Uic persan conccrned, it as at this lime last year.
la a cincidence that Uic two squads RUGGER HIfGHLIGHT
bandied by Murry SmiUi came Uic One of Uic higblîghts of Uic yearE

was the organization of a rugger
tcam and ail indications point to Uic
sport growing in importance andi
popularity as time goca by. Ex-
panding, too, was Uic men's intra-
mural program, as severai ncw act-
ivities were added and participation
reached new hcights. At lcast five
individuals pickcd up more than 90)
participation points, a factor hailed
by intramural officiais.

Last but not least, wc must re-
member Uic Gateway staffera. The
makc-up staff probably eut off more
important paragraphs titan ever be-
fore, but 1 suppose Uiat considering
Uic tirne wc got Uic copy in it was
no wondcr. Davy J., a former sports
editor, was always co-operative and
most of Uic other gaffera at least
spoke to us.

Barry Rust anmd Bill Winship
wcrc a big help ail year, staying
wcll ibo thc nlght and early
morning on many occasions. My
sincere thanks goes to both of
Uiern for their coninuing sup-
port and bard work even when
some of Uic reat of us took things
easy. To Doug Walker for bIs
help until he set out for greener
pastures on Uic news staff at
Christmas time, and to Bob
Dwcrnychuk, Brian FleweUing,
Bert Murray and Mike Horrocks
who answcred Uic ca inhi ur
tinte of necd also go bouquets for
their invaluable assistance.

And now yours truly crawls ouI of
Uic basket which has been home for
Uic past seven inontha and bids fare-
wcli to, Uic old Gateway office which
bas become so familiar in Uic past
Uiree yeara.

,ast but not least, to my readers
(bath of you), thanka, hope you've
cnjoyed it, and so long.
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